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EBeclesiastical Affairs. 


THE DISSENTERS’ ANTI-MAYNOOTH 
CONFERENCE. 

THE few gentlemen who, relying upon the ap- 
preciation by Protestant Dissenters of the principles 
they hold, boldly determined upon taking steps for 
summoning a Conference, have every reason to 
congratulate themselves on the success which has 
crowned their efforts. Faint-heartedness had, un- 
questionably, in this instance, a longer list of argu- 
ments to produce in opposition to the proposal, 
than usually falls to its lot to command. A pre- 
vious Convention had been held, at which several 
leading Nonconformists had been present, and had 
taken part. The May meetings, which attract to 
the metropolis most men who are prominent in the 
religious world, were over. The third reading of 
the bill for the endowment of Maynooth College 
had been fixed for the 19th inst—the Conference 
could not be brought together until the 20th—the 
interval between the issue of summonses and the 
day of meeting was barely a fortnight—the hope 
of affecting the decision of the legislature was 
small indeed. All circumstances conspired to dis- 
courage the expectation of a numerous assemblage. 
The power at work among Jissenters, however, 
was not over-calculated. Upwards of seven hundred 
delegates were commissioned to speak the genuine 
sense of Protestant Nonconformity, on the new 
course of ministerial ecclesiastical policy. They 
came from all parts of the empire—proving, by 
their earnestness, equally as by their numbers, that 
the love of trurh has not yet faded out of the heart 
of society. 

On the general tone which pervaded the Con- 
ference we can speak with unalloyed satisfaction. 
Courtesy was combined with firmness—the suaviter 
wn modo with the fortiter in re. The war-whoop 
of assumed infallibility found no echo in the bosom 
of that representative assembly. The “no popery” 
cry woula have awakened no sympathy there. 
That freedom of opinion which each man claimed 
for himself, he was anxious to extend, not as a 
privilege, but as a right, to all—and whilst there 
was no pusillanimous concealment of the wide 
theological difference between Dissenters and Ro- 
man Catholics, that difference was advanced by 
none as a fitting basis upon which to rest opposi- 
tion to the proposal of the government. ‘There 
was a frank and most explicit recognition of Ire- 
land’s claim to justice—a hearty denunciation of 
Ireland’s master grievance—a delicate and most 
hehe forbearance towards Ireland’s chosen 

eader. Every form of the state-church principle 
was condemned without qualification or reserve ; 
and certainly no modification of it was more em- 
phatically repudiated than that paltriest one which 
implicates the honour of Dissenters themsclves. 
The resolutions, which appear in our advertising 
columns, wipe away the reproach which the some- 
what equivocal proceedings of some parties had 
attached to the Nonconforming body. ‘The genius 
of Dissent has spoken clearly, intelligibly, and im- 
pressively, on the question of establishments and 
ecclesiastical grants. Henceforth, neither parlia- 
ment nor the country can mistake it. 


The practical steps to be adopted by Dissenters 
at the next general election, to secure for their 
principles due representation in the legislature, 
gave rise to lengthened and well-sustained discus- 
sion. Qn this point there was evidently a differ- 
ence of opinion—and we shall not now presume 
to conjecture on which side the balance inclined. 
It is sufficient for us to know, that, by a unanimous 


—— 


| 


| vote, the judgment of the Conference proclaimed 
those members who have aided in passing the 
Maynooth Endowment bill disqualified from being 
returned to the House of Commons in future, and 
recommended to borough constituencies immediate 
organisation, with a view to secure the parliamen- 
tary services of men competent to appreciate and 
to advocate civil and religious freedom as under- 
stood by Nonconformists. It was, indeed, hardly 
to be anticipated, that seven hundred men, coming 
together from all parts of the empire, should 
agree, as yet, in regarding an insidious friend 
with the same amount of disfavour as an open foe, 
and in placing Lord John Russell and his party, 
with whom they were once in alliance, under the 
same ban as Sir Robert Peel and the tories, for 
whom they have never cherished the slightest 
sympathy. Nevertheless, it is a point gained, to 
have the whole question under fair examination— 
to hear it publicly debated—and to see that de- 
bate terminating in a resolution which, if adhered 
to, will decide the political fate of almost every 


be a convincing proof of the earnestness of the as- 
sembled body; and we now refer to it that we may 
pay a becoming tribute of respect to men who have 
so honourably acquitted themselves on behalf of 
great principles, | 


ADDRESS .TO THE ROMAN CATHOLICS 
OF IRELAND, 
FROM THE 


CONFERENCE OF PROTESTANT  DIS- 
SBENTERS HELD IN CROSBY HALL, LONDON, 


ON MAY THE 20TH AND 2IsT, 1845. 


Fe.tow Sunsecrs,—There are crises which ocea- 
sionally occur in national history so momentous as 
to warrant a departure froia all the ordinary me- 
thods of political intercourse, and to justify an ap- 
peal, not to individuals, however distinguished, nor 
to any isolated bodies of men, but to a nation at large ; 
such a crisis, in our deliberate judgment, has now ar- 
rived, and we therefore feel that in embracing it no 
further apology is necessary. 

You are placed by circumstances, the origin and 
growth of which it is unnecessary to trace, in a po- 
sition so conspicuous and so critical as to attract to- 


whig now in the House of Commons. As deeply 
interested observers of the current of public affairs 
and public feeling, we rejoice in being able to re- | 
port no little progress. Last year we should not | 
have dared to anticipate what this year we witness 

without astonishment. And if now we cannot 

pronounce Dissenting determination to have reached 

the mark at which we wish to see it permanently 

stand, we will pluck hope for the future from the 

records of the past, and believe that the inevitable 
course of events will hereafter, in the same ratio 
as it has already done. shut up all who love the 
truth to one only path of practical wisdom—at 
once the shortest, the boldest, the safest, and the 
best. e 


It afforded us, moreover, no slight gratification 
to observe in full operation the harmonising ten- 
dency of bringing together, for joint counsel, gen- 
tlemen who, whilst they agree in principle, differ 
somewhat in their notions of carrying it out. The 
Conference numbered amongst its members several 
leading men who have hitherto looked coldly and 
askance upon the movements of the British Anti- 
state-church Association. ‘The merits of that So- 
ciety, it is true, never came under discussion. But 
it could hardly fail to strike its earliest friends, how 
each speaker, whatever might be his own position 
in reference to it, implied, in. the tone of his re- 
marks, a justification of the efforts it has put forth. 


— 


moderation, there was exhibited the fruit of an in- 
ward impulse prompting them to go to the very 
verge of those limits which habitual caution had 
prescribed to them—whilst they who have laid 
most stress upon decision of purpose and energy 
of action, evinced equal readiness to concede to the 
scruples of others, where such concession involved 
the sacrifice of nothing more than the precise ma- 
chinery to be employed in bringing truth to bear 
upon the imperial pailature, The two parties, 
therefore, eventually resolved themselves, for the 
occasion at least, into one. Now, everybody 
knows something of the force of precedents. That 
unanimity which was found to be practicable at the 
Anti-Maynooth Conference, may yet ripen into a 
perfect agreement—and the whole body of Pro- 
testant Dissenters may, in the lapse of another 
twelvemonth, be ranged into one compact phalanx 
of aggression, having for its single object the sepa- 
ration of the church from the state. 


of the Conference, and conclude. All such mect- 
ings are necessarily expensive—and, usually, it 
has been the unfortunate characteristic of Dissent- 
ing political movements that they have left their 
committees in debt. So far as we know, the Anti- 
state-church Conference of last year was the first 
exception to this bad rule; and we are proud to 
say that the Anti-Maynooth Conference has 
promptly and honourably discharged its duty in 
this respect. ‘The Finance Committee reported, 
the very morning after the dissolution of the Con- 
ference, a discharge of every liability which, up to 
that moment, had been incurred, and a smali 
balance in the hands of the banker. ‘This balance, 


with the addition of such subscriptions as were 


promised, but are not yet paid, will enable the 
' Committee to carry out satisfactorily the measures 


entrusted to them—the circulation of ‘‘ The Ad- 
dress to the Irish People”—the publication of the 
resolutions—and the presentation, in due form, of 
the memorial to the Queen. We take this fact to 


wards you the anxious attention of all patriotic men 


in these realms, and of the liberal and the thought- 


ful throughout the civilised world. On your con- 
duct at the present juncture, the mightiest and most 
sacred interests are suspended, and with you, under 
divine Providence, rest those issues which are des- 
tined to give a complexion, for an indefinite period, 
to the history of this empire. Your fidelity to the 
great principles of justice must inevitably promote 
its peace, prosperity, and freedom ; your betrayal of 
them will necessarily be the omen, at least, of their 
temporary disaster and defeat. 

You will not suppose that, professing as we do the 
principles of civil and. religious freedom, we are in- 
stigated in our present appeal by a desire to cajole 
you into any intermission of your efforts in the great 
cause of justice to Ireland. We highly appreciate her 
resources ; we deeply sympathise with hér wrongs. 
We have ever advocated her claims, and we have 
long admired the patriotic zeal of her people to 
achieve, by peaceful means, the restoration of her 
unquestionable rights. You need not to be reminded 
that the Dissenters of England were among the 
warmest supporters of the Catholic Relief bill ; that 


On the part of those who pique themselves on their | 


We must advert to one other pleasing feature | 


they heartily advocated the equal extension of poli- 
tical privileges to the Irish as to the English people ; 
that they supported the claims of your country to 
an equal share in the benelits of Municipal Reform ; 
that they rejoiced in the abolition of your Vestry 
Cess ; and that they viewed with strong indignation 
the recent attempts of your government to strain the 
powers of the law in the tyrannical suppression 
of public opinion. They have ever fought side by 
side with you in all your conflicts for social and 
| political equality, nor will any misconstruction 
which may have been put on their conduct prevail to 
| diminish the earnestness of their efforts in your de- 
| fence. Still you cannot expect them to surrender, 
on this very account, the principles which, even on 
the occasions referred to, have regulated their public 
conduct. : 

We have ever held that, of all the grievances under 
which your country has laboured, the establishment 
of the Anglican church in Ireland is the most un- 
justifiable and oppressive, and we pledge ourselves 
never to remit our efforts to remove from you this 
intolerable burden. We deem it a fundamental 
maxim, even of the commonest political justice—and 
in this opinion we are fortified by that of some of the 
most eminent members of the Roman Catholic 
church—that no compulsory payments can_be right- 
fully demanded for the support of any # religious 
system whatever. In this sifiple but vital principle 
lies involved the whole philosophy of Nonconformity. 
The slightest deviation from this ground would vir- 
tually amount to a surrender of our consistency, and 
would obviously expose us to the merited derision 
of all discerning men. 

Now it will be plain to you that the proposed mea- 
sure for the permanent endowment of the college 
of Maynooth involves the most direct Invasion = 
this principle. It places your dissenting fellow-su )- 
jects in the very position from which sil Reshabiccp 
ing to rescue you. It violates their consciences as 
offensively as the Protestant establishment, in 1ts 
tyrannical exactions, violates yours. ‘It —— i 
obnoxious principle, it is an extension Of Le... VOty 

: nc on with ourselves, have 
system, which you, in comm ee cat idan 
long been labouring to overthrow. o mer es 
measure, is distinctly to sunctlon and asser 
arr moreover, to mistake the a 
of this measure. Ifit could be regarded as a legi- 
timate, though seanty instalment of the heavy debt 
of justice which England owes to your country, we 
should be the first to hail it; but, were there no 


| forbids this supposition. 


other consideration, the quarter from which it comes 
If, as your justly indignant 


feelings lead you sometimes to suppose, you haye 
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natural enemies in this country, it is with them that 


| of religious fidelity, to reject the unhallowed bribe 


this measure originates. Defeated in their attempts | offered at your very altars by secular and hostile 


to overawe you by the terrors of law and the array | h 


of military force, an oligarchy, notoriously hostile to 
popular feeling, addicted by their ordinary policy to 
measures of coercion, yet vacillating in all their 
courses, and open to the influence of the meanest 
motives, now insult your public virtue by the offer 
of a paltry bribe. We have greatly ‘miscalculated 
the high feeling of the Irish people, whose modern 
history furnishes the most demonstrative vindica- 
ion of the voluntary principle—who, oppressed by an 
opulent and alien hierarchy, drained of their resources 
by aristocratic absentees, crippled in their com- 
merce by selfish restrictions, and, with all their un- 
equal local capabilities turned to the condition of a 
desert, have borne up the fabric of arcligion on the 
sinews of poverty, and maintained their worship 
by the mites of indigence thrown into the treasury, 
—we have, we repeat, greatly miscalculated the high 
feeling of the Irish people, if they are to be seduced 
from their lc*y position by such fawning blandish- 
ments and transparent arts as these—if, like the ill- 
famed heroine of antiquity, they will surrender the 
citadel they have so nobly defended, in considera- 
tion of the worthless ornaments which bedizen the 
arms of their foes. No.! fellow-countrymen, let it 
never be said that you, who, in your majestic course, 
have braved the terrors of physical coercion, and 
who have risen unharmed from the fires of legal pro- 
secution, have yielded to the first meretricious smile 
of those who, from the highest seats of power, have 
denounced you “ aliens in blood, aliens in language, 
aliens in religion.” 

The boon thus gratuitously offered by the govern- 
ment has no relation whatever to the real grievances 
of your country. It is manifestly designed as a 
diversion, to relax your interest and to withdraw 
your attention from the substantial evils which | 
oppress you. Had her Majesty’s government been 


possessed with a sinccre desire to serve you, they 
might have found innumerable opportunities of doing 
so without violating our conscience or compromising 
your independence. They might have conceded to you 
& proportionate share in the national representation ; 
they migh thave thrown open to you the advantages of 
ros metropolitan university ; above all, they might 


ave relieved you from the incubus of the protestant 
church. From the attainment of these and similar 
essential reforms, which the government are unwill- 
ing to concede, it is in our judgment the purpose. 
of this insidious measure to beguile you; and should 
they succeed, they will have thrown back indefi- 
nitely, the cause of justice to Ireland and have ren- 
dered one of the most imposing movements for 
national freedom, the object of lasting and of justly 
merited derision. It is for you, fellow-subjects, 
whose characteristic sagacity cannot fail to detect 
this ill-concealed design, to avert, by a timely and 
resolute opposition, so fatal and disgraceful a result. 
If, again, this grant is to be regarded for a moment 
in the light of restitution, the meanness of the pro- 
posal sufficiently indicates that it is intended merely 
ag preliminary. It is too absurd to suppose that the 
wealthiest and most powerful government in the 
world, should look upon the insignificant pittance 
of about £26,000 a year, as a compensation for the 
urgent claims of a great people. But if this mea- 
sure is preliminary, we beg you to consider, what 


is that system which it is designed to introduce. 
The cautious and characteristic silence of the govern- 
ment has been generally, and, we believe, correctly 
interpreted, both within and without the walls of 
parliament, as a virtual admission of their desire 
eventually to take the whole body of your priest- 
hood into the pay of the state. Can it be necessary 
to suggest to you the consequences of such a scheme? 
It would violate the consciences, not only of the 


class who already suffer a scarcely tolerable indignity 
on this account, but of the entire Christian commu- 
nity in these realms. Dissenters, who already groan 
under the exactions of one establishment, will rise 
with a more resolute determination against the 
endowment of a-second. The recognised leaders 
of the Irish Catholics have again and again pro- 
nounced decisively against such an arrangement; 
while the Anglican church must either repeal its 
articles or sacrifice every claim to consistency and 
good faith. Religious animosities, proverbially the 
most bitter that agitate the breasts of men, would 
be exacerbated to an incalculable degree ; while, as 
state support and state control are invariably corre- 
lative, the most earnest of your religious teachers 
would be placed undera dictation unbearably galling 
to all save those whom it may seduce to the com- 
promise of all that is dear to high-minded and con- 
scientious men. In a word, such a measure would 
reduce to a mere name all public virtue and con- 
sistency and stain with ineffaceable disgrace the 
sacred cause of Christianity itself. 

The opposition of the Dissenting body to the go- 
vernment measure has, by some thoughtless and im- 
petuous men, been indiscriminately condemned as fa- 
natical and bigoted. We indignantly repudiate the 
charge as applied to the great Nonconforming body. 
Let us never hear it repeated. We are ready to 
to contend by your side for the attainment of an 
equal participation of all rights, ecclesiastical, poli- 
tical, and social; but we will not sacrifice our con- 
sciences to the success of a state trick, nor will we 
patiently submit to be taxed fora bribe to you, which 
we would spurn with contempt, were it offered to 
ourselves. 

With all the earnestness, then, which a concern 
for the highest interests of our fellow men can excite, 
we conjure you, by your self-respect as British sub- 
jects—by the lofty position you occupy, as the peace- 
ful, but resolute defenders of your national freedom 

—by the claim of ordinary consistency, as political 
agents—and, above all, by the solemn requirements 


ands; and, turning your back upon the temporary 
and crafty homage of a faction, to throw yourselves 
on the might of those resources, by which the reli- 
gion of Christ survived, at its origin, the persecution 
of a world ; and in the strength of which, it is, as we 
trust, destined hereafter to bless the universal family 
of man. Signed on behalf of the Conference, 


JOHN BURNET. 


PROTESTANT DISSENTERS’ ANTI- 
MAYNOOTH CONVENTION. 


In our last number we gave the report of the pro- 
ceedings of the Conference, at Crosby hall, Bishops- 
gate street, up to Wednesday morning, with a short 
sketch of its deliberations on that day previous to 
our going to press. At that sitting the great topic 
of interest was the discussion on the following reso- 
lution :— 

“That this Conference views with deep regret and 
apprehension the indifference shown by members of the 
Commons’ House to the petitions of the people against 
the Maynooth Endowment bill, and regard such indiffe- 
rence as subversive of the representative system, and a 
clear indication of the want of harmony between the 
members of that House and the British people. That 
they further regard the ignorance displayed of the nature 
of religious liberty, and the violence done to religious 
conviction, by the votes given, as disqualifying many 
members from being returned as the future representa- 
tives of Protestant Dissenters; and distinctly and ear- 
nestly call upon the Dissenting constituencies of the 
me to refuse to all such their electoral support.”’ 

he debate on Wednesday morning was resumed 
by the Chairman calling upon 

Mr H. Tot.eEr, of Market Harborough, who briefly 
expressed his doubts as to the practicability of car- 
rying out such a resolution: “f think it would be a 
very difficult matter for many to act under the reso- 
lution, if it be carried. In my own case, being an 
elector for the county, I suppose the result would be, 
that I should never exercise the elective franchise 
at all. I feel strongly upon another point—that is, 
concerning the suffrage. L am disposed to think that 
nothing will be done with reference to the separation 
of church and state, until there is a large extension 
of the suffrage [cheers]: Suppose the person pro- 
posed held the same opinions as I do on the suffrage, 
but not on the church and state question, am I to 
vote with him, or am I not? My own opinion is, 
that, if I could a his election, I should do more 
towards the accomplishment of the ultimate object 
than by bringing in a person who-held with me on 
the other point. I should, therefore, with my pre- 
sent views, be disposed to vote for the suffrage man. 

Dr Price said: The resolution now submitted to 
the meeting is one of the most important, if not, 
practically considered, the most important, which 
will be brought before this Conference. Its terms, 
therefore, should be carefully looked at by gentle- 
men present, and they will see that it commits them 
only to the expression of their conviction respecting 
the course which shall be pursued in reference to 
members of the British parliament who have dis- 
played gross ignorance of the nature of religious 
a and done violence to our religious convic- 
tions by the votes they have already given. What- 
ever may be provided for by resolutions which come 
afterwards, unquestionably the one that follows goes 
further in point of principle than this does. The 
resent resolution is limited to a specific object. 
he parties now constituting the lower House are 
here affirmed to have displayed, in the course of 
their procedure, an utter disregard to the will of 
their constituents, and to have pursued a course 
which, in the judgment of this meeting, is declared 
to be subversive of the representative system [hear, 
hear]. If ever a case has occurred in the course of 
British history, in which the earnest prayers of the 
British people have been treated not only with in- 
difference, but with great contempt, by the great 
majority of the House—and, be it remembered, by 
the majority of the liberal section of that House to a 
greater extent than by the conservative, or cr] 


section that case has recently occurred [hear]. 
Viewing the matter simply in one character, wit 
reference to that intimate sympathy and confidence 
which should subsist between the Commons’ House 
of parliament and their constituents, and which in- 
timate sympathy and confidence is essential to the 
right conduct of national affairs, it seems to me that 
we are bound promptly to protest against the pre- 
cedent thus established, lest it should influence 
other classes and sections, placing the body of our 
so-called representatives at a still greater distance 
from the popular mind [hear, hear]. But, in addi- 
tion to that, and in advance of it, the discussions 
which have taken place have betokened the greatest 
ignorance of the nature of thot deep-seated convic- 
tion which rests in the mind of the religious people 
of this country. They have not simply affirmed, 
that existing establishments should be preserved 
intact; but, in the face of 8,000 petitions, sent by an 
immense number of British subjects, they have 
uvowed that another—a third ecclesiastical establish-- 
ment—should be created. In this late period of our 
national history, and notwithstanding all the instruc- 
tions they received from various agencies, they have 
come forward, in the character of legislators, to de- 
clare that an establishment, additional to that of the 
church in this country, and the Presbyterian church 
in Scotland, shall be called into being; and that, one 
against which the feelings of the British people most 
loudly protest (cheers]. This being the case, it ap- 
pears to me, that if we hold our ecclesiastical dogmas 
worth anything, it becomes us to take our stand. 
' We should lose our self-respect—we should be held 
by the body politic in contempt, if we did not carry 


out in some practical form the convictions we have 


here avowed. My own opinion is, that we have 

suffered wrong, and done wrong in suffering our- 

selves to be the off-shoot of a political party [hear, 

hear]. If we now allow our party associates to over- 

lay our religious convictions, we shall, deservedly, 

in the public judgment, be held to be men unworthy 

of our trust. The singleness of purpose that ought 

to characterise us, requires that we should proceed 

straightforward and honestly inthis matter. What- 

ever overtures may be made, I trust the same in- 

tegrity which leads us to say to the liberal men who 

have supported the grant to Maynooth, We cannot 

vote for you, will lead us to say to conservative 

anti-Maynooth men, We cannot vote for you 

[cheers]. I knowit is a question which will involve 

some inconvenience, and it may, in the early stage 

of our proceedings, involve us in the loss of a few 

liberal seats ; but my conviction is growing and 

deep, that the loss of these few seats will be a greater 

gain to our nonconformity, and to the general liberty 

of the empire, than has occurred for centuries 

[cheers]. A party who could treat us, not only 

with indifference, but with the contempt which has 
been evinced by Lord John Russell and his fol- 

lowers, are not the men to be taught by calm and 

courteous statements in proof of our voluntaryism ; 

but by our strongly refusing, amidst the excitement 

and turmoil of an election, to yield them our sup- 

port. Our principles are things they cannot com- 

prehend; but we have an argument that they can 
understand, and if we use it, it will tell upon them. 

They calculate on the cooling process of a year or 
two before the election occurs. Let them find Dis- 
senters, at the time of the election, in the same state 
of mind and moral position that they are at present, 
and, depend upon it, though their numbers may be 
thinned by the absence of some few members of par- 
liament from whom we withhold our votes, yet they 
will respect us as men of integrity, as men honestly 
determined to carry out our principles in such a 
temper and by such methods as accord with our 
religious professions. It is not for us to bind indi- 
viduals in all possible circumstances that may occur ; 
but to indicate what is the right and straightforward 
and honest path—the path which, if pursued, will 
involve, I honestly believe, a greater accession of 
moral strength to our cause than any mere paper 
resolutions which we can adopt in this room, or any 
speeches, however brilliant they may be, which any 
men in our assembly will deliver [cheers]. 

Mr Morais, Baptist minisier, of Southampton, Mr 
May, of Ipswich, and Mr J. C. Evans, objected to 
the resolution on the ground that a general adherence 
to it on the part of Dissenters would subject the 
kingdom to the undisputed reign of toryism. The 
latter speaker thought that, with respect to their 
votes on the Maynooth Endowment bill, the ma- 
jority of the whig members had violated no pledges— 
‘‘Tt must be remembered, however, tnat, about 
twenty years ago, Lord John Russell voted in favour 
of the endowment of Popery. I consider that was 
an indication of his opinions and the promise of his 
future actions ; and if you, knowing these facts, have 
returned him to represent you in the House of Com- 
mons, you have not him to blame so much as your- 
selves. It should be borne in mind that the liberal 
members have voted for the abolition of Irish vestry 
cess, and the majority of the House of Commons 
have voted for the abvlition of church rates. I think 
we ought to take up the subject on another ground. 
Although they have voted in favour of the Roman 
Catholic priesthood, yet they have given indications 
of their determination to uphold the voluntary prin- 
ciple’’ [cries of **No’’]. Mr Evans thought they 
ought to be cautious before they came to a con- 
clusion that they would abandon certain parties 
rather than this one question :—‘*I consider that the 
question is, whether we wish for twenty years to 
subject this kingdom to the undisputed reign 
of toryism [cries of ‘No, no’’}. think the 
best way to carry out our principles is not at 
once to set ourselves against every man, in 
order that we may find that every man’s hand is 
against us. Our object should be to introduce into 
that House of parliament men of our own body, who 
have been educated in our principles, and who will 
not abandon them for a ticket to a ball at Bucking- 
ham peeee see You must adopt a new course 

cheers]. You must abandon the principle of bow- 

ing to mere aristocracy—to wealth—to gold pins and 
white gloves [laughter]. If you cannot find such 
men as you want, you must make them [cheers]. 
Choose youths of eighteen, educate them, prepare 
them for the bar [laughter]. I do not mind that 
laugh—it is known that my strength and fortune 
would not allow my going there [cheers]. But if 
men of wealth would take such men under their 
yg» they would confer a great boon on society. 
f you will send only two or three thorough Non- 
conformists to parliament, the greatest advantages 
will result. Send such men as our Conders, and 
Mialls, and Burnets [cheers]. I hope the impor- 
tance of this subject will press itself strongly on the 
public mind. I believe that many men have been 
entrapped into voting for this measure; but are we 
to reject every man that has upheld the Maynooth 
grant? [cries of ‘* Yes.’’] {should prefer that the 
resolution should be modified—that it should be 
strong, but not a motion that will produce a revul- 
sion in the public mind—that will do you more 
damage than any benefit that can be derived from 
it [hear, hear]. 

Mr J. P. Murse tt, Baptist minister, of Leicester, 
cordially supported the resolution :—I am surprised 
to hear Mr May say that we were, in his apprehen- 
sion, departing from the business and object of our 
meeting, since the great object for which it has been 
convened is to give practical direction to the energies 
and feelings of Dissenting bodies when they are again 
to exercise their electoral franchise [cheers]. If we 
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break up without coming to some distinct and defined 
understanding, and some wise and practical resolu- 
tions touching on that matter, we shall have met for 
scarcely any gocd purpose atall. If the crisis is ever 
to come, it 6 come now ; and it behoves Dissenters 
to act on their principles, and when they go to the 
hustings, to say to the candidates, Will you vote 
against all endowments for state religion, or will you 
not> Ifa gentleman should say, If it were not for 
so-and-so, I would; but, all things considered, I 
may not think it advisable to do it; we say, We will 
have nothing to do with you. If, when you put the 
question, Will you vote against all endowments of 
religion? he replies, I will; there is my right hand 
of fellowship. I¢ he replies, I will not; then I wish 
you good morning [cheers]. That is the course I 
recommend to Dissenters of this country. If any 
events are to transpire in our history that will bring 
us to that mark, [ cannot conceive of what com- 
plexion they must be, or what force they can possess, 
unless that which is now passing over our heads 
leads to that result [hear, hear]. Something has 
been said of the deportment of a gentleman for whom 
I have the highest respect—Lord John Russell 

laughter]. It has been hinted that, many years 
ago, he gave his adhesion to the principles he is now 
supporting, and as we said nothing about it before, 
we ought to be silent to-day — of ** No, no’’]. 
All I wish to say is this, that if we have done wrong 
hitherto, and I allow we have, let us be very penitent 
this morning. Our timid brethren all say—‘ Look 
at the shadows that are gathering around us,’’ for- 

etting the stuff which we are made of, and think to 
righten us out of our wits [laughter]. Do not be 
rash, for I am the most moderate man [laughter] in 
this realm. I would go as far as this, and f beg the 
gentleman who spoke from the centre of the room 
(Mr May) not to be overdone with apprehension. 
If I were sure the tories would come in to-morrow 
by any act I did to-day, which I believe to be right, 
let them come in [immense cheers]. If we want to 
get rid of them for ever, let them come in and rouse 
the slumbering energies of the Dissenters in this 
country to a still more noble height than that to 
which they have hitherto ascended or risen Neemerneg 
I have no sort of sympathy with this apprehension. 
I believe it to be unphilosophical, as well as altogether 
unsound. I do not understand that I am not to do 
good, lest evil should happen on some other occasion. 
I will do what I believe right in the sight of God, 
and leave the result to him [cheers]. If I could 
only arouse the community up to that principle, I 
believe the clouds that obstruct our vision would 
disappear, and the sun would shine, and light would 
descend, and we should go on, if I may use the quo- 
tation, in our path, ‘“‘shining more and more unto 
the perfect day.’’ All I wish to say is, that if we 
break up without coming to some wise decision on 
this matter, we have done nothing at all. I beg 
gentlemen in the room not to be rash, but to think 
over the subject carefully, to think over it deliberately, 
and then take their step firmly.. I, for one, shall 
consent, with all my heart, to the carrying of that 
resolution [cheers]. 

Mr J. H. Hinton, of London, Baptist minister, 
did not object to the early parts of the resolution ; 
the sting was in its tail. After some objections to 
the wording of the resolution, in consequence of 
which the word ‘‘these’’ was substituted for 
‘* those,’ he proceeded to state his views on the ge- 
neral question. I say, with the greatest possible de- 
sire to introduce men into the Sale of Commons 
who shall be truly well-informed, well-trained, in- 
flexible voluntaries, that I entertain some doubt re- 
specting the wisdom of creating, out of the present 
crisis, what may be called an absolute test question 
for the next or any future election [hear, hear]. 
There is the pinch of the whole question. The in- 
troduction of a test question in election cases is open 
to some great objections. Legislation does not con- 
sist in the treatment of one question, but many. 
Every man who is prepared to be a legislator at all, 
should be qualified to treat all the questions that may 
come under his views as a legislator. If I choose a 
man and send him into parliament because of his 
wisdom and skilfulness in the treatment of one 
question, his course of action may be ruinous injus- 
tice to ninety-nine others. In the House there are 
658 members. Suppose each had a particular ques- 
tion in which he was interested, and he was to 
choose a representative because of his knowledge of 
that one question, what a downright set of noodles 
we should have upon all general questions [cheers 
and laughter]. Iam sure that all those who wish 
to act upon the apegewer resolution, would be the first 
to deprecate such a parliament. I admit the possi- 
bility of a case arising justifying the test question, 
but I say that it should be a very strong one indeed. 

--The question narrows itself to this—Does the pre- 
sent case furnish a sufficient occasion for it ? [cries of 
‘“Yes.’"’] That is a question of expediency, to be 
viewed in different lights, on which I know there is 
a difference of opinion in the auditory. I ask, in the 
first place, is the test question to be merely a May- 
nooth question? [cries of ‘No, no.’’] I agree in 
that. Is it then to be an anti-establishment ques- 
tion ? [cries of ‘‘ Yes.’’] That is by far the best. 
If a man says he will support a separation of church 
and state, am I then, without ascertaining his quali- 
fications on any other point, to send him to parlia- 
ment? |cries of ‘*No.”| I think not. I might re- 
turn, in that case, a chartist. Some here are chartists, 
and some here are not {loud cheers]. In the face of 
that huzza I say that I am not a chartist ——- 
and, therefore, should not send a chartist to parlia- 
ment, although he tuld me he would vote for the se- 
paration of church and state. I cannot, therefore, 
approve of the adoption of an absolute test question, 
as arising out of this case, and I think the int 
must be determined by contingent and combined 


A 


-_--—— a 


considerations. If I consented to give my vote to no 
party but one who would vote for a separation of 
church and state, I might be able to vote for nobody, 
there being no such candidate in the field, and I 
should be absolutely self-disfranchised. The ques- 
tion is, whether I should be justified in that? 

Mr Jongs, of Devonport, seconded the resolution. 

Dr Morison said: I formally rise to support the 
amendment, but I do so not without the hope that 
that amendment may be rendered unnecessary, and 
that the harmony of our procedure may be preserved 
[hear, hear]. I think that those who are of opinion 
that the last clause of this resolution should be re- 
tained, and who, of course, are prepared to act upen 
it, should it be adopted—and I state it kindly—will, 
by excluding this clause, yet have their freedom of 
action perfectly preserved to themselves, while they 
will not urge on another part of the assembly a 


‘course in which they cannot acquiesce [cheers]. I 


am more disposed to take this view of the subject 
because I think the preceding part of the resolution 
does present to that portion of the assembly to which 
I am referring an opportunity of acting out the spirit 
of the last part of the resolution, inasmuch as the 
preceding part does declare, that the members of 
parliament who have voted in favour of the May- 
nooth bill have disqualified themselves for their 
position in the House of Commons. I think that 
they should be content with as much of the resolu- 
tion as we can all agree unanimously to pass. The 
resolution that follows would very nearly embod 
all the moral and political sentiments which I think 
we are pretty nearly unanimous in expressing. I 
am afraid that any pledge which we can take here 
would not pledge our friends at home. I hope we 
shall never have a convention amongst Dissenters, 
be its numbers what it may, that will be able to 

ledge the great Dissenting body out of doors 
hens, hear]. Iam a great enemy to all tyranny, 

ut 1am an especial enemy to Dissenting tyranny. 
I do not mean to say that there would be tyranny 
in passing this resolution; hut there would be ty- 
ranny, if we sought to bind the Dissenting body of 
England by any part of our proceedings. If the last 
clause were passed, it woul leave the minority in 
this room and the churches of England in entire 
freedom. I am very anxious that we should not 
divide upon the resolution. Will not those who go 
on at a railroad pace be content to take the first part 
of the resolution before us ? 

Dr Massie observed: If this resolution had been 
passed before, it would have had a great effect on 
the third reading of the bill. I have received com- 
munication from twelve members of the present 
House of Commons, who state that they have been 
entrapped into the support of the bill; but that now 
8 cannot consistently vote against it [cries of 
‘‘Shame’’]. Several gentlemen have said that they 
voted for this bill as an educational measure, but 
that they would never vote a penny for religious 
purposes out of the pests Bg fund. One of the 
most intelligent men in the House of Commons has, 
I believe, voted upon that principle. Some said 
that, by voting on Mr Ward's motion, they thought 
they should turn the tories out; but no man so de- 
serves the execration of Dissenters as does Mr Ward 
{cheers]. He so managed it that the vote on his 
measure should not damage the bill, and the result 
was, that on the night of the Queen’s ball he had a 
ticket [disapprobation]. There are friends of ours 
in the House who will never again support such a 
motion, but they cannot do otherwise das vote for 
the third reading of the bill. 

Mr Cuar.es StTove., of London, Baptist minister, 
said : My constitutional timidity will, I am sure, be- 
speak your sympathy, not merely on account of the 
talent arranged on the opposite side of the question, 
but from the extreme importance of the whole matter 
before us. I am anxious you should give your votes 
not in the excitement of the moment, but after a 
calm and deliberate consideration of the entire ques- 
tion. I agree perfectly with what Dr Morison has 
said, especially in that part of his statement in which 
he defines the true character of our present influence. 
It is true that when we have formed our own opin- 
ions, I think we owe it to our fellow-creatures to give 
a full and manly avowal of them. It ought not to 
be forgotten that duty is ours, and that the result is 
God’s. You may say, it is a matter of little impor- 
tance what resolution you pass—that it is only an 
expression of your feelings, and that it will bind no 
one; but let it be remembered that there is a feelin 
in the public mind which wants vent, and that wil 
deeply and immediately respond to you. It is not 
intended that the sympathy which a candidate may 
have with our feelings and principles of religious 
liberty, should be the total qualification that he pos- 
sesses, but that was the impression made by many of 
Mr Hinton’s remarks. An individual who sympa- 
thised with us on that point might be the subject of 
a thousand disqualifications. You mean to say, that 
such is the state of public feeling, the claims of 
Christianity, the difficulties of the empire, that, from 
all these considerations, the great question of reli- 
gious liberty is now presented in so forcible a light, 
that unless an individual be ies on the point of re- 
ligious liberty, he can by possibility be nght on no 
other. We must, therefore, look upon this question 
as one of a very grave and solemn character. Why 
is it that religion itself, for 1600 years, has been 
crippled? Has she not been blasted in every country 
called Christian? Will any man say, that — 
is the proper province for human legislature? Nay, 
is it a right subject for the action of such a legisla- 
ture as ours? if our ser.ate be composed of men who 
are wrong on the great question of religion, is it not 
of importance to consider that civil affairs cannot go 
right, nor religion be protected from insult [loud 
cheers]? Dr Morison says, that we are not to ex- 


pect to go on at a rai pace. Ihave heard of that 
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before ; and, indeed, we are not likely to do it, if 
our wheels be dragged by an immense weight of 
supposed prudence Fohsers). Are we to calculate 
our duty at the present moment by a view of what 
the result may be? The experience of the last three 
weeks will show how incapable we are of calculating 
those results. If we err sometimes by being a little 
too sanguine, I am afraid that our timidity will often 
cripple our best actions oar I say, therefore, 
let the resolution pass as it is [cheers]. If you cut 
out the sting of the tail, you will leave it like a 
docked wasp—an absurdity (loud cheers). 

Mr By tes said, that the question before the meet- 
ing was, not whether they should go onwards, but 
how they should go onwards. In the West Riding 
of Yorkshire, they have spent £100,000 to qualify 
themselves as freeholders, to bring in Lord Morpeth. 
His lordship had come over to free-trade principles, 
and were they now to put to him the question as to 
whether he would vote for a separation of church 
and state [cheers]? He came from a constituency 
consisting of about three-fifths of Dissenters. The 
had tried to bring in a man on unth-atane-tvareh 
principles, but the result had been, they had broken 
up the constituency, and, with a slight exception, 


had been represented ever since by atory. It they 


could fix on a dozen men whose views were in har- 
mony with their own, and send them to the House 
of Commons, they might hope, that, in a few years, 
the question would ,be placed in a very different po- 
sition. 

Mr T. Totter, of pete ns Independent minister, 
objected to the first part of the resolution, 

r Josian Conver: I am very anxious to save 
the time of this meeting, and, if possible, to prevent 
the necessity of our dividing upon any question. I am 
desirous that yuu should allow me, as mover of this re- 
solution, toadopt the amendment. Ido think thatit 
will then express all that you want todo. If we are 
not prepared to make a little sacrifice, we shall de- 
feat our object. We must be unanimous; and the 
wording of a resolution is not, after all, a matter of 
much importance. The question is one on which 
ho will act when you go from the meeting [hear, 

ear]. I want to know how many voters there are 
in this room; whether every minister in the assem- 
bly has even secured his own vote; whether he has 

ascertained how many votes there are in his congre- 

ata t and whether all these have secured their 
ranchise by registering themselves. We must not 
here enter into theoretical questions as to the suf- 
frage; but upon one point we are unanimous— 
namely, the duty of every one to secure the fran- 
chise if he can obtain it. If Dissenters would do 
their duty, there is an immense extension of the 
franchise within our reach, and by which we might 
before this have changed the character of the repre- 
sentation itself. I deem this of primary importance. 
Mr Cobden said to me, a short time since, ‘* You 
Dissenters will do nothing for your principles. You 
are not registering.” Mr May has said, that Dissen- 
ters are but a small section; but we do not know 
our own strength. I replied to Mr Cobden, * You 
ought not to find fault with the Dissenters; I have 
been complaining of them for these fifteen years 
(laughter]—for not knowing their proportionate 
strength; but have they not been registering at 
Huddersfield, Bradford, and other places?’’ ‘* Yes,"’ 
said he, ‘“ they will register for free trade, but they 
will not register for their own principles ’’ [hear, 
hear]. I am anxious that, for the sake of unity, 
you should concur in the amendment. It will then 
contain a very intelligible hint. Our friend Mr 
Bright said to me lest night in the lobby of the 
House, “‘ ‘Take care that you do not go too far in 
pledging yourselves. There are many good men 
who have made a mistake, but they will not make 
another.” | 

The following clause was then struck out of the 
resolution, after which it was submitted t» the meet- 
ing, and carried with only two or three dissen- 
tients :— | 

‘* And distinctly and earnestly call upon the Dissenting 
constituencies of the empire to refuse to those gentlemen 
the electoral support in future.” 

Dr Cox rose to move— 

‘‘That this Conference, impressed with the danger 

accruing to religious liberty from the ignorance and un- 
faithfulness of its professed friends in the House of 
Commons, with a few honourable exceptions, earnestly 
and solemnly counsel the Protestant Dissenting portion 
of the constituencies of the empire, immediately to or- 
ganise themselves in their respective localities, with a 
view of seeing to the registration of voters, and of adopt- 
ing all such other meagures as shall facilitate the return, 
at the next general election, of men who combine with 
liberality of political sentiments a thorough knowledge 
of, and earnest attachment to, our distinctive ecclesiasti- 
cal principle of opposition to all state churches.”’ 
It he had been called upon, two hours ago, to move 
this resolution, he was fully prepared to make a 
speech upon it; but now he felt that he should vest 
consult the convenience of the Conference by simply 
moving its adoption, without any remark, 

Mr Joun Cuixps, of Bungay, in seconding the re- 
solution, said: ‘Ten years have passed away since it 
was our business to hunt after grievances. I am 
happy to see two gentlemen now present, who, this 
day ten years, were engaged successfully in drawing 
one of the fangs of the ecclesiastical court. I refer 
to Mr Ray and Mr May, of Ipswich cheers}. For 
several years afterwards, we as to discuss 
the church-rate question; and, through many ob- 
stacles, this movement has come out of it. I would 
gay to young men, that, although to them it may be a 
long time to look forward, yet, to those of us who 
have grown grey, and who will not be here ten years 
hence, it is a very short time to look back upon; 
and, from the progress of right principles, there is 

eat encouragement to those who shall follow us. 
With regard to the resolution, I have some know- 
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ledge and experience in county elections; and I ven- 
ture to remind our friends that there is, in ever 
parish in the kingdom, a clergyman and parish 
clerk, and one of the churchwardens, forming a 
standing committee against you in the registration 
[hear, hear]; and my opinion is, that you will never 
get the church separated from the state till the fran- 
chise has become more extended [cheers]. I think 
the Dissenters have retarded the question of the se- 
paration of church and state, by their indifference to 
the great question of the Bible monopoly. The Bible 
goes more to revolutionise men’s minds, and to lead 
them to see that religion should only be established 
in the hearts of men, than any other thing; I, there- 
fore, charge the Dissenters with supineness on this 
point, and with having, by that supineness, retarded 
this great principle, 

Mr J.C. Evans recommended that, while there 
should be a distinct organisation, yet they should by 
no means separate themselves from those great libe- 
ral organisations which at the present time existed 
in most of the boroughs, [There were Joud expres- 
sions of dissent from this proposition. ] 

Mr G. Dawson, of Birmingham, Baptist minister, 
said: The resolution before us pledges you to several 
things, and it is important that you should look at 
them. I suppose you have made up your minds as 
to whether it is right that religious men should be 
politicians or not. Some gentlemen have talked of 
railroad speed; my horoscope was not cast in the 
old stage-waggon age, but in the railroad age [laugh- 
ter, and loud cheers]. It has been supposed this 
morning, that you might return a man to the House, 
well hastrocted in your principles, but who was not 
sound on other questions. I never heard of sucha 
biped yet [laughter]. There are such curious crea- 
tures as tory Discentors | but I never met with a 
man that would vote right on the voluntary ques- 
tion who was not sound on other principles. Get 
you a man that is for free religion, and I can assure 

ou that he will be a man that is for free trade 
loneaes) and, therefore, I think we have a perfect 
right to pledge the electors to vote for a man at the 
next election who will maintain the voluntary prin- 
ciple in religion. Something has been said about 
the breaking up of parties; we have been holding 
one stirrup for one party, and the other for another, 
and the consequence is, we have been asses for them 
to ride upon ee, and cheers]. I say, let all 
parties go; and, if it is necessary, let us have a new 
party—not Young England, but a party for volun- 
taryism in religion. If the putting in of the wedge 
shall be the means of breaking up the old, worn-out 
= that are the pest of the Jand, so much the 
etter [hear, hear]. We must go for something 
new, and that something is entire freedom in reli- 
gion. ‘The town from which I come is divided into 
sections. There are a set of Dissonters in it who act 
conscientiously. I have no doubt but they join with 
the churchman ; and then they say to us, You join 
the radicals. If they like to go up and join the tor 
and churchman, surely we may go down laughter} 
I wish you to understand, that there are sound- 
hearted men in that town which would have roasted 
Priestly. We held a meeting of 6,000 or 7,000 peo- 
ple, and got the majority of them to pronounce 
against all state establishments of religion what- 
soever : that isa great fact [cheers]. I most cordially 
support the resolution, and I hope that we shall, at 
the next election, look out ourown men. Do not 
go peddling to other people. If you want aman, you 
go to the aristocracy; but get a good plan of regis- 
tration—good, sound-hearted Nonconformists—not 
men made so by accident, but men in whom Non- 
conformity has been, in whom it is, and in whom it 
will ever be [cheers]. 
Mr J. H. Witson, of Birmingham, stated some 
facts corroborative of those advanced by Mr Dawson. 
Mr A. Reep, B.A., of Norwich, spmepeenent 
minister: It has been said, that Birmingham has 
right and sound-hearted men in it; I think that at 
Norwich we are fully right. The prime step that 
we have taken has been, to get rid of the latitudi- 
narian and liberal press; we have purged ourselves 
from the old leaven, and started a newspaper on 
Dissentirg principles, I state this fact, because our 
friends do not sufficiently look at the subject. The 
first thing that we have to do is, to get public 
opinion in favour of our principles ; and, in order 
to influence it, we must look to the public press, 
which forms public eataiens. That paper has been 
started on a principle which no man can exceed 
[cheers]; while, at the same time, we wish it to be 
vs gentle and Christian as the religion we profess 
{hear, hear]. We are already looking out, at Nor- 
wich, with reference to the next election, for our 
two members will never show themselves there 
again. The least compromise was enough for our 
friends; and we have told our liberal friends, that 
if they expect our support they must find us a man 
who will go with us, as well as with them. I think 
that we shall find ourselves strong enough to act 
firmly ; and, if we can only find men to come for- 
ward, possessing sufficient influence, character, and 
station, to carry public opinion with them, | have 
no doubt that we shall succeed in returning them. 
But our principle will be, purity of election [cheers], 
and pornos freedom in religion, in trade, and in 
in politics [cheers]. ‘ 
Mr a of eee said: Let us be pre- 
ared to assert our principles aay one determinately. 

t us support our own press—the Patriot, the Non- 

conformist, and the Eclectic [a delegate: And the 
Christian Examiner]. (cheers). bey dng conducted 
on our principle, and they carry them out to the 
world. ‘Those principles are the principles of truth ; 
therefore they can never be changed. t us, then, 
be instant in season and out of season, at our own 
firesides, in our own circles of friends, in our shops 
and warehouses, in maintaining them (cheers). 


Mr J. BennetT thought, that the difficulty with 
which they had to contend, was that of obtaining 
fit and proper men to represent them in parliament. 
That subject had not been properly considered. 
They had suffered much from not having proper 
men, and it was very important that their friends 
in the country should know where to procure them. 
It was considered desirable that there should be 
some means of communication on the subject [cheers]. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 

Dr Morison moved a resolution on the subject 
of the Regium Donum :— We have (he saij) protested 
to the government against the English Regium Do- 
num; but the Minister of the day has always told us, 
that so long as there are men amongst us who will 
receive it for the purpose of distribution, so long it 
shall be paid to our denomination. I wish it to go 
forth to these nine gentleir:en, for whom we all enter- 
tain a very cordial respect, that whatever may be 
their personal liberty on this subject, they owe 
defereuce to the generally expressed wish of their 
brethren. If this meeting were a hundred-fold larger 
than it is, I believe we should agree in requesting 
these nine gentlemen to withdraw from the anoma- 
lous position they occupy, in being the recipients 
and the distributors of that bounty. 

Mr C. Stover said: I very cordially second the 
resolution. We know that our adversaries have 
taken advantage of the Regiwm Donum, and have 
said tous, ** You receive it, however small may be 
its degree, and therefore you are not justified in 
deprecating the government support of religion”’ 
(hear, hear]. Ithink itis of immense importance to 
press this upon our brethen with the greatest con- 
stancy and earnestness ; and to render it matter of 
absolute necessity for them to decline receiving it. 
I am glad to find that the amount of the public 
opinion is so increasing, that it is almost impossible 
for our brethen to continue the reception of this 
grant. Never was it more important than at the 
present moment that they should refuse it. 

Mr A. Reep, B.A., said: A minister in my 
own neighbourhood was requested, at an anti-May- 
nooth meetir g, not long ago, to draw up a petition 
or resolution against the grant. He refused to doso, 
and, on being asked his reason, it came out that he 
was a recipient of the Regium Donum (hear, hear]. 
If the Regium Donum paralyses our exertions that 
way, I think we have sufficient reason for getting rid 
of it [cheers]. 

Mr May, of Ipswich, then read a series of resolu- 
tions moved by Mr Williams in the House of Com- 
mons, for the purpose of ascertaining the amount 
appropriated from the public money for the support 
of various ecclesiastical establishments, both at 
home and abroad. Thereisan idea, he said, in the 
miads of many members of the House of Commons, 
that the Regiwm Donum, as far as England is con- 
cerned, was done away with last year [crics of ‘‘ No’’]. 
Mr Williams told me that was the case, and there- 
fore his motion, with regard to that subject, only 
embraced Ireland [cries of ‘‘No,no”’’]. I was 
anxious to ascertain the fact, in order that I may 
set it right wherever I go. 

Mr J. C. Evans said, that arrangements had been 
made for petitioning parliament on the subject. 

Mr D. Pratt suggested that the word “ receiver ”’ 
should be introduced into the resolution. He con- 
tended, that the blame of receiving the parliamentary 
rant should not be placed “ solely,’’ as in the reso- 
ution, upon the distributors, but that it should also 
be equally applied to the recipients ; the present and 
former governments having repeatedly declared, 
that, so long as there were found any Dissenters 
willing to receive the money, they should feel bound 
to continue the grant (hear, we | 
Mr PorrincerR inquired, whether any gentleman 
had been appointed to succeed Dr Cox in the distri- 
bution of the Regium Donum. 

Dr Cox having replied in the affirmative, there 
were loud cries of ** Name.’’ The Doctor said, that 
he was not aware that it was improper to name the 

arty. Mr Peacock had been requested to succed 
Sis in the office. 

Mr Porttincer, of Bradford, Baptist minister, said 
that he haa for many years opposed the Regium Do- 
num. He would throw it out as a suggestion, and 
would be glad to act upon it himself, that a sum of 
money should be subscribed to meet the circum- 
stances of their honoured and beloved brethren, 
whose exigencies rendered it desirable that they 
should receive that miserable sum of money during 
their lifetime. He understood that Dr Pye Smith 
had said that he would give up the distribution 
of it, if the Dissenters would guarantce an equal 
amount. 

Mr Marks thought that the large congregations of 
London should take up the matter. 

Mr J. Smepmore, of Leicester, Independent mi- 
nister, said that the Regiwm Donum was often dis- 
tributed in localities and by individuals that would 
be little expected todoit. He heard last night, to his 
great astonishment, and he believed from the best 
source of information, that there was a gentleman 
resident in Leicester, who was either one of the dis- 
tributors, or the medium by which the grant reached 
its recipients in the county. He believed there was 
no minister in the town who would be guilty of the 
degradation of receiving it personally. 

Mr S. Green said that there was; he knew the 
name of a man that received it. 

Mr SmepMORE would not mention names; but it 
afforded him pleasure-that this resolution had been 
brought before the meeting. He hoped that hence- 
forth those parties would throw it up, and re- 
fuse to have anything to do with it. He was quite 
sure that an amount would be subscribed equal to 

that which had been hitherto received. 

Mr Grirritu, from Wales, said that he repre- 


sented fifteen churches, comprising twenty thousand 


people, and he was sure that they would not have 
sent him there, except under the hope that such a 
resolution as that now before them would be pro- 

osed. He was desired to ask whether it was the 
ietention of the Convention to advise sending peti- 
tions against the Regium Donum? The congregations 
he represented would act upon that plan themselves, 
but they thought it would be attended with no 
effect, unless there were combined action. 

The CnairMan said there was no such subject be- 
fore the Conference, 

Mr J. H. Hinton said that he most heartily con- 
curred in the resolution, and he rejoiced in the pro- 
posal to raise a similar sum for their poorer minis- 
ters. The Baptist Union last year sent a memorial 
to Sir Robert Peel on this subject; and he had the 
direct answer of Sir Robert Peel to the effect that, 
so long as any ministers would receive the money, 
lene patra would not stop it. It was, therefore, 
orced upon the Dissenters as a yoke, which they 
could not tell how to get rid of [hear, hear]. If he 
thought that raising a double amount, as a benevo- 
lent fund, would remove it, he would give himself 
heartily to the work; but how to get rid of the 
Regium Donum was to him a question insoluble. The 
committee of the Baptist Union were now in com- 
munication with Mr Bright, as to dividing the House 
upon it. The only feasible plan that he had yet 
heard was, to raise an equal sum of money, pay it 
over to the consolidated fund, and thus ridicule 
ministers out of it [laughter]. If the House of Com- 
mons came to a divisicn upon the question, then pe- 
titions might be of value—otherwise, they would 
not [hear, hear]. 

Mr J. Conver said that the Committee of Depu- 
ties was now in communication with Mr Bright and 
others on the Regium Donum. They had never done 
their duty by authorising their representatives to 
divide upon it. These notes were passed in a small 
House, and, if they secured a proper expression of 
opinion, they might get rid of it. Two years ago he 
took great pains to ascertain the best way of stop- 
ping the Regium Donum, and he had ascertained that 
it was not simply poor ministers that received it. 
He was told that they little knew sometimes where 
it went [hear, hear]. 

The resolution was then put and carried. 

Dr Masste, of Manchester, rose to move— 

‘* That in pledging themselves to oppose the endow- 
ment of Maynooth college, this Conference tender to 
their Roman Catholic fellow-subjects in Ireland their 
deepest sympathy on account of the centuries of wrong 
to which unequal laws have exposed them; and their 
congratulations that, by the more enlightened legisla- 
tion of modern times, not only iniquitous penal laws, 
which so long disgraced the nation’s statute-book, have 
been sesanied, but also that they have been raised to 
some of the enjoyment of those civil rights of which, 
because of their religious profession, they had been de- 
prived. They would record, moreover, their deep con- 
viction that the master grievance of Ireland still re- 
mains in the compulsory maintenance of a Protestant 
state church, with which the great majority of the po u- 
lation have neither fellowship nor sympathy: and that 
one of the first acts of just and impartial legislation for 
the good of Ireland, would be the legal removal of such 
an enormous outrage on the civil rights and religious 
convictions of the Roman Catholics and Dissenters of 
Ireland ; and, finally, they offer to Irish Roman Catho- 
lics, for themselves and those they represent, zealous, 
energetic, and persevering co-operation, to secure by 
constitutional means, for all classes of the Irish people, 
as for themselves, equal, just, and impartial liberty.’ 
He had had his say about the Irish church, and 
would therefore leave it to others to have theirs ; 
but he had received some resolutions from the 
furthest point north-east of Scotland, which he was 
desirous of reading. The Doctor then read the reso- 
lutions, which were in entire harmony with the pro- 
ceedings of this body. 

Mr Sesnr Vincent thought that the passing of 
the resolution by the Conference was not cnly neces- 
sary, but that they should take some steps to brin 
the subject before the thinking people of Irelan 
[cheers} 

Mr Norais, of Bristol, read the resolutions passed 
in that city, containing sentiments of approval as to 
the course pursued by this Conference. 

The resolution was then put and carried. 
~ Mr J. P. Mursex.x then read the address to the 
Irish people, which wi:l be found in another column, 
and which was received by the meeting with repeated 
eheers. 

Mr J. CaRuite said that he never exercised more 
self-denial than by simply moving the resolution in 
his hand. He looked upon that address with Irish 
eyes, and the sentiments which it breathed came 
home to his Irish heart. It was his solemn and set- 
tled conviction that the extensive circulation of that 
paper amongst seven millions of Roman Catholics 
would, under the blessing of God, produce the most 
happy results on Ireland. He begged to move :— 

‘That the address just read, to the Roman Catholics 
of Ireland, be adopted and signed by the Chairman, and 
circulated under the direction of the following commit- 
tee, consisting of the Revds J. Burnet and Carlile, and 
Messrs Swaine and Irvine.” 

Mr May, in seconding the resolution, said he rca 
garded the paper as one of immense importance, and 
calculated to do great good in Ireland. 

The resolution was then put and carried, after 
which the meeting was adjourned until five o’clock. 


EVENING BITTING. 


The delegates having re-assembled, 
Mr MoxrGawn rose to move— 


‘That the following memorial be presented to her 
Majesty, and that the Chairman and the Rev. Dr Cox 


be requested to make arrangements for the presentation 
of the same :— 


‘* May it please your Majesty— 
“We, your Majesty’s subjects, being Protestant Dis- 
senters in conference assembled from all parte of the 
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United Kingdom, humbly approach 
present our memorial and petition. e have witnessed 
with alarm the introduction to the legislature, by your 
Majesty’s advisers, of a bill for the permanent endow- 
ment of Maynooth college—a measure to which we con- 
scientiously object, on the ground of our deliberate con- 
viction that all state endowments of religion are dan- 
gerous to the liberty of the subject, subversive of the 
rights of conscience, opposed to the spirit of Chris- 
tianity, and offensive to God. We beg humbly to 
represent to your Majesty that this measure is bein 
pressed through parliament, in opposition to the senti- 
ments and feelings, se amigas gg constitutionally 
declared, of the British people. e, therefore, humbly 
but earnestly implore your Majesty to interpose your 
ph oe prerogative, and, by an appeal to your people, to 
rd them an opportunity of expressing their sense of 
the new course of policy upon which your Majesty’s 
ministers have entered.” 
They were told by the Times of that morning, that 
8,758 petitions had been presented against the grant 
to Maynooth, signed by 1,106,772 persons, which 
was more than the aggregate number of electors on 
the registrations of all the counties, cities, and bo- 
roughs in Great Britain, and constituted full one- 
eighteenth of the population of England, Wales, and 
Scotland. They now breathed a delightful air in 
London, and he trusted that they would return to 
the country to work out in detail the beautiful prin- 
ciples which had been here advanced. He did not 
know whether the Conference were disposed to ex- 
tend their views to education, but it was intimately 
connected with the subject, and he regretted that the 
British and Foreign School Society had consented to 
receive aid from the government [hear, hear]. 

Mr Davis, of Haverfordwest, in seconding the re- 
solution, said, that he appeared as the representative 
of the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists. Perhaps they 
might be surprised to see him there. In Wales they 
had long been in leading-strings, but they were now 
leaving them, and they had passed at the last meet- 
ing of the association a resolution on the no-endow- 
ment principle. There was not a more liberal body 
in South Wales than the Calvinistic Methodists. The 
fire was in the steel, and it only wanted a little Lon- 
don Dissent to bring it out [cheers]. If they were 
to listen to what was said sometimes in Haverford- 
west, they would find that they were thorough radi- 
cals, prepared to go the whole hog. 

The resolution was then put and carried. 

Mr Horton moved— 

‘‘That this Conference, bitterly disappointed at the 

rejection of the prayers of the petitions of the people 
against the Maynooth Bill by the House of Commons, 
earnestly recommend the Dissenters of the United King- 
dom to memorialise the Queen forthwith, praying her 
Majesty to afford her subjects a constitutional opportu- 
nity of expressing their opinion on the pending measure 
by dissolving the present Parliament.”’ 
Could the country have anticipated that such a mea- 
sure as the Maynooth Bill would have been intro- 
duced, measures might have been adopted at the last 
election to prevent it. But that had not been the 
case, and they must now meet the difficulty in the 
best way they could [hear, hear]. 


Mr Fexxn, of Nottingham, in seconding the reso- 
lution, said : I never had so decided a conviction of 
the necessity of acting up to our duty as on the pre- 
sent occasion. May I ask your attention to an im- 
portant point that was stated this morning? What 
are the characters of the men that are to represent 
us? We have not yet got rid of that feeling of 
weight which rests on the mind, that a member of 
Parliament is something supernatural; but he is 
nothing of the kind. A man will be well qualified 
if he has good common sense, a large portion of com- 
mon honesty, and such an education—cither original 
or acquired—as will enable him to pass muster with 
the men with whom he must associate in parliament ; 
and finally, and without which he will be worse than 
useless, he must have a capacity to withstand and 
+ aside the blandishments of a court or ministry. 

believe that men possessing these qualifications are 
to be found among Dissenters [cheers]. There is, 
however, another point essentially connected with 
this. A guarantee fund should be raised, for the 
purpose of defraying election expenses, and I would 
suggest the propriety of attention being turned to 
that important subject. 

Mr Ricuarpson suggested the propriety of getting 
up some monster meetings in London, with the view 
pecs the House and the Queen against the 

ill. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 

Mr J. M. Haze said, that he could not rise to pro- 
pens the next resolution without congratulating 

imself on the altered position in which he now 
stood. When he entered on public life in connexion 
with the press, it was his good fortune to co-operate 
with the Dissenters of Manchester, Nottingham, &c., 
in their agitation for the separation of church and 
state. In consequence of the part he then took, in 
connexion with some friends now on the platform, 
he alienated himself from his hereditary and educa- 
tional friends. But so far from lamenting it, he 
congratulated himself, as he had said, on the altered 
and improved circumstances in which they stood. 
The resolution he had to move would, he had no 
doubt, commend itself to the meeting. It was tothe 
following effcct :— 

‘That, while the members of this Convention, enter- 
taining the views expressed in previous resolutions, can- 
not regard the church establishment in England and 
Wales without sentiments of decided aversion, they feel 
themselves imperatively called upon, at this crisis, to pro- 
test against the church establishment in Ireland; that, 
besides being liable to objections founded upon other 
principles, the existence of such an institution in a 
country the bulk of whose inhabitants are attached to 
the Roman Catholic faith, is an intolerable burden, a 
useless expense, and a practical absurdity; that Ireland 
never can be, and never ought to be, at peace, until an 
institution so oppressive, so unnecessary, and 60 insult- 


our Majesty to | iug, is for ever abolished; that, therefore, petitions be 


presented to the two Houses of Parliament, praying for 
the abolition of the Irish church establishment, with due 
regard to vested interests; and that it be strongly re- 


| commended to the Protestant Dissenters throughout the 


United Kingdom to present similar petitions to the two 
Houses of Parliament without delay.” 


The institution to which that resolution referred 
had received condemnation from high authorities, 
on both sides of the House of Commons, and it was 
equally condemned by still more influential parties 
out of that House; and, if a conference of this sort 
separated without coming to such a resolution as 
that now read, it would do little, practically consi- 
dered, for any good purpose. He had become ac- 
quainted with a remarkable fact in relation to this 
subject. Connected with the holding of another 
conference elsewhere, a clergyman of the church of 
England, one of its greatest ornaments, was applied 
to by a gentleman who took a prominent part in it 
to join him in visiting Dublin for the purpose of 
holding an anti-Maynooth meeting. The rev. gen- 
tleman replied, that he could not go except upon 
one condition—namely, that he should have per- 
mission to express all the sentiments he entertained 
on the subject. It was his opinion that their Roman 
Catholic fellow-subjects were entitled to every right, 
civil and religious, which he himself possessed or 
desired. He wished also to express it as his opinion, 
clergyman as he was, that the Irish church esta- 
blishment ought to be abolished [cheers]. 

Mr St G. D'Arcy Irving, in seconding the reso- 
lution, said that Mr M‘Neil had stated that he 
would rather give up the Irish church than that 
the present bill should pass fhear, hear]. The 


great motive which had induced ministers to bring 


forward the Maynooth bill was, not to conciliate 
the Catholics, but to bolster up the church in Ire- 
land; and, though the bill would pass, he rejoiced 
that the subject had been brought before the coun. 
try, and that the Dissenting community had been 
roused by it, to feel that they must no longer 
be Dissenters from expediency, or because they liked 
to hear Mr So-and-so in preference to a clergyman, 
but Dissenters from principle. He had no doubt that 
great good would result to the community at large 
from the introduction of the measure. He had been 
delegated by nine constituencies to that Conference, 
one body of whom was the Congregational Union of 
Ireland. He then read the resolutions passed by 
that body, which elicited the approbation of the au- 
dience. They had some friends in Ireland who were 
not ashamed to make their principles known when 
it was most needed. ‘Time was when they would 
not have put forth such resolutions as those ; it was, 
therefore, a march in the right direction, and they 
ought to be encouraged to go onward ‘angguneg « 

Mr E. MIA tz stated, that the business, so far as it 
kad been prepared by the Committee for that pur- 
pose, had come to a conclusion before this resolution 
was brought forward. It contained an important 
practical principle at the close, but the preamble 
was somewhat anticipated by resolutions previously 
passed. 

A short discussion then arose, after which Mr 
Hane stated, that though the resolution had received 
the sanction of the two secretaries and the chairman, 

et, as he was exceedingly desirous that there should 
unanimity of feeling, and as there appeared to be 
some difference of opinion as to the expediency of 
passing such a resolution on that occasion, he would, 
with the consent of the meeting, withdraw it. 

Mr T. F. Newman then moved a resolution, hav- 
ing reference to the exclusion of Roman Catholics 
from Trinity College, Dublin, which was seconded 
by Mr Jones; but after a brief discussion on im- 
portant principles which it might involve, with re- 
ference to universities gencrally, and the propriety 
of Government interfering in any way with educa- 
tion, it was withdrawn. | 

Dr Gopwin moved the appointment of a Finance 
Committee to discharge the expenses attendant upon 
holding the Conference. 

Mr M. Tuomas, of Pontypool, in seconding the re- 
solution, said they had as much reason to complain 
of the Established Church in Wales as of the Epis- 
copal Church of Ireland. There were in Wales 
four bishoprics, and he wished that they would unite 
the four into one, and fling that one into the depth 
of the Atlantic [loud cheers]. There were only 
about a tithe of the inhabitants of Wales who be- 
longed to the Established Church, but, in order to 
keep it up, the mountain peasants and mountaineers 
were ground to the earth. It was his opinion that, 
with reference to the Regium Donum, it was not 
distributed to the very poorest and the very best 
men, for they would not condescend to apply for it 
{cheers]. 

The resolution was then put and carried. 

A vote of thanks was passed, amid loud applause, 
to the Business Committee and Secretaries. 

Mr Wi1u1AM Barnes moved, and Mr W. Forster 
seconded, a vote of thanks to the Chairman, which 
was carried by the delegates all rising from their 
seats and loudly cheering. 

The CHArrMAN rose and said:—I am obliged to 
yr for the acknowledgment of my humble services. 

felt anxious to secure for you all the objects you 
desired yourselves, If, in anything I have done to 
secure them, I have appeared to act strongly, I have 
to offer you an apology [cheers]. But, if you accept 
my humble services with anything like an acknow- 
ledgment, I can only say, that this is a cause in 
which I have now laboured for thirty years, and I 
have felt no reason during all that time to change my 
views of its importance, and now I think I am too old 
to change [cheers]. I shall be glad to see the 
friends on any occasion, in connexion with so good 
a cause, and I have as much reason to thank you for 
your good temper, and kind and willing subordination, 
as you have to thank me for my presidency [cheers]. 


The Doxology was then sung. Dr Cox concluded 


the proceedings by prayer, and the Convention was 
dissolved. 


Tux Late Conrerencr.—Before taking leave of 
this Maynooth question for the present, it is impos- 
sible for us not to notice a branch of the opposition 
to the grant out of doors, which has manifested it- 
self more particularly in the metropolis during the 
past week, and which does not deserve the same 
condemnation that other oppositions do. We allude to 
the Convention of general anti-endowment Dissenters, 
which has been held at Crosby hall from day to day 
during the week, attended by, we believe, nearly 
1,000 delegates from all parts of the country, and at 
which the tone of speaking, so far as we can under- 
stand, has been unexceptionable. They have for- 
mally repudiated the bigotry which some wecks ayo 
held forth in the Crown and Anchor, and at Exeter 
hall. They object not to the grant as an endow- 
ment of Peper on the contrary, some of the speak- 
ers went so far as to say, that if ever a public 
endowment, in aid of any sect, could be justified, 
that proposed in aid of the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land was justifiable on the ground of long injustice 
done them; but they object, in the same breath, to 
it and to all endowments, and call simultaneously 
for an application of the public money only to na- 
tional purposes. This is both an intelligible and 
unobjectionable ground of action; and, with our 
views of the duties of governments, it is impossible 
for us not to acknowledge the justice of such ground. 
It cannot any longer be concealed, that the patch- 
work legislation of these times must soon be over- 
wauled; we must have a few first principles better 
understood, and exactly acted on; and government 
will become a much simpler thing than it is made to 
seem at present, and the people much happier than 
it is notorious that they now are.— Lconomist. 

Petitions AGAINST THE Maynootu Biii.—It will 
interest our readers to know, that up to the date at 
which the last report was made up, the number of 
petitions presented to the House of Commons were : 
—For the Maynooth bill, 61 petitions, with 16,157 
signatures; against it, 8,713 petitions, with 1,103,516 
signatures, 

Meetings of Protestant Dissenters, to express their 
real ground of opposition to the Maynooth bill, are 
to be held this week at Norwich, Bradford, and 
other important places throughout the country. 

SEIZURE FOR Sarno Rates.—A few days since, 
a seizure was made for church rates, upon Mr James 
Conder, in St Lawrence parish, when no less than 
138lbs of loaf sugar were taken, which cost 
£4 6s. 14d. The rate amounted to £1 2s. 8d. The 
following is the account rendered to Mr Conder ;--- 


Mr James Conder, in account with the Churchwardens of St 
Lawrence parish, Ipswich. 


£s. d, £ os. dv 

To amount of goods Toamount ofrate .. 1 2 8 
Peer een 2 4 2/| Magistrate’sclerk’sfee 0 9 6 
BOUT 000s cnccseontncs 0 3 0 

Warrant of distress... 0 1 6 

Constable .......... 0 2 6 

Assistant......eceee. 0 2 6 

Appraiser ...... ore fF 

£2 4 2 £2 4 2 


The same officers were engaged in this seizure as in 
the case of Mr Choat, reported in our last. The 
sugar cost 74d. per lb, but was appraised at a little 
under 4d, per lb. !—IJpswich Express. 


PuseyismM.—Cnourcu Rate Rerusep.—The inhabi- 
tants of St George in the East, affronted by the 
Puseyite practices of their rector, Mr Byam Kings 
on Saturday, after a poll, refused to grant a chure 
rate of one penny in the pound, by 164 to 30 votes. 

Rervsau ro Pay a Cuuncn Ratr.—At the Brad- 
ford court house on Wednesday, Mr John Varley, of 
Stanningley, was summoned for refusing to psy his 
quota of achurch rate, £1 14s. 114d., for the chapelry 
of Pudsey. Mr 8, Field made the charge; but, as it 
appeared a demand for the sum had never been dis- 
tinctly made, the magistrates dismissed the informa- 
tion. Mr Richardson, of Leeds, appeared for the 
defendant.— Bradford Observer. 


Cuurcu Rares v, Votuntaryism.—At a parish 
meeting, held in the school room, Diseworth, on the 
7th inst, the Rev. T. Beybie, vicar, in the chair, a 
rate for the repair and maintenance of the church 
was proposed by the vicar’s warden, but the parish 
warden being a Dissenter, recommended a subscrip- 
tion being entered into instead; and being supported 
in his views by nearly every person present, a sub- 
scription was entered into on the spot, which 
amounted to upwards of £20, and which, not being 
wanted for any past expense, is placed at the dispo- 
sal of the churchwardens for future contingencies. 
The vicar protested against the voluntary principle, 
and contended for a rate as being ‘according to 
law;'’ but eventually he added a liberal sum to the 
free- will offerings of his parishioners. —Nott's Review. 

Tue Enousn Caurcu.—Our church bears, and 
has ever borne, the marks of her birth; the child of 
regal and aristocratic selfishness and unprincipled 
tyranny, she has never dared to speak to the great, 
but has contented herself with lecturing the poor.— 
Dr Arnold, 

Tus Vicar or Gepney ( aw man !) has addressed 
a letter “to the clergy,” which appears as an adver- 
tisement in the Stamford Mercury, bitterly complain- 
ing of the miserable amount of support he es 
received in prosecuting the late burial case o 
‘‘ Mastin versus Escott. — ee be the result 

. ifice of the clergymen :— 

“=e peers by the defendant in costs, &c., is 
£1017, and the sum subscribed by the clergy, as far as 
it has reached the hands of the defendant, is £137 5s. Gd., 
being the munificent sum of rather more than twopence- 
farthing, but not quite tage gente. oe seny each; and 
the defendant is desirous of mentionin that, although 
the amount of subscription, if divided amongst the 


clergy, would haye been as small in proportion to each 
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individual as is now stated, yet very few, not above one 
hundred of the fifteen thousand, subscribed anything, 


and of them only one of those who style themselves 
“ faithful friend and brother.” 


The vicar magnanimously concludes :— 

I am the defendant in the above case—no time-server, 
as one-half of you are—no mean, dishonourable, deserter 
of his church, as many of you are—neither a breaker of 
his ordination vows, as some of you are—but your true 
friend, T. 8. ESCOTT, Vicar of Gedney. 

Gedney, May 20, 1846. 


SCOTCH ECCLESIASTICAL ASSEMBLIES. 


THe GeneRAL AssEMBLY oF THE Free CHURCH 
commenced its sittings in the hall, at Canonmills, 
Edinburgh, on Thursday. Mr Henry Grey, late 
Moderator, delivered an able and appropriate dis- 
course from the 8th verse of the second epistle of 
John. The spacious hall wascrowded. The assem- 
bly having been constituted with prayer, the roll of 
members was made up. The late modefator proposed 
Dr M‘Farlan, of Glasgow, as moderator for the 
ensuing year, which was seconded by Mr Fox Maule, 
and unanimously agreed to. The moderator, on 
taking the chair, said, that instead of 470 congrega- 
tions, corresponding to the number of out-going 
ministers of the time of the disruption, there are 
now 700 congregations, and 625 ordained ministers, 
and the number of adherents, old and young, may be 
fairly estimated at a third part of the population of 
Scotland. About five hundred churches have been 
built, and the expense of their erection has been en- 
tirely defrayed in many instances by the congrega- 
tions. He referred to the necessity of an equal 
contribution, according to the means of each congre- 
gation, for the sustentation fund, and to the progress 
of the church’s missionary schemes; and afterwards 
called attention to the subject of Popery, in regard to 
the support which it is receiving from government, 
and the duty which devolved upon the church to 
resist the sulbewinant of Maynooth. The moderator 
also alluded, in affecting terms, to the loss which the 
church has sustained since last assembly, by the 
death of Dr Abercrombie and of Dr Welsh. He 
announced that Dr D’Aubigné is to be present in 
the assembly this week. The assembly then ad- 
journed. On Friday the assembly was engaged for 
a considerable part of the forenoon sederunt in de- 
votional exercises. Dr Makellar then brought 
forward the report of the board of missions and 
education, and was followed by Dr Wilson, Mr 
Dunlop, and others, who gave a most interesting 
account of this department of the church’s labours. 
The evening sederunt was devoted to the discussion 

of Sabbath observance. 

Tur GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE ESTABLISHED 
Cuurcn or ScoTLanp met on Thursday, in the New 
hall, on the Castle hill, Edinburgh. The Marquis 
of Bute, the Lord High Commissioner, was present, 
and a large assemblage of the aristocracy and gentry. 
Dr Hill, of Glasgow, was chosen moderator. The pro- 
ceedings were destitute of interest. The High Com- 
missioner announced that her Majesty had placed at 

‘their disposal the sum of £2,000 for the promotion 
of Christianity in the Highlands and Islands of Scot- 
land. The moderator then said, it was their earnest 
preys that nothing might occur that should’ induce 
er Majesty to withdraw from the church that 
affectionate confidence with which she was pleased 
to approach that assembly, or to alter that position 
in which she stood as the nursing mother of religion. 
Tue Unitep Secession AND ReEtiEeF Synops have 
just concluded their sittings at Edinburgh. The 
meetings of the former Synod extended over two 
weeks, and were of a most exciting and interesting 
character. There never was such a numerous at- 
tendance of members. The great source of interest 
was the debate on the doctrine of the atonement—a 
question which has long agitated the Secession 
church. The discussion ran very high. It was re- 
solved, by a majority of 84 to 28, that Dr Marshall 
be admonished by the Moderator for the charge of 
Arminianism brought against Dr Brown, and for 
holding tenets not in accordance with the doctrines 
of the church. Dr Marshall submitted to the admo- 
nition, but refused to retract. He said that he viewed 
the censure as a victory and a triumph; and on re- 
tiring from the bar, he was met and congratulated by 
a number of his friends. Friday was devoted to 
missions and other pressing business, and the Court 
adjourned to the 2ist July ensuing. It meets so 
soon, to finish the business which has been left, but 
rincipally to settle the charges against Dr Brown, 
before the meeting of the Theological Hall in Glas- 
gow. ‘Thus (says the Edinburgh Chronicle) ended 
the meeting of Synod—one of the most unprofitable 
we ever sien A whole fortnight spent on little 
more than efforts to stave off the discussion of a par- 
ticular question ; and what has been gained? Almost 
all the other important business has been neglected, 
and the question will come before the Synod, in July, 
in another and mcre tangible form, and we may then 
expect a renewal of the bitter contest which we have 
80 Tately witnessed.”’ The Relief Synod closed its 
sittings on the same day. The principal topics 
which occupied its attention were—the union with 
the United Secession church which is likely soon to 
be effected, the state of the finances, and various 
matters of internal government. It was estimated 
that, during the last eighteen months, £6,500 of debt 
had been cleared off; and if the sums collected by 
congregations who had not applied to the fund for 
aid were taken into account, the debt paid would 
amount to £10,000. Resolutions, condemnatory of 
university tests, the Maynooth bill on non-endow- 
ment principles, and appointing two delegates to the 
meeting preliminary to the proposed Conference of 
Protestant churches throughout the world, were 
unanimously adopted. The next Synod was ap- 
pointed to be held in May, 1846. 


| Tae Free Cuurcy or Scortanp AND AMERICAN 
Sravery.— The Rev. Dr Chalmers, anticipating a 
warm discussion on the subject of American slavery 
‘in the General Assembly, which met this week at 
Edinburgh, has addressed a long letter to the editor 
of the Witness newspaper, the object of which is to 
justify the Free church in receiving the contribu- 
tions of slave-holders and slave-holding churches in 
America in aid of her funds. The rev. doctor con- 
demns slavery as ‘‘an sbominable thing,’’ an “ atro- 
cious system,’ a ‘‘ special enormity,’’ ‘ inimical to 
Christianity,’’ ‘‘ chargeable with atrocities and evils 
the most hideous and most appalling which have 
either afflicted or deformed our species,’ ‘* a system 
full of abominations and horrors,’ ‘* the evils and 
atrocities of which require only to be know that 
they may be execrated by all the wise and good 
of the civilised world ;’’ and yet he adds, as ‘* Chris- 
tianity deals not with civil and political institutions, 
to which American slavery especially appertains, 
the church has no right to excommunicate the slave- 
holder, and no scriptural warrant to refuse him the 
privilege of partaking her sacred ordinances ;"’ that 
is to say, a man may be a slave-holder and a Chris- 
tian, partaking of all these abominations with im- 
punity! On some such philosophy as this, we pre- 
sume, the Presbyterian church in South Carolina 
published the subjoined advertisement on the 3rd of 
March last, in the Savannah Republican :— 

Will be sold, on the first Tuesday in March next, in 
front of the Court-house, in the city of Darien, between 
the legal hours of sale, the following negro slaves :— 
Charles, Peggy, Antonett, Davy, September, Maria, 
Jenny, and Isaac, levied on as the aig eg of Henry T. 
Hall, to satisfy a mortgage issued out of M‘Intosh supe- 
rior court, in favour of the board of directors of the 
theological seminary of the synod of South Carolina and 
Georgia, against said Henry T. Hall. Conditions—cash. 
C. O. Neal, deputy sheriff, M.C. 
So the only Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 
the southern states of much note, seizes and sells at 
auction as brute beasts, human beings, made in the 
image of God, to get money to educate Presbyterian 
ministers! Such is the piety of American slave- 
holders, with whom Dr Chalmers would ‘have the 
Free Church of Scotland sympathise !— Birmingham 
Pilot. 


Worrespondence. 


A NEW DANGER—CHARITABLE TRUSTS BILL. 
To the Editor of the Nonconformist. 


Sirn—Excited and absorbed as the public mind is at 
present by the Maynooth and other stirring questions, 
there appears to me great fear lest a measure which is 
now before Parliament, less obviously affecting the in- 
terests of the religious public, and especially of Protes- 
tant Dissenters, but of the most dangerous and destruc- 
tive character to their own institutions, should pass into 
a law unobserved, especially as its true character has 
been studiously misrepresented, like Satan transformed 
into an angel of light. I refer to the Lord Chancellor’s 
Bill, entitled ‘‘ An Act for securing the due administra- 
tion of Charitable Trusts in England and Wales.”’ 

Its object is to establish a perpetual Board of Com- 
missioners, who are to have the complete control of all 
Charities having incomes not exceeding £50 a year, or 
not exceeding £1,200 in gross value ; the funds of which 
are to contribute sixpence in the pound for the support 
of the said Board. The larger Charities are to be placed 
under its superintendence, and the most arbitrary powers 
are given, without appeal, which will enable the Com- 
missioners to require yearly accounts, to inspect all 
account-books and vouchers, to allow or disallow the 
expenditure, to examine all trustees, agents, or servants, 


possession of deeds and documents, to receive surrenders 
of any trust property, to take and administer the funds 
at their own discretion, and to divert to other uses, at 
their discretion, property ase ope applicable to pur- 
poses directed by the donors. In short, a more tyranni- 
cal measure has hardly been devised since the reigns of 
the Tudors and Stuarts, and the Board will be, in effect, 
a new Star Chamber. — 

In a Bill prepared last year, the Trusts of Roman 
Catholics, Jews, and Quakers were excepted ; but in this 
Bill the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, and 
some other Corporations of royal foundation, alone are 
exempted. The Corporate Companies of the City of 
London are seeking to obtain like exemption, and are 
the only persons (so far as I can learn) who are awake 
to the danger; but they are endeavouring to escape 
from its operation, rather than to defeat the measure. 


When Nonconformists remember that all their Re- 
ligious Trusts come under the general denomination of 
Charities, and that every Meeting House and Burial 
Ground constitutes a ‘‘ Charity” in the eye of the law, 
there is no end to the vexatious interference and direct 
spoliation, which may be expected from this measure. 

O-MORROW (Thursday) the Bill will be read the second 
time in the House of Lords. I shall petition individually, 
and I would earnestly call on my brethren and friends, 
on every Trust, every Society, and every Congregation, 
to use the utmost vigour in putting a stop to this most 
unconstitutiofal and iniquitous attack on our liberties 
and institutions—institutions which, having been freely 
established, and not corrupted by the product of taxation, 
or by State- Patronage—ought to remain free from all 
State interference. If there be faults or abuses, ‘‘ the 
law is open, and there are deputies ;” let them be settled 
by law and equity, not by the arbitrary power of the 
creatures of any corrupt government. 

Iam, Sik, yours truly, 
WILLIAM HENRY BLACK. 

Mill Yard, Goodman’s Fields, 

London, 21st May, 1845. 


The Morning Chronicle gives prominence to a re- 
port, that an old dispute, which had subsisted less 
or more since 1841, between Lord Sanvon and many 
of his immediate supporters in Liverpool, has the 
appearance of coming to a crisis which will in all 
probability result in the resignation of the noble lord, 
or at least will prevent him, on any future occasion, 
offering his services to that constituency, 


on oath, to fine the refractory, and expel them, to take - 


—_— 
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FOREIGN. 

Tauit1t.—A letter from Papaiti, dated Dec. 23rd, 
contains the following passage :— 

‘¢ We saw her at Raiatea, and one of the two fortresses 

which her friends there have erected for her defence. I 
perceived in her far more of-an- air of sadness than she 
used to exhibit; but she brightened up, while assurances 
of sympathy were read to her from Sydney, and con- 
veyed to her by me from many friends in England. She 
says she will not now admit of even a protectorate, while 
the people declare themselves willing to die in her de- 
fence ; and the French know now that it is no idle boast. 
The French have a few of the rabble with them ; but all 
the MEN of the land are in the camps, and they act as if 
the spirit of Cromwell’s troops inspired them; they are 
‘‘praying’’ men. They could long ago have driven the 
French to their ships, and kept them there, had not Po- 
mare and the calumniated missionaries induced them to 
desist. As for the three out of the four traitor chiefs, 
who are in the pay of France, they are forsaken by their 
own people—are ashamed of themselves, and are 
wretched.” 
The papers publish a long, simple, and earnest 
address to the King of the French, from Queen 
Pomare, in which she detaiis all the events con- 
nected with the visit of the French individually, and 
their occupation of the island. ‘‘ We will only re- 
mark,’’ says the Times, ‘‘ that the tone of the letter 
is simple and dignified, and must ae sg een to 
the hearts of all impartial readers.”’ e have only 
room for the concluding portion :— 

‘¢ Bruat has sent his steamer to fetch me, and that he 
might get me into his hands; but I fled to the mountains, 
where I now dwell in a bad hut. 

‘‘T did not receive his message, because I cannot trust 
his word, because he does not hoist my flag, and does not 
restore me to my house and my land. He also says that 
I am guilty, because I will not desert my old and true 
friends, men of Britain. I will never cast them off, nor 
will I ever cast off my faith, neither will my people do so, 
on account of whatever may happen. 

‘‘T am now residing upon the Island of Raiatea; it is 
not my land now; it never was my land from of old to 
the present time. 


** Tahaa, Raiatea, Huahine, Maiaviti, Borabora, and 
Maurua, are different governments, and they have differ- 
ent kings; but they are all my friends, and will not 
leave me; they will protect me. I will consult them; I 
will also consult the British in my troubles. 

‘‘T am now waiting to hear the last word from France, 
and from my friend and great and good sister, Queen 
Victoria, and I trust in the justice and good faith of the 
King Louis Philippe. I know you have good and wise 
counsellors and statesmen, that think well of us, and 
speak well for me, and I and my people will love them, 
and be grateful to them. And now, O King, do unto me 
as you would be done unto, and think of me as a woman, 
and near giving birth to another child. I hear that the 
Queen of France is a good woman, and that she also is a 
mother. She will know how to compassionate me; I 
now pray her to support me. 

‘¢ This is all I have to say, and it istruth. If it be not 
the truth, cast me off. I should not then deserve to be 
well treated: but I now say, it is all truth. 

‘¢‘ And now may you be well protected by the true God. 

, ‘* POMARE. 

‘Encampment of Vaiaau, in the island of Raiatea, 
this 25th day of September, in the year 1844.” __ 

Inp1a.—The over-land Calcutta mail brings intel- 
ligence from that city to the 7th April, and from 
Madras to the 14th. It adds searcely anything to 
that already obtained by way of Bombay. The 
Punjaub remained in a very unsettled state ; but the 
Khalsa troops had come to an arrangment withGoolab 
Singh, who was to pay them thirty-six lacs of rupees. 
The refugees from Sawunt Warree, Phond Savant 
and his confederates, continued to find sanctuary in 
the Goa territories; the Portuguese Governor still 
refusing to allow the British troops to follow the 
rebels within his frontier, and being unable to drive 
out the refugees himself. The cholera prevailed at 
Calcutta, but was not of a nature to excite more than 
the common alarm at its appearance. In Ceylon, 
Governor Sir Colin Campbell is blamed for allowing 
some adoring Siamese priests to see a ‘‘tooth of 
Buddh,”’ which is preserved.by the British Govern- 
ment. It is reported, for the hundredth time, that 
Aden has been surprised and seized by the Arabs. 

SWITZERLAND. — Much anxiety has been felt in 
Switzerland respecting the fate of Dr Steiger, a 
leader in the invasion of Lucerne, who had been 
sentenced to death. He was much respected; but 
efforts to mitigate his punishment were vain. We 
now learn that he has been pardoned by the Govern- 
ment of Lucerne, not out of grace, but at the demand 
of the cantons of Berne, Zurich, and Argau; the 
representatives of which threatened that if he were 
executed the troops of those cantons would instantly 
march upon Lucerne. 

Tue Canapa Corn Biiit.—A letter from Upper 
Canada, dated about the end of March, says—‘‘ ‘The 
decline of price in flour makes us very anxious here, 
and though we shall send over some thousand barrels, 
nothing but a change in the market will make it 
other than atight match to make both ends meet.’’ 
The present English price of flour is evidently run- 
ning the Canadian exporters hard. 

Turkish ParLiaMeNTt.—Among the new phases 
of political society, one not of the least remarkable 
has been the calling together of a Parliament of the 
Turkish empire, at Constantinople, by the Sultan. 
There are to be representatives from every province, 
to bring forward their respective wants and griev- 
ances; and their object is to ascertain what is best 
to be done to remove the former and redress the 
latter. 

EnouisH Voracity.—The Presse states that cer- 
tain English speculators have monopolised all the 
eggs in the Pas de Calais, and in Flanders, in order 
to supply the London market with the new-laid 
article. The English forestallers have also pur- 
chased all the fruit remaining on hand in the same 
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districts, even to the old apples packed in the cellars. 
All those articles are conveyed to London in steam- 
boats. Some Englishmen have, moreover, arrived at 
Eperlecques, near St Omer, and have contracted 
there and in the neighbouring communes for the 
purchase of the growing crop of cherries, of which 
the blossoms are not yet developed. Not content 
with purchasing the remains of the fruit of last 
year, they speculate on the hopes of the future, 

France.—General Delurue was lately sent to make 
a treaty of limitation with the Emperor of Morocco, 
whose commissioners concluded a treaty of commerce, 
and ceded territory to France to which it had no 
claim. General Delarue bribed the Emperor’s com- 
missioners, and by these means obtained the cession 
of the territory in question, although it never be- 
longed to the Algerine territory. For yielding to 
such practices the Emperor has imprisoned his com- 
missioners. Whether this will lead to renewed hos- 
tilities is as yet uncertain. Politics were kept in 
abeyance in Paris. Railroad speculation, debates 
and writings on railroad subjects, and railroad intel- 
ligence of all kinds, had superseded all other subjects 
in public estimation. 


METROPOLITAN COMPLETE SUFFRAGE 
ASSOCIATION, 

On Wednesday evening the members.and friends 
of this association held a tea party and soirée in the 
large room of the Crown and Anchor tavern. Not- 
withstanding the somewhat high price of the tickets 
there were about 500 persons present, including a 
large proportion of ladies, and towards the latter 
part of the proceedings the room completely filled. 
We must say that, considering the high charge of ad- 
mission, the company were justified in expecting 
from the proprietors of the tavern a somewhat better 
provision for the evening's refreshiment, which could 
scarcely have been more meagre. This defect in the 
arrangements, however, diminished in no degree the 
interest taken by the company in the evening’s pro- 
ceedings. 

The consistent and worthy member for Rochdale, 
Mr Sharman Crawford, occupied the chair; and at 
his entrance, and throughout the evening, was re- 
ceived in a manner which showed that his valuable 
services in the cause of political reform were fully 
appreciated by all present. He was supported by 
several of the well-known friends of the cause, in- 
cluding Lawrence Heyworth, Esq , of Liverpool; Mr 
Spencer, of Hinton Charterhouse, near Bath; Col. 
Thompson ; Mr Dawson, of Birmingham, Baptist mi- 
nister ; R. Taylor, Esq.; Dr Price; MrJ. Pumphrey, 
of Birmingham ; Dr Godwin, of Oxford ; Mr Thomas, 
theological tutor of Pontypool college, Wales; Mr 
Mursell, of Leicester; Mr Bayley, of Sheffield ; 
Edward Davy, Esq., Dr Oxley, E. Clarke, Esq., J. 
M. Webb, Esq., Dr Epps, W. H. Ashurst, Esq., 
Mr H. Vincent, Mr J. H. Wilson, &c.,&e. We had 
prepared a report of the interesting speeches delivered 
on the occasion, but the large demand upon our 
columns has obliged us to exclude it, and substitute 
the present brief summary. 

After an effective address from the Chairman, on 
the right of the people to the suffrage, during the 
delivery of which he was much cheered, 

The Secretany read a letter from Joseph Sturge, 
Esq., expressing his warm interest in the cause, and 
regretting that unavoidable circumstances prevented 
his attendance. 

Mr ‘Tuomas Spencer, of Bath, proposed the first 
sentiment, namely :— ‘‘ The complete suffrage move- 
ment, which is based on the principles of truth 
and justice, and is thoroughly Christian in its cha- 
racter. May its principles soon become the politi- 
cal creed of every earnest and upright man.”’: In 
an able and convincing, but, under the circum- 
stances, somewhat too protracted a speech, he pro- 
ceede.! to discuss the question of complete suffrage, 
and point out the justice and advantage to all parties 
of conceding their rights to the unrepresented 
millions. 

Dr Epps seconded the sentiment in a most elo- 
quent and heart-stirring appeal. 

LAWRENCE Heywortn, Esq., of Liverpool, pro- 
posed this sentiment :—‘‘ The representation of the 
people. May the present electoral system, which is 
destructive of all mental honesty and self-respect, 
clothes vice in the garb of virtue, and is equally op- 
posed to true wisdom and genuine liberty, be 
speedily replaced by one of equal justice to .all.’’ 
He supported this movement because he believed it 
would be productive of the greatest good and com- 
fort to the people at large [cheers]. Nor would 
their labours be circumscribed to this country. Eng. 
land was at the head of the nations of the world, 
and whenever she effected this great good it would 
_ be an example to the rest of the human race. He 
proceeded to show that Magna Charta was based 
upon the principle that all men paying taxes should 
have a voice in the election of the representatives. 

Mr Dawson, of Birmingham, followed. He pro- 
ceeded to examine and expose the various cants of 
the day in connexion with political and religious 
- topics—such as, that the Bible did not teach polities, 
and that it was not right for religious men to be po- 
litical, This he did with a vigour and sincerity 
which fully carried the audience with him. He 
dwelt largely upon the notorious fact that the 
teachers of religion had lost their hold upon the 
masses of their countrymen, and examined the 
causes of it. It arose from the want of sympathy 
between the two parties—the absence of that reli- 
gious equality which was avowed in theory but not 
supported in practice. He quoted with approbation 
Dr Arnold's saying—that the clergy ought to be the 
tribunes of the people. He had endeavoured to 
support the two characters in Birmingham, and had 
been successful. 


Colonel TuomPson proposed the next sentiment— 


viz., ‘* May present events bring home to the mind 
of every man the conviction that any House of Com- 
mons which does not truly represent the people is a 
‘mockery, a delusion, and a snare,’ and that there 
is no safeguard for the liberties of the country but in 
a full and free representation of the people at large.”’ 
The gallant Colonel, who was received with loud 
cheers, said, in proposing the resolution, that the 
glorious cause for which they were contending was 
at the present moment in a most depressed state. Those 
now assembled might be called the wreck of what was 
once a most hopeful cause. He then gave them a 
sketch ofthe principal causes of this unfortunate result. 
The gallant Colonel proceeded to comment, in his 
usual felicitous language, upon the terms of the reso- 
lution, and concluded his eloquent address by ex- 
pressing a hope that this Associatior was the germ 
of a great movement in which the people at large 
would take part, depending entirely upon them- 
selves, for some of the greatest jealousies against the 
cause were those that were entertained by the higher 
and middle classes. He resumed his seat amidst the 
loudest applause. 

Mr E. MIALL seconded the sentiment, in a short 
but effective speech. He pointed out the various 
evils to society, resulting from the maintenance of 
that great ‘‘ organised hypocrisy ’’ —the House of 
Commons, which was always representing that as 
true, which was known to be false. The tendency 
of this state of things was to break down manliness, 
sincerity, and candour in society. It was eating out 
the heart of the English character. Such a state of 
things could not last long. No portion of mankind 
could, for any length of time, be governed by a false- 
hood ; and he hoped, when the change was made, it 
would be complete and final. 

Mr S. CraAwrorp, at the conclusion of Mr Miall’s 
speech, signified that he was obliged to leave the 
chair in order to attend his duties in the House of 
Commons, and he accordingly left the chair, all the 
company standing up to do him honour, and loudly 
cheering him as he left the room. 

Colonel Thompson was unanimously elected to 
the chair. 

Dr Price proposed a resolution in favour of the 
press, and might it advocate the enfranchisement of 
the people. 

Mr Murs tt, of Leicester, seeonded the sentiment. 

Mr Henry Vincent (who was received with great 
applause) proposed as a sentiment that, at the next 
general election, they should vote only for those who 
should pledge themselves for the complete suffrage 
(hear, hear]. Mr Vincent stated, in a most eloquent, 
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though brief address, that he was perfectly prepared 
to give his assent to that principle. The cause 
of reform might seem to be retarded by such a 
course; but it was, in fact, the only means of 
obtaining the great object of their ambition. Let 
them see where they were at present, by partial 
and bit-by-bit measures. They now had a tory 
ministry, with a majority of ninety. He had 
been present at the Anti-corn-law Bazaar the day 
before, and had seen them all thrown into great ex- 
citement by the fact of Lord J. Russell being pre- 
sent. But he did not pay attention to such small 
facts, and would take good care to unmask the false 
friend of the people at the next general election 
upon the hustings [loud cheers]. Want of space 
prevents us giving more of Mr Vincent’s admirable 
address. 

Mr Esenezer CLARKE addressed the meeting on 
the importance of employing a permanent paid lec- 
turer in the metropolis; and offered to join any 
eleven men who would devote a month each to the 
promotion of the complete suffrage movement by 
this means. 

The meeting broke up, after passing a cordial vote 
of thanks to Colonel Thompson. 


Tue Dissenters’ Convention.—The following are 
the names of delegates to the late Conference at 
Crosby hall, not included in the list given last 
week :-— 

London—Independent church, Mortimer street, Regent street, 
Dr Lankester and Mr James Barnard, 


Northampton—College street chapel, Mr W. Errington and Mr 
W. Bontems. 


Wostscript. 
Wednesday, May 28th. 


THe Queen’s Birtnpay was on Saturday, but 
was celebrated yesterday. A grand drawing-room, 
very fully attended, was held by her Majesty in St 
James’s palace. State dinners, in honour of the 
day, were given by the principal ministers and 
great officers of state; the guests invited appear- 
ing at all the banquets in court dresses. All the 
vessels on the river displayed their flags—in the 
evening the club-houses and theatres were illumi- 
nated—and the Queen's tradesmen and others who 
are dependent upon, and derive a pecuniary benefit 
from royalty, dined together, The bells of the va- 
rious churches kept up a continuous peal, which was 
more noisy than agreeable. 

Tue Arctic Expepirion.—The Erebus and Terror 
discovery ships, with the transport, in tow of the 
Rattler steam sloop and the Monkey tug, weighed 
anchor on Saturday, at five a.m., in Aldborough 
bay, and proceeded to the Orkney Islands, on their 
way to the Arctic circle.—-Globe. 

e are glad to observe that the address of the 
late Conference of Protestant Dissenters to the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland appears in this morn- 
ing’s Times. 

Tue Destructive Fire at Raggett’s hotel, Dover’ 
street, Piccadilly, resulted, we are sorry to find, in the 
death of four persons, at least—viz., Mrs John 
Round, aged 56, the lady of the hon. member for 
Maldon; Mr Raggett, sen., the proprietor of the ' 
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hotel; his daughter, Miss Raggett, aged 27; and 
Mrs Jones, a nurse in the service of the Earl of 
Huntingdon. The fire was caused by Miss King, 
who was, with her father, a visitor at the hotel. 
She set fire to the bed-curtains in her bedroom. 
The rapidity and intensity of the fire may beaccounted 
for from the fact that the whole of the apartments 
were wainscoted, and that there was three times as 
much wood in the building as is usual in modern 
houses. Mrs Raggett is not expected to recover 
the shock she has experienced by this calamity. 
Yesterday but faint hopes were entertained of her 
life by her medical advisers. The house is a com- 
plete ruin; the whole of the valuable contents are 
destroyed. Most of the visitors have lost their 
valuable property, and it is stated that the Countess 
of Huntingdon has lost upwards of £3,000 worth of 


‘ewellery. The total loss of property is estimated at 
jittle short of £30,000. ara 


Tua Intsh Catuonic Bisnors AND tue Epvea. 
TION ScuEME.—QOn Saturday a deputation from the 
Irish Roman Catholic bishops waited upon the Lord 
Lieutenant, to present to him the memorial adopted 
by them in reference to the education scheme. His 
Excellency seemed to be of opinion that there would 
be no serious difficulty on any point suggested in 
the memorial, with the exception of the appointment 
of a board of trustees in whom the nomination of 
the professors should be vested. On that point his 
Excellency stated it as his conviction that the 
government would feel it their duty to give a decided 
negative. The change sought in this respect in- 
volved a principle to which he conceived the govern- 
ment would feel bound to adhere; but, in regard 
to the matters of detail suggested, every disposition 
existed to render the measure as useful and satis- 
factory as possible. The Times’ correspondent says :— 
“‘ It is reported in Roman Catholic circles that the 
resolutions of the prelates by no means speak the 
genuine sentiments of the majority of the body— 
that, in fact, the government measure met with 
almost unanimous approval, but that, calculating on 
the pliancy of the Premier, it was determined to ask 
as much as possible, with the moral certainty that 
the Minister would yield something to satisfy their 
religious scruples."’ 

STATE OF [RELAND.—‘‘ Conciliation” appears to have 
made but slight progress towards tranquillising the dis- 
turbed districts. Accounts from Cavan and Leitrim, 
published in the Evening Mail, represent those coun- 
ties as in a state little short of open insurrection. 

Tue Repeat Association met, as usual, on Mon- 
day, in the Conciliation hall—Counsellor Moriarty 
in the chair. In referring to the Tara hill demon- 
stration, Mr O’Connell said :— 

On a former occasion the decorations in the town of 
Kells were entirely confined to the houses of the Roman 
Catholics, but on the present occasion seven out of the 
eight Protestant houses were decorated cheers]. In 
Navan an equally gratifying exhibition took place. All 
the Protestants of that town joined in the demonstration, 
and decorated their houses in honour of the occasion. 
The Irish Education bill was then the chief topic of 
discussion, and the debate thereupon had not closed 
when the report left. Mr S. O’Brien led the way 
by feebly condemning the measure, but giving his 
approval to the mixed system of education :— 

On the whole, he condemned the government system 
of education, with the exception of the financial part, as 
deficient in many particulars; and the fact of its not 
opening Trinity college, and allowing Roman Catholics 
to participate in the scholarships and fellowships of that 
establishment, was enough to ensure its condemnation, 
not to speak of the non-provision for religious education, 
Mr O'Connell gave the measure no quarter :— 

As a politician, he denounced the present bill, and he 

would say that a more atrocious bill never was proposed. 
He would not accept of this bill, but considered it a mere 
nefarious attempt to extend profligacy and corruption. 
Why, they called a bill creating sycophants and specu- 
lators a bill for extending education. What education 
can they give that will mitigate the corruption of this 
bill? e would like to know what chance a liberal 
would have of an appointment under the proposed sys- 
tem. He emphatically denounced the measure, ‘Though 
he was unwilling to go to London, yet, unless the go- 
vernment consented to make the amendments sought 
for, he would go and oppose this noxious measure to 
the last (‘‘ Hear, hear,”’ and cheers), And he thought 
the duty would devolve upon him, for the answer which 
the bishops received to this memorial, was suchas to lead 
them to believe, that the government would stand by 
the bill as proposed, 
Mr H. Grattan, M.P., and Mr John O’Connell 
followed on the same side. A rather animated dis- 
cussion then ensued on the merits of the bill, between 
the ‘‘ Young Ireland” party and the * Old Ireland”’ 
party, the former declaring in favour of a mixed 
system of education, as tending to the amalgamation 
of all parties, which they considered as highly advan- 
tageous. ‘The speakers in favour of mixed education 
were Mr Davis and Mr M. J. Barry, barrister. Mr 
O’Connell then rose, and proceeded to combat the 
propositions made by the latter-named gentleman, 
and declared himself for ** Old Ireland,’’ and anim- 
adverted on the importance which ‘ Young Ireland ” 
had so unwarrantably assumed. He was glad that 
that party had at last open! declared itself, and that 
they couldnow understand the dark mutterings which 
had been uttered in other places. The meeting had 
not closed when the report left, but the rent was 
expected to be £316. 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


Veer, 


[May 28, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Our Doncaster correspondent is informed that the ec- 
clesiastical officers are only bound to prove that they 
= the goods at the best price that could be got for 
them. 

Our pea correspondent is respectfully informed 
that the plan of the Nonconformist precludes our 
meddling with doctrinal and theological differences. 

‘¢‘ A Country Dissenter ” next week. 

“'W.L. Humfrey.”” The question is too large a one to 
be answered on the spur of the moment. 

“N.C.” next week. 

‘‘ A Friend to the Rights of Men.” Too long by three- 
fourths. 

‘‘ A Wesleyan of the Old School.’ We thank him for 
his good opinion, and are sorry we are unable to fur- 
nish him with the volumes he wants. ‘The discussion 
he ongpeste is one upon which we can only enter at a 
time of comparative leisure. 


Terms for advertising in the Nonconformist. 
For 7 lines....58.0d. | For 10 lines....6s. Od. 
For every additional line..... ooo 4d. 
*,* Advertisements from the country must be accom- 


panied by a post-office order, or reference for payment 
in London. 


Che Ponconformist. 


LONDON: WEDNESDAY, MAY 28, 1845. 


SUMMARY. 


THE Dissenters’ Anti-Maynooth Conference, of 
whose earlier proceedings we gave a full report in 
our paper of last week, closed its sittings on Wed- 
nesday night. For a general summary of the 
business transacted we may refer our readers to 
our advertising columns; for the speeches by which 
the several resolutions were introduced, to our re- 
‘wes of proceedings inserted in another place. We 

ave given elsewhere, also, full expression to our 
views of the character and spirit of the Conference ; 
and we fully anticipate that the address to the Irish 
Roman Catholics, adopted by that body, will pro- 
duce, at all events, some change in the tone with 
which the conduct of Protestant Dissenters has 
been spoken of in the sister island. 

_ The third reading of the bill was carried in the 
House of Commons, on Wednesday night, after a 
debate which, for dullness and for arrogant assump- 
tion, exceeded most. of the parliamentary speci- 
mens which have come under our notice. The 
concluding portion of Sir R. Peel’s speech evinced 
a daring recklessness, and a determined defiance 
of public opinion, which, when taken in connexion 
with the high eulogium he passed upon the whigs, 
lead us to infer that he has resolved upon breaking 
with the ultra section of his own party, and coalescing 
with his nominal opponents. Sir Robert evidently 
calculates, and we fear too correctly, upon the 
subserviency, when matters are pushed to a prac- 
tical issue, of the present constituencies. No man, 
and much less Sir R. Peel, had dared to kick at 
national feeling, unless he had been first convinced 
that that feeling was comparatively helpless. Men 
are looking forward, it is true, to the next general 
election. i they hope, by the results of it, to 

reverse the policy of the present government, they 

will be miserably disappointed. We have no 
doubt whatever that a few better, more enlightened, 
and more patriotic men may be returned to the 

House of Commons. But the next general elec- 

tion will be chiefly valuable, we suspect, in con- 

vincing the whole country of the utter unsound- 
ness of the present representative system, and of 
the entire hopelessness of any permanent change 
in the character of our legislation, until the govern- 
ment of the country is made to rest upon its only 
true basis—the free suffrages of a free people. 

The third reading was carried by a majority of 
133; in the list of which majority, we see several 
of the leading free traders. 

On ‘thursday there was no House, whereby Mr 
Hume’s threatened motion for the call of the 
House was evaded, and the promised rebellion of 
Irish absentees was stifled before its birth. Friday 
was a supply night, and was chiefly devoted to the 
discussion of naval affairs—a discussion which re- 
flects but small credit upon the wisdom or the tact 
of our Admiralty Board. On Monday Lord John 
Russell submitted his nine resolutions on the state 
of the country, in a speech which occupies up- 
wards of six columns of the Zimes. In the con- 
ventional sense of that term, the speech was an 
able one. Adopting certain aristocratic maxims 
as the fundamental principles of state policy, Lord 
John may claim credit for statesmanship. In the 
light of common sense his speech appears to us to 
be an exceedingly elaborate tissue of twaddle, the 
ultimate purpose of which we cannot divine, unless 
it be that which we have stated in another column. 
Sir James Graham replied to him in a speech evi- 
dently prepared under the gor agge that the 
whole course of ministerial policy was to be 
fiercely assaulted, and therefore, as it was not, a 
trifle beside the mark. Previously, however, to 
the Home Secretary’s reply, Mr Sharman Craw- 


ford moved an amendment in favour of complete 


suffrage. The hit was well timed, but, in the pre- 


sent House ey roduce any consider- 
able effeet.’-We ¢ ever, but express our 
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member for Rochdale, who, despite the sneers of 
those with: whom he is compelled to associate, 
neglects no fair r+ 8p of urging upon the 
consideration of the House those views which he 
knows to be consistent with justice, and has reason 
to believe enlist the sympathies of the unrepre- 
sented millions. 

In the House of Lords more mischief is brewing 
to keep the Dissenting community on the alert. 
On Thursday the Charitable Trusts bill—another 
government measure — was read a second time. 
We have inserted elsewhere a letter exposing the 
iniquitous provisions of this scheme, and we 
earnestly second the appeal made by our corre- 
spondent to Protestant Dissenters of every de- 
nomination, to be up and stirring in time, if they 
would escape the crushing fangs of state-appointed 
charity commissioners. On Friday the Maynooth 
bill was read a first time, and the second reading 
of it peremptorily fixed, in spite of all protesta- 
tion, by “ the iron Duke,” for Monday, the 2nd 
of June. We suppose the measure will be de- 
spatched through the House of Lords with 
all that promptitude and decision for which 
the Duke of Wellington is remarkable. We are 
curious to see what will be the demeanour of the 
episcopal bench; but, for our own part, we never 
a much reliance upon their zeal for Protes- 
tantism. They would throw a sop to any Cerberus 
which could bark loud enough to disturb their own 
repose. A large number of petitions against the 


-bill were presented on Monday evening; after 


which Lord Cottenham brought in a bill with the 
concurrence of government, for the Consolidation 
of Ecclesiastical Courts, one of the provisions of 
which transfers jurisdiction in matters of church 
rates to quarter sessions. 

Ireland refuses to be conciliated by Sir R. Peel’s 
new ge The Roman Catholic prelates have 
“pe a resolution, condemnatory of his scheme 
or academical institutions—a scheme which is far 
too liberal for the Roman church. The monster 
meetings, too, have re-commenced under the 
auspices of O’Connell, and Tara hill has again 
been crowned by multitudes to listen to harangues, 
studiously constructed with a view to fan into a 


flame the kindling animosity between the 
Irish and the — people. On _ Friday 
next, Mr O’Connell and the other “ repeal 


martyrs” will hold a levee in Dublin, to 
receive deputations from various municipal 
bodies, and to enact the uncrowned monarch of 


Treland. Suchfis the annoying result of that minis- 


terial weakness which aims to propitiate a people 
by giving what it should withhold, and of that ob- 
stinacy which determines to retain what it should 
frankly yield. The people of Ireland will receive 
bribes, and be as dissatisfied as ever. Give them 
justice, and they will be at once contented and 


grateful. 


BRITISH DISSENTERS AND IRISH 
ROMAN CATHOLICS. 


WHEN nations under a common system of mis- 
rule are, by the misrepresentations of designing 
but influential pate severed from each other— 
when, by a wilful distortion of facts, the sympathies 
of those who suffer the same oppression are rudely 
torn asunder—when, instead of mutual affection 
and co-operation, there is mutual hate — when 
power is thus gratuitously put into the hands of 
tyrants, to work their will with impunity, merely 
in consequence of alienation wantonly set on foot 
between the victims—human language wants terms 
etrong enough to denounce as it deserves the 
heartless wickedness which has brought about so 
disastrous a result. There is a depth of baseness 
in such conduct which few minds are sufficiently 
reckless to explore. There is a reach of malignity 
in it which none but a gigantic selfishness could 
successfully attempt. He who once laboured un- 
weariedly, and with too great effect, to array 
Saxon against Celt, and was obliged to confess his 
mistake, received a generous pardon of the people 
he had wronged, even before he asked it. That 
he should resort to a similar practice once more, 
and, by foul vituperations of others, attempt to 
divert attention from his own abandonment of so- 
lemn and oft-repeated professions—that, to cover 
his own disgraceful surrender of principle, he 
should endeavour to set the British Dissenters and 
the Irish Roman Catholics at variance—argues an 
ingrained insincerity of nature, which warns all 
reasonable men against reposing confidence in him 
hereafter. 

The interest taken by the Protestant Noncon- 
formists of the realm in Ireland’s struggle for 
justice has been unfeigned and deep. Wide as 
are the theological differences between the two 
parties, identity of position opens a common chan- 
nel in which for their sympathies to mingle. The 
master grievance of Ireland is also the master 
= of Dissenters. The wrong done to the 
first is, in principle, precisely the same as that in- 
flicted upon the last. hat the established 
church is to the Irish Roman Catholics, that 
also it is to the Nonconformists of Great Britain. 
The injustice in each case is intrinsically the 
same. In the sister isle the sufferers are 


more numerous than here; but the nature 


of the oppression practised upon them is essen- 
tially identical. Are their hdanstonedlene convic- 
tions ee upon P—so are ours. Is the re- 
ligious truth which they hold placed at disadvan- 
tage P—that which we love is no less so. Are 
they fleeced for the support of a priesthood in 
whom they have no faith ?—just such is the case 
with us. Do they groan under their burden ?— 
we groan not less vehemently under ours. The 
evil, therefore, under which we all suffer is a com- 
mon one—why should we add to our calamities 
by lighting up between us the fires of strife P 

The opposition of Dissenters to the Maynooth 
Endowment bill ought neither to surprise nor to 
offend the Roman Catholics of Ireland. Let the 
latter reflect what would have probably been their 
own feelings and conduct, had the Premier, instead 
of proposing a grant to Maynooth out of the con- 
solidated fund, to which Dissenters largely contri- 
bute, brought forward a plan for the education of 
Protestant nonconforming ministers. Would they 
not, in such case, have urged, in opposition to any 
such measure, that the class for whose advantage 
it was ostensibly intended had again and again re- 
pudiated all compulsory exactions for ecclesiastical 
purposes? Would they not have ca pense / re- 
minded the government that one church establish- 
ment was a sufficient drain upon their resources, 
without charging upon them a share of the expense 
incurred in training up ministers of another de- 
nomination to precnien what, in their judgment, is 
fatally erroneous? And could they have reason- 
ably anticipated from the leaders of the Dissentin 
community, an absurd denunciation of the Iris 
Roman Catholics as bigoted, intolerant, and fanati- 
cal, for protesting against all such unjust appropri- 
ations of public money? And if this course would, 
under the circumstances imagined, have been per- 
fectly justifiable in them, how, under precisely 
similar circumstances, can it be objected to in 
Dissenters? Does justice to | signify in- 
justice to all other B suns ? Must they who helped 
to destroy Protestant ascendancy submit, therefore, 
to an ascendancy of another kind ? 

When Mr O’Conne!l ascribes the opposition 
raised against the Maynooth bill to the hatred 
cherished by Englishmen towards Ireland and 
Catholicism, he knows well that, in as far as Pro- 
testant Dissenters are concerned, he employs a 
falsehood with a view to kindle dissension. Into 
his motives we shall not inquire. Facts have made 
it sufficiently clear that it is his policy to dissever 
his own countrymen from all on this side the 
Channel who really sympathise with them. He 
is doing his best to stir up fierce passions in the 
hearts of those who adhere to him as their leader, 
and, if any man can do it, he is most likely to be 
successful in repelling from Ireland, in sheer dis- 
gust, all who would else rejoice in assisting her to 
triumph over her foes. Time will, no doubt, de- 
velop his whole purpose, and show how far it con- 
sists with true patriotism. Meanwhile, we ear- 
nestly commiserate the deluded people who, at his 
bidding, swear allegiance to, and renounce, within 
a few weeks, the self-same principle, fawn upon 
and revile the self-same parties, and prove that, 
just in proportion to the solemnity and frequency 
of a public asseveration, there is reason to expect 
its abandonment amidst the bitterest vituperations 
of those who fondly trusted it. 

If the misrepresentations under which Protes- 
tant Dissenters of Great Britain have been held 
up to the scorn and enmity of the Irish population, 
succeed in producing a lasting alienation of feel- 
ing between the two bodies, it will not be for 
want of a clear explanation of their motives by 
those whose conduct has been so grossly im- 
pugned. Our columns of this day contain an ad- 
dress to the Irish Roman Catholics, adopted by 
the Convention which assembled last week in 
Crosby hall. It is a dignified and most. effective 
vindication of the course pursued by Dissenters in 
reference to the bill for the endowment of May- 
nooth college. We understand that it will be put 
into extensive circulation in those quarters in 
which the calumnies of Mr O’Connell and Mr Sheil 
are most likely to leave an unfavourable impres- 
sion. Certain we are, that wherever it goes it 
may be safely left to tell its own tale. If, after it 
has been read and reflected upon, the Noncon- 
formist body is still to be charged with bigotry 
and fanaticism, nothing is left for them but to de- 
plore that fatal influence over the Irish mind, 
which can prevail to stifle the voice of kindness 
and of reason in the unprovoked and unsupported 
es pa of an ever-restless and reckless am- 

ition. 


THE WHIG BILL OF FARE. 


Lorp Jonn RvssE Lt, as leader of the whig 
party—a party, we may observe, by way of paren- 
thesis, which has scarcely a vestige of existence 
beyond the walls of parliament—has put forth, in 
nine resolutions, accompanied by an elaborate 
speech, a programme of what he may perchance 
attempt when good fortune shall restore him to 
the — of office. ‘The bill of fare enumerates 
many dishes—but it will not, we apprehend, make 
make many mouths water, nor is the savour of it 


such as “to create an appetite under the ribs of 
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death.” Were it much better thamit is, there are 
many unreasonable people, we fear, who would 
remind his lordship of days gone by, but not for- 
gotten, when whig promises were invariably found 
to excel whig performances. The noble member 
for the City of London, unless, indeed, he is con- 
templating the possibilities of a coalition ministry, 
need give himself no trouble in detailing plans for 
his next official campaign. The temper of the 
country is not such as will be likely to force him 
into power. The free-traders will hardly be caught 
by the bait of a six, or even a four, shilling 
fixed duty on corn—the Dissenters will not hel 
him to erect a second ecclesiastical establishment 
in Ireland—and, assuredly, the masses cannot be 
expected to kindle into enthusiasm in support of 
the man who has taken his stand upon the finality 
of the Reform bill. Lord John Russell, we shonld 
imagine, cannot have overlooked these untoward 
circumstances—and hence, we conclude, his nine 
resulutions may be regarded as an overture to the 
more enlightened section of the conservative party 
—a sort of self-invitation to a share of their re- 
sponsibilities and their power. 

The debate hitherto—for it was adjourned to 
this evening—leaves us in doubt as to the dispo- 
sition of Sir Robert Peel to accept the noble lord 
as a future colleague. Sir James Graham’s speech, 
confined to a defence of the policy pursued by the 

resent government, exhibited no such wide dif- 

erence between the two parties, as would preclude 
the possibility of their acting together. Practically, 
the supporters of Sir Robert Peel, and those of 
Lord John Russell, vary from each other in their 
political views only by almost imperceptible shades 
of distinction. Their commercial principles are all 
but identical—on the corn laws their chief quarrel 
is about terms—they are essentially one on the 
poor law—and in reference to Ireland they have 
already shaken hands and agreed. We are some- 
what curious to see, therefore, the result of this 
whig manifesto. 
course, be adopted by the House of Commons— 
but neither will they be negatived—Sir James 
Graham having moved, as an amendment, the pre- 
vious question. It is to the speech of Sir Robert 
Peel that we must turn for an indication of coming 
probabilities. If he adopts a tone calculated to 
reflect discredit upon high protection, but, at the 
same time, vindicatory of some protection to the 
agricultural interest—if, in reference to the new 
poor law, emigration, and education, he essays to 
prove that the existing administration is cautiously 
acting upon the principles laid down by the noble 
lord—if, in short, he labours to demonstrate, not. 
the essential difference between his own views and 
those of his opponent, but their close similarity— 
then, we may fairly conclude, that it is nu part of 
his intention to multiply the obstacles in the way 
of a coalition. 

It is in this light only that we are able to dis- 
cover any significance whatever in Lord John 
Russell’s string of resolutions. That they are not 
addressed to the country at large, internal evidence, 
we think, pretty clearly demonstrates. ‘The speech 
which introduced them to Parliament was, in no 
sense, ad populum. It was addressed exclusively 
to the House—was adapted to its peculiar atmo- 
sphere—and was designed, we do not doubt, to 
terminate upon parties within its walls. We take 
it as the first in a series of moves, the direct object 
of which is a formal junction between the Premier 
and the whig opposition. As such, we shall watch 
it with far more interest than a mere party debate 
could have excited in our minds. Lord John 
Russell is not the man to throw away two or 
three nights of public time, for the mere display of 
parliamentary eloquence. Usually, he has a pur- 
pee if his purpose be not something equiva- 
ent to what we have conjectured, we can make 
neither head nor tail of his proceedings. 


Posrrion oF Parties 1N sotu Hovses. — The 
position of Ministers with respect to quasi-religious 
questions is somewhat similar in both Houses. ‘lhey 
are opposed by their usual supporters, and they are 
indebted for their majorities to the support of their 
opponents. We have made this apparent as to the 
Commons by an analysis of the division on the 
Maynooth Endowment Bill, and a similar result will 
follow a consideration of the votes in the House of 
Lords for and against the repeal of the union of the 
sees of St Asaph and Bangor. It will be seen that 
the majority for Ministers against Lord Pow1s’s bill 
was only 32; of these, 30 were in office under 
government; so that of those who may be called 
independent, they had a bare majority of 2. But, if 
we take from the majority, amounting in all to 129, 
the 30 connected with office, we find that the whigs 
actually preponderated.— 7imes. 


Tue Duke or WELLINGTON, it is well known, has 
in his pocket some fifty or sixty proxies, to use on all 
occasions, but in the sittings of committees of the 
House, where they are not available; by which he can 
decide, or very near] y so, almost any question brought 
under the consideration of the House of which he is 
a member.— Hants Independent. 

Sin W. Fot.ett.—It is with the greatest pleasure 
that we are enabled to state, that the learned Attor- 
ney-general is considered by his medical attendants 
and family to be daily improving in health, His 
cough has nearly subsided.— Gove, 


The resolutions will not, of [ 


Emperial Parliament. 


——————— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


PETITIONS FOR THE WEEK. 


Agriculture, for relief of, 1. 
County Courts, for establishment of, 4. 
Education (Ireland), for removing restrictions on, 31. 
Factories, for restricting labour in, 1. 
Hill Coolies, against importation of, 1, 
Insolvent Debtors act, for repeal of, 4. 
Justices’ Clerks bill, against, 3. 
Lord’s Day, for the better observance of, 7. 
Maynooth College, _— grant to, 358. 
or 


Parliamentary Suffrage, for extension of, 8. 

Parochial Settlements bill, against, 8. 

Public Houses, for diminishing the number of, 5. 
Schoolmasters (Scotland), for ameliorating their condition, 2. 
St Asaph and Bangor Diocesea, against union of, 8, 
Universities (Scotland), for abolition of tests, 2. 


BILLS READ A SECOND TIME. 
Salmon Fisheries bill. 
Criminal Lunatics (Ireland) bill. 


—— 


CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE. 


Canal Companies Toll bill. 

Carriers bill. 

Supply :—£1,199,141, Naval Stores; £486,346, New Works, &c.; 
£19,758, Medicines and Medical Stores; £118,457, Miscel- 
laneous Services; £129,640, Half-pay to Officers of Navy and 
Royal Marines ; £89,549, Military Pensions and Allowances ; 
£58,487, Civil Pensions and Allowances; £131,405, Army and 
Ordnance Departments (conveyance of troops); £91,673, Home 
Department (convict service); £544,774, Post office Depart- 
ment (contract packet service). 

Statute Labour (Scotland) bill. 

Military Savings’ Banks bill. 


BILLS READ A THIRD TIME. 


Maynooth College bill. 
Indemnity bill. 


DEBATES. 
Wednesday, May 21st. 
MAYNOOTH ENDOWMENT BILL. 


The adjourned debate on the third reading of this 
bill was resumed by Colonel VERNER, who averred 
that the reason why the Protestants of the north of 
Ireland do not more generally petition against the bill 
is, that the petitions have been disregarded by the 
House. A manufactory had been recently esta- 
blished in the disturbed districts of Ireland, for the 
purpose of supplying chain armour, and the demand 
for it was so great that the proprietors could not sup- 
ply it. 

Mr CoLaquHoun opposed the bill at considerable 
length. ‘The religious part of the question having 
been exhausted, he discussed it on political grounds. 
He explained the paucity of petitions against the 
measure by relating cases: in which Protestants had 
been murderously attacked for their opinions ; some 
of them being converts from Catholicism, whose as- 
sailants were convicted at Tralee in March last. It 
is usual to consider Ireland as divided into two par- 
ties, Protestants and Catholics; but the Catholics 
themselves were divided into three parties. There 
is a large and influential party of moderate men, of 
whom Mr Wyse is an example, who wished to see 
mischievous agitation put down and a strong go- 
vernment established—a party which the govern- 
ment are perfectly right to support; the republican 
party of the Nation, looking for sympathy from 
America, and desiring such a separation as that of 
Belgium from Holland ; and Mr O’Connell’s party, 
graced by 3,000 priests, and rendered powerful by 
fanatical enthusiasm. Encouraged by the weakness 
of the government, the two last parties combined to 
procure repeal of the union. At last the govern- 
ment took upon itself to act; the convulsion was 
met, and put down. At that critical time, Sir James 
Graham applied to the clergy of the established 
church in the north of Ireland to use their influence 
over their flocks to prevent an outbreak on the one 
side, which was certain to be followed by an out- 
break on the other, and then, after no long interval, 
by acivil war. They did use their influence, and 
the Irish secretary thanked them for their successful 
use of it. Did they in return ask for any of the sor- 
did gifts of office, or for laws of increased severity 
against their Roman Catholic fellow-subjects? No 
such thing ; they asked only for ane ly 4 | asked 
the government to put down the Riband as it had put 
down the Orange associations, and to prohibit mon- 
ster meetings as it had prohibited Orange proces- 
sions. What was the answer which they recéived 
from Sir James Graham? An answer, hardly 
civil, couched in the most haughty terms, amount- 
ing to a peremptory refusal of their application 
{hear}. All that was then required in Ireland to 
continue the tranquillity which had thus been re- 
stored was a firm, temperate, and equal administra- 
tion of the law. But was that the policy pursued 
by ministers? No; their policy was to introduce 
this measure, which, according to their statement, 
was to unite to the British Crown all the different 
parties into which Ireland was divided. To show 
that ministers had been completely disappointed in 
the results which they expected to flow from it, he 
read several extracts from the Nation newspaper, 
and from the letters of Bishop Higgins, about the 
cry for repeal making the Queen’s coursers tremble. 
Ife asked Sir Robert Peel whether he meant to 
make the Irish priesthood amenable to the law? If 
he did, then there are these difficulties which he 
would have to encounter. Unless he were prepared 
to grant repeal, he could have no peace with a priest- 
hood sworn to obtain it. Did he mean to protect 
the converts from the Roman Catholic religion in 
Ireland unharmed? Then he referred Sir Robert to 
the trial which took place at ‘Tralee, and to another 
which took place at Nenagh, in March, 1843, re- 
specting a person who had prosecuted aman for an 
assault, had been denounced by a priest from the 


altar on the following Sunday, and been yaur- 


Ee 


dered on the same evening. The mt measure 
has three great blunders in it: an Irish blunder—it 
perpetuates an institution which fifty years’ expe- 
rience has shown to produce the most illiterate 
priesthood in Europe; an English blunder —en- 
deavouring to force the Roman endowment down 
the throats of a Protestant people ; and the third 
blunder—Sir Robert Peel’s having riven in twain 
the powerful party which rendered its disinterested 
support ; exchanging that support of independent 
but honest friends, to live a brief but inglorious 
season on the forbearance of his foes. 


Mr Forpes MACKENzI® replied to an allusion 
which had been made to himself by Mr Colquho 
wishing that it had been more directly personal, a | 
made in any other place. He asked Sir Robert Peel, 
in the presence of the House, whether he had ever 
had any communication with him relative to his 

resent appointment before he had given his vote in 
avour of the second reading of this bill? He had 
been much misrepresented ; the reports of his speech 
having been taken from the radical papers of Scot- 
land, which gave a distorted caricature of it. 


Mr Wyss argued in reference to the strong oppo- 
sition against the measure out of doors, that this was 
not the first time the House had disregarded the 
petitions of a large section of the people :— 

If, however, such an important stress was to be laid 
upon these million of signatures, how happened it that 
when last year he himself presented a petition signed by 
800,000 individuals, asking for an inquiry into the state 
of Ireland, no importance was attached to that petition? 
How happened it that when, in the year before, a peti- 
tion was presented by the honourable member for Fins- 
bury (Mr Thomas Duncombe), signed by nearly two 
millions of the people of England, demanding ‘‘the 
People’s Charter,” that the House did not then think it 
strongly expressed the will of the people of England? 

He cited statistics relative to the heavy burdens 
sustained by the Irish Catholics, and their conse- 
quent claims on the public treasury :— 

The Catholics of Ireland were doubly taxed. They 
not only paid tithes to the established Protestant church, 
but the bed to support the priesthood of their own reli- 
gion. tt appeared by the report of an Irish clergyman 
that there were in trolend 1,128 priests, which at an 
average of gocd and bad parishes of £400 would amount 
to £451,200 a-year; and 1,128 curates, which at an ave- 
rage of £20 a-year, including salaries and perquisites of 
all kinds, would be £22, a-year. There were 27 
bishops, which at an average of 1,200 a-year includin 
catholael cures, marriages, dispensations, gratuities, an 
funds of all kinds, would be £32,400 a-year, which made 
a gross voluntary fund to the Irish bishops and priests, 
of £506,160. ‘This burden on the people was exclusive 
of the building of the chapels, rents, altars, organs, 
clerks’ salaries, repairs, and many other necessary de- 
mands. 

In commenting on an anti-endowment petition 
from the John Street Relief ,congregation, Glasgow, 
Mr Wyse denied that in this application of the grant 
they were taking the money of these petitioners ; 
and, in the next place, he would contend that if 
they (the Catholics) did so, they had an equal right 
i say that they gave to them (the members of the 

ohn Street Relief congregation) their money in 
return, because parliament had voted £7,080 to the 
Scotch universities annually; especially including 
the University of Glasgow. The demand made b 
the Roman Catholics on the treasury of the Uni 
Kingdom was not greater than they had aright to 
require in return for their joint contributions, 


Sir James GranamM addressed the House at great 
length ; first in reply to taunts of Mr Shaw, uttered 
the night before, and then on the general question, 
Although he admitted the importance of maintaining 
their Protestant constitution, he was a firm believer 
in the principle that whenever, on matters of state, 
questions of religion arose, these questions must be de- 
cided upon political, and not theological, grounds. The 
influence of the Roman Catholic priesthood was ad- 
mitted on all hands; and when he considered their 
poverty and their privations, he was not surprised 
that the people loved and venerated their pastors, © 
True, he was reminded that he was the Protestant 
minister of a Protestant sovereign ; but he could not 
forget that he was the minister of a sovereign who 
had eight millions of subjects professing the Roman 
Catholic religion. At Exeter hall they were told 
that the fundamental principle of their union was 
‘‘a steady abhorrence of the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion.’ That might be the fundamental principle of 
the union between the Baptists, the Independents, 
and the Unitarians; but it was not the fundamental 
principle of the union which he was anxious to main- 
tain—namely, that between Great Britain and Ire- 
land. Combating the arguments against Maynooth, 
he quoted the late Lord Londonderry, for the — 
of attaching the Roman Catholics to the state throug 
their priesthood. He had been asked in what direc- 
tion the future measures of Government would 
proceed :— 

The measures that her Majesty’s government contem- 
plate and desire may be well expressed in the exact 
terms used by Lord Grenville immediately after the 
Union, when a similar question was put to him. He 
said that the measure contemplated by the government 
was a measure for conciliating the warmest affections of 
the Irish people, whose various interests and feelings 
must be consulted, and for insuring the success of a sys- 
tem of unreserved benevolence and kindness towards the 


the people of Ireland hear, hear]. That 
pee me: Be pag question. It is {h ossible to forget 
that the great body of the Irish people is Roman Catho- 
lic. The antagonist principles, about which so much has 
been said—the regarding their doctrines with abhorrence 
—these are principles which I say are incompatible with 
the peace and safety of this empire: they must be dis- 


carded; they cannot be maiutained with safety. 

Mr Sueit expressed infinite satisfaction at Sir 
James Graham's speech, and proceeded to defend the 
bill. He vindicated Maynooth from the charge of fos- 
tering agitation, He denied that the Protestants of 


4 
“claim for the executive government, which was re- 
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Ireland are generally opposed to the measure; quoting | He took the opportunity of expressing his deep On the motion that the bill do pass, Mr Tuomas 


a petition in its favour signed by almost everybody of 
consideration in Galway—by ory men tn tte iden 


( id Jaly. He imputed 
sor om opposition to the Dissenters, whom he 


— St George and Mr James Dal 
e 


believed to have been misled by false information. 
The hon. member for Devsetliies adverted to an ex- 
pression of mine—for he is equally expert in polemics 
and in politics [a laugh]; and he said 1 was extremely 
rash in speaking of the Dissenters as I did. Sir, I have 
no sort of notion of recanting one opinion I have ever 
iven on this subject. I said, that the policy on which 
reland is to be governed ought not to be regulated by 
the feelings of any portion of the English people ; but 
while 1 say that, I will add, that the Dissenters may rely 
on this—that when they shall think less about Popery 
and more about church rates, when they shall exert their 
efforts to set right their own affairs, I am sure the Ro- 
man Catholics will not refuse them their aid; and if we 
remember the rene they have done, those wrongs will 
only be remembered to be forgiven eneere But, hav- 
ing said so much, I will add this, that I believe the Dis- 
senters of this country do not grudge Ireland this 
26,000 a year, but that they in reality are influenced 
by a dislike to the purposes to which it is to be applied 
~-that they are, in a great measure, swayed by the im- 
pressions produced by misrepresentations, and that they 
really believe the doctrines taught at Maynooth to be 
at variance with the principles of Christian and moral 


duty. 

After defending the class-books used at Maynooth 
college, he applauded the courageous perseverance 
of Sir R. Peel in carrying out this bill, notwith- 
standing the opposition which it had encountered, 
and concluded by observing, that if he persisted in 
governing Ireland upon principles substantially the 
same with those contained in the present bill, he 
would prove to the world that the government of 
Treland could be carried on without force, and 
ola entitle himself to the lasting gratitude of its 
people. 

r PLumptrgz, in the name of the Protestant peo- 
ne of England, entered his solemn protest against 
his pernicious bill, Mr Sergeant Murruy humor- 
ously exposed the interested character of some Pro- 
testant conversions at Tralee, to which Mr Col- 
quhoun had alluded. Mr Frerranp fiercely attacked 
ministers and the measure, calling Sir R. Peel the 
Maroto of conservatism; and said, so sure as there 
was a dissolution of parliament, the traitors now in 
power would be driven from it, and be deprived of 
the fruits of their treachery. Captain Layarp gave 
his support, to the measure, and Mr Mac ean sup- 
ported the amendment. 

Lord Francis Ecerton declared, that if states- 
men were, to proceed upon the principle that they 
were dealing with “ idolatry’’ in Ireland, they had 
better abandon their dominion altogether. For him- 
self, he studied the sacred volume without reading 
it through the medium of the Pope or of the Ro- 
man Catholic priesthood; he thought those who did 
so in error; but hedid not arrogate to himself in- 
fallibility in the\articles of his creed :— 

He felt that the days of inspiration were gone by. 
‘‘ Our young men \do not see visions; our old men do 
not dream dreams.’’, There were no miracles performed 
now at the doors of, Exeter hall. The cloud did not 
march before him by, day, nor the pillar of flame by 
night. Believing that\there was light for his guidance, 
he did not walk with sufficient confidence to be enabled 
to say that others, who\were pursuing parallel or per- 
haps widely different paths, were under a sad delusion, 
or were marching onward\to their ruin [loud and con- 
tinued cheers). The goal\which they all sought was 
common to all; he hoped, he prayed, he believed that 
many of them would reach it in common. 

Sir R. Peet, having replied\to the speeches of 
Mr Bankes and Mr Colquhoun, proceeded to refer 
to the disagreement between himself and his usual 
supporters. He deeply regretted the severance to 
which it had led, from those political friends who 
now declared their intention to withhold from him 
all political confidence; but nevertheless he must 


sponsible for the result, the absolute\right, without 
reference to past events, or to party considerations, 
to risk the confidence of their supporters rather than 
one the conviction of what they deemed to be 
right :— SG, 
am as proud, I hope, as any man, of this confidence 
of a great party; but I cannot admit that a minister is 
to be held to be under such great obligations, to the 
arty who placed him in the position he occupies 
Fohetest. And for myself I can say, that I shall\con\ 
sider it the happiest day of my life, if I am permitted to’ 
act here as an independent member of parliament, un- 
connected even with any party, rather than hold offite 
upon such a servile tenure, as that we should be obliged 
to consider whether upon every occasion the advice 
which we gave our Sovereign was in exact conformity 
with every opinion of every man of the party by whom 
we are supported [cheers]. : 
He still adhered to the policy of the measure. It 
had been received in Ireland with as much appro- 
bation and gratitude as ministers ever expected. 
The priesthood scem in general gratefully to ac. 
knowledge the boon; and who ever expected that 
agitation would immediately cease ? 
By this measure we are cutting up the trade of agi- 
tation, and we must expect that the agitators will 
be dissatisfied. Do not take it for granted that every 
angry paragraph in a newspaper, and that every speech 
at every weekly meeting, are indications of the feelings 
of the eople of Ireland. All suppose that the Pro- 
testant alia of Ireland is represented by a small sec- 
tion from the north of Ireland, and that the Catholic 
feeling is represented by Conciliation hall. Nothing can 
be so erroneous. There is a great and intermediate 
class of Protestant and of Catholic feeling which is not 
influenced by either of these extremes; and I do now 
believe that the course pursued by her Majesty's govern- 
ment has greatly diminished the influence of the agi- 
tators, and has conciliated, I will not say the confidence 
of the Irish, but it has diminished the desire of the 
eat body of the Catholics of Ireland to connect them- 
- Selves with turbulence and agitation. 


sense of the honourable and disinterested motives 
by which he thought the great body of those who 
are oppose to him in political life have been actuated 
in the support which they have given to this mea- 
sure ;— 

It would be unbecoming in me to offer, and unbecom- 
ing in them to receive, any expression of personal ac- 
knowledgment. I believe that they have acted from a 
sense of public duty ; that that has been their influencing 
motive, and that that alone can be their object. I per- 
fectly well knew, in proposing and resolutely adhering to 
this measure, what the consequences might be, in alien- 
ating from me many whom I sincerely esteem. On the 
other hand, I can claim no compensation by any demand 
upon the gratitude of gentlemen to whom I am habi- 
tually opposed. Iam bound to admit, that their con- 
tinued gratitude is rather due to those who have been 
their constant and uniform coadjutors through a long 
series of years. From them, therefore, I claim no gra- 
titude. e profess to have acted upon our sense of 
duty ; that is our only merit. In so acting, we have 
been prepared to incur—we are prepared to incur—any 
risk which may follow it [cheers]. But our consolation 
and compensation will be complete, if the result of our 
measures be, not to conciliate the support of opponents, 
but to engender a kindly feeling between Ireland and 
Great Britain, and:to increase the chances of maintain- 
ing a perfectly amicable connexion and relation between 
those two parts of this great empire [continued cheers]. 


Lord JoHN RussEe.u addressed himself to the 
English Dissenters. [‘‘A large body,” he said, 
| ‘who have not been much represented in this House, 
whose sentiments I have heard very little of in the 
course of these debates, but whose opinions I am ac- 
customed highly to value, and who I am sure have 
come to their conclusions from conscientious convic- 
tion.”’] He admitted that, originally, he should 
have been disposed rather to agree with them in re- 
ducing the Irish established church than to endow 
Romanism; but he showed how the whig ministers 
had uniformly failed in such an endeavour; being 
compelled to carry the Tithe bill without the appro- 
priation clause. He cited an admission which had 
fallen from Lord Ingestre, that he would not have 
supported this very measure had it emanated from 
the whigs. No doubt the opposition might have de- 
feated this bill at its second reading ; but, whether 
that defeat had resulted in stopping the proposal of 
other measures favourable to the wishes of the Irish 
people, or in throwing out the ministry, the opposi- 
tion would have remained equally unable to remedy 
the inequality which is the just complaint of Ireland. 
The present measure proposes, not by reducing the 
Protestant church, but by elevating the Cathalic 
church, to produce something like equality. For- 
merly, the conservative opposition used to attack the 
whig government for wanting energy in the admi- 
nistration of justice; he belonged to a party which 
does not make weapons of such taunts; neverthe- 
less, Sir Robert Peel’s confess:on, that trial by jury 
is not an efficient instrument to govern Ireland, 
is very distressing and humiliating; it shows 
that there is an alienation in the people of Ireland 
from the whole system of government—that the pre- 
sent measure would clearly not suffice to cure the 
disorders of that country. 

I hope that disease may be cured; that we may now 
be on our way to better times. But there must be other 
measures ; recourse must be had to a further policy—I 
don’t know that I should say of conciliation—I don’t 
want to use the word—but of justice towards Ireland. 
Nor must we any more hear that old cry of ‘‘ Oh, how 
ungrateful the Irish are! we give this grant to May- 
nooth, and yet they are not thankful.” This has been 
the continual parrot-cry ever since you first relinquished 
the atrocious penal laws. You said, ‘‘ Only think of 
these Catholics! we have allowed them to educate their 
own children—and yet they are not grateful: we have 


out fining, transporting, or imprisoning them—and yet 
they are not grateful: we have permitted jthem to ride 
horses which may be of the value of one hundred and 
fifty pounds—and yet they are not grateful for the indul- 
gence : we have allowed them to go to mass—and yet they 
are not grateful: we have allowed them even to inherit 
landed property—and yet this barbarous and savage na- 
tion will not be grateful, they still ask for other things.” 
To be sure, sir, they ask for other things; and they still 
ask for other things [‘‘ hear, hear,’’ from Mz: Sheil]— 
until with respect to England and Ireland there is a 
perfect and just equality [loud cheers]. And then, when 
you can say that there is a perfect and just equality, I 
shall fear nothing from this cry for a repeal of the 
union, formidable and powerful as it is among great 
masses of the people of Ireland at the present moment. 

\. Lord John drew a picture of what would happen 
were Ireland separated from England— when Ireland 
| would be made the battle-field with foreign nations, 
\to the destruction of her advancing commerce and 
improving agriculture ; a state of things injurious to 
England, but ruinous to Ireland. 

But before I can hope to put that argument with any 
effect —before I can argue it in detail—before I can make 
ita matter on which I can expect Irishmen to listen 
coolly to reason—I think I am bound on every occasion 
and in every way to show, that if there is any privilege 
which Englishmen enjoy and Irishmen wish to have, we 
are\ ready to grant it. Whatever may have been the 
former procéedings of this country—whatever indifference 
I may\admit ‘that England has displayed towards Ire- 
land\in formertimes—I am prepared to say that there is 
a great change of opinion and of feeling with regard to 
Ireland. \ 

After some wotds from Mr PAtmrr, who said that 
it was not the party which nad withdrawn from Sir 
Robert, as the latteh stated, but Sir Robert who had 
withdrawn from the party, and broken every single 
poser made to it, and\an explanation from Sir R. 

’eRL, who said that as\for being called a traitor, he 
would not consent to hold office under any such ser- 
vile tenure \ | 

The House divided) when\there appeared, for the 
original motion, 317 ; for the ‘amendment, 184; ma- 
jority for the third reading, 133, 


allowed them to have priests of their own religion, with-. 


DuncomBe moved an additional clause, limiting its 
operation to three years. 

Looking at the feeling of the country on the one side, 
and the conduct of that House on the other, he thought 
it not unreasonable that the duration of this grant should 
be limited. There were other grounds besides religious 
grounds for opposing this measure. The people said, You 
are granting this money in perpetuity, and are therefore 
exceeding your powers; you found this an annual vote, 
and you have no more right to make it perpetual than 
you have to make any of the annual grants to the Crown 
perpetual. Moreover, people objected to the applica- 
tion of their money to religious endowments. He knew 
he should be told that future parliaments might remove 
this tax; but it was much easicr to lay a tax on the 
people than to take it off again. He would ask those 

entlemen who said they had constituents, whether they 
had justly represented their opinions in that House, and 
could dare to look them in the face after the vote they 
had just given. 

Sir Rozert Peet observed, that the limitation 
would not remove any great number of the objec- 
tions made to the measure, while it would lessen its 
beneficial influence. On a division, the clause was 
negatived, by 243 to 145; majority against the limi- 
tation, 98. 

The bill then passed; and the House adjourned at 
half-past two on Thursday morning. 


Friday, May 23rd. 
THE NAVY. 

On the order of the day for going into committee 
of supply, 

Sir C. Napier called the attention of the House 
and the Admiralty to the state of our navy, and 
more especially the armed steamers, which he main- 
tained were nearly altogether inefficient; being un- 
able to carry stern guns on the main deck, and quite 
useless in action, as the boilers and machinery were 
placed so high, that the first shot fired at them 
would penetrate their boilers, and blow them up. 
He was quite satisfied they would never get en- 
gineers to bring them into action. 

Mr Somes maintained, that the steam navy of 
England was superior to that of any other country 
in the world. The Terrible, and all the large class 
of steamers now building, were capable of carrying 
stern guns on their main decks. 

Captain PEcHELL thought the country was greatly 
indebted to Sir C. Napier for bringing the question 
of the state and efficiency of the navy before the 
public and the parliament. He strongly urged upon 
the Admiralty the necessity of establishing houses 
for the reception of sailors when not afloat. 

After some other members had expressed their 
opinions, Sir G. CocknurRn said, that he felt it ne- 
cessary to apologise to the House for repeating again, 
for the fifth or sixth time, the refutation which he 
had previously given. He then proceeded to de- 
scribe the improvements which had recently taken 
place in our system of naval architecture, and in- 
formed the House that all our steam-vessels would 
be soon equipped with screws instead of paddles, 
and thus would carry their machinery under water. 
He defended, in detail, the construction of the dif- 
ferent vessels impugned by Sir C. Napier; and, ob- 
served, with particular pleasure, that after the alte- 
rations which had been recently made in the Queen’s 
yacht, she was now the most perfect vessel of her 
class in the world. 

The House then went into committee, and passed 
several of the navy estimates with little discussion. 


Monday, May 26th. 


CONDITION OF THE LABOURING CLASSES. 

Lord Joun RussEt1, pursuant to notice, brought 
forward his nine resolutions relative to the condition 
of the labouring classes. He brought them forward 
in the present shape because he thought they were 
inseparably connected with each other. His opinion 
was that the House ought to endeavour to free trade 
from restrictions, and to relieve industry from the 
trammels of legislation, but that, in so doing, it ought 
to accompany measures of relaxation with other 
measures of great importance. He maintained that 
the general subject of education and instruction 
should form part of the system to be adopted by 
government, and of the measures to be by govern- 
ment submitted to Parliament; for you could not 
expect that any measure, for the general education 


-and instruction of the people, would be effective un- 


less their physical condition was essentiilly im- 
proved. He then took a retrospect of the condition of 
the country from the period of the French revolution 
down to the present time, and contended that, during 
the course of wer the which commenced in 1793, 
many changes for the worse occurred, under which 
the nation was still suffering. Among these changes, 
he enumerated the enormous increase of the debt, 
and of taxation to pay the interest upon it—the 
Bank Restriction act of 1797, which had degraded 
the labourer, diminished the value of his labour, and 
had, at the same time, led to an extravagant mode 
of living, and a neglect of forethought and prudence 
among the employers, who suddenly found them. 
selves in the enjoyment of high profits—and Sir R. 
Peel’s act of 1819 and of last year for the resumption 
of cash payments—measures which, though the 

were founded on sound principles, from which it 
would be a great misfortune to depart materially, 
had still produced the evil which was gene- 
rally the result of a contraction of the currency, 
and had injured the industrious classes to a 
considerable extent. He then adverted to the policy 
of restriction and monopoly, or, as it was sometimes 
called, the policy of giving protection to native in- 
dustry, which had grown up during the war, and on 
which he contended that parliament might legislate 
with benefit by overturning altogether that erroneous 
system. He contended that history showed that 
under protective duties the labourer was less able to 


ee. 
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educate his children, to live in comfort, and to be- 
come satisfied with his condition. Nevertheless, 
there was still a party of great weight in the legisla- 
ture, which insisted that without protection certain 
branches of industry could not be maintained. To 
such persons he said, “Let us either protect all 
branches of industry, whether manufacturing or 
agricultural, or else et us abandon the system of 
protection as vicious and unsound.” That system 
was, moreover, one on which our statesmen had 
already made great alterations. In 1842 the govern- 
ment had proposed great changes in our customs 
duties. If it were right at that time to abandon our 
high rate of customs duties, and to bring the greater 
part of them within moderate compass, he thought 
that we ought to take measures to bring all such du- 
ties within the s=me compass. The tariff of 1842 
left a protecting duty of 20 per cent. on all articles. 
That was an extravagant duty, and he considered 
that it would be better for us to abandon it altoge- 
ther. He then adverted to the question of the corn 
laws, and gave an historical account of the rise and 
progress of those laws from the commencement of 
the French revolutionary war down to the present 
time. Experience showed us that our system was 
founded in error, and produced the very evil against 
which it was intended to guard. The graduated 
scale had turned out to be a complete failure, and 
was equally injurious to the producer and consumer. 
It was contrary to all true commercial principles, and 
it was perfectly ruinous to the interests of the 
farmer. It Wade also to check all improvements 
in agriculture, and to render the cultivator of the 
soil careless as to the system of cultivation which he 
pursued. It had been said, that if the corn laws 
were to be repealed, wages would be reduced. ‘The 


argument on that point was by no means conclusive ; 


but if wages should be reduced by the repeal of the 
corn laws, there would at any rate be a greater de- 
mand for labour, and therefore so far the labourer 
would be a gainer. Besides, the parliamentary re- 
turns weeved beyond all doubt that the labourer was 
always a loser by a high, anda gainer by a low price 
of corn. He contended that the introduction of 
foreign corn to any considerable extent into this 
country would lead to such an increase in our manu- 
factures, that, though at first the price of corn might 
be very low, there would still be a steady average 
price of corn in the long run which would be quite 
sufficient for the remuneration of the farmer. If, 
then, the corn laws were thus generally in- 
jurious, what system ought the House to adopt 
in its stead? He then enumersted the various 
propositions which had been made to the House on 
that subject, and observed that his object was rather 
to propose to the government that it should not 
leave the corn laws in their present state than to 
make any proposition of his own. He certainly 
would not now propose the scheme which he had 
proposed in 1841, and yet he would propose a fixed 
duty. He would not propose, as in 1841, a fixed 
duty of 8s., but if he were called upon to name the 
amount of his fixed duty, he wouid say that it should 
be a 4s., 5s., or 6s. duty. He next adverted to the 
changes which had been made in the poor laws 
during the war, and in so doing gave a history of 
the manner in which the allowance system arose in 
the southern districts of England. He looked to 
such an alteration in the then existing poor law as 
would measure the wages of the labourer by the 
proper demand for his labour, and which would 
change his means of subsistence from casual aid 
from the poor rates into a certain and legitimate 
subsistence from wages. It must be confessed that 
the law which formerly prevailed had left injurious 
traces of its operation, and that there was, there- 
fore, in the southern counties of England a number 
of labourers who could not find employment. It 
was, therefore, evident that it was not sufficient to 
have altered the poor laws to its present extent. The 
House must not, therefore, stand as the present 
government was prepared to stand—by the present 
law ; but must proceed further in order to remedy 
the evils of its former vicious legislation. It was 
true that Sir James Graham had proposed a law for 
the purpose of remedying them; and that was his 
new law of settlement. But Sir James had not per- 
sisted in his proposition of last year, that five years 
industrial residence in a parish should give it a set- 
tlement in that parish. Now, a measure of that 
kind was, in his opinion, the only measure by which 
the condition of the agricultural labourer could be 
improved; but he thought that five years’ indus- 
trial occupation in a parish ought to give a settle- 
ment, and that industrial occupation for a period of 
less than that time—say for three or two years— 
should give a right to temporary relief in that parish 
before removal. With regard to colonisation he said 
that in any system of emigration to be favoured by the 
country two things ought to be specially provided 
for—first, that you did not send out on a party of 
emigration any person who was not fit for hard la- 
bour and for the privations of a new country; and, 
secondly, that your emigration should not be an in- 
discriminate emigration of persons who did not 
know one another. Individuals should be sent out 
with every party of forty or fifty emigrants capable 
not only of commanding and controlling them, but 
also of instructing them in the first principles and 
elements of colonisation. In such atransaction both 
sides would be gainers; for the emigrants wouid 
be consumers of your manufactures, and would be 
producers of corn and other articles of food, which 
they would send back in exchange for those manu- 
factures. He next came to the subject of education, 
into which he did not intend to enter at any great 
length. ‘There had been of late years great iinprove- 
ments made in the education of the people ; but the 
latest accounts which he had seen upon that subject 
were contained in the last report of the British and 
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| Foreign School Society, and that, in alluding to the | 
_gadl returns for the last year, showed that the 


House had still in this respect a great duty to per- 
form. He implored the House, when it was taking 
measures to remove the restrictions imposed on the 
food and clothing of the poor, not to shut its eyes 
upon the awful state of ignorance in which a great 
mass of our population was buried. It ought never 
to be forgotten, that, while in this month of May 
pious men were subscribing their funds to enable 
missionaries to preach the gospel in China and in 
other foreign parts, there were numbers of persons 
in Sussex and other counties of England totally ig- 
norant of every duty which a Christian ought to 
perform. He could not entertain a doubt that the 
House and the government would both be anxious 
to remedy this lamentable deficiency. He knew 
that they should be met with the objection that we 
could not give the labouring population a religious 
education, on account of the multiplicity of sects 
which prevailed among them. But this we could 
do—we could make a grant for educational purposes 
to those who applied for it—we could assist them in 
building schools, and in providing competent masters 
for those schools. It was the duty of the House to 
improve the education of the people; and it could 
be done in the way which he had stated without any 
violation of the rights of conscience. He asserted 
that their grant for education was at present insufli- 
cient, and thought that ministers might safely ask the 
parliament this year for a grant of €150,000 for the 
support and maintenance of schools in England and in 
Wales. These were the resol-:tions which he intended 
to propose—these were the outlines of the mea- 
sure which he wished to have introduced for the 
amelioration of the condition of the country. The 
present time, being a state of political calm and 
commercial prosperity, was well adapted for their 
consideration. He thought that, unless they were 
persuaded that their system was most wholesome, 
they ought not to wait till the time of clamour ar- 
rived. What their measwies might be then, he 
could not tell; but in all probability they would be 
tinctured with the heats of suchatime. He asked 
the House to consider these resolutions now, to 
adopt the one which he was about to put into the 
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hands of the Speaker, and to add to it, if they 
pleased, any other resolution according to their own 
views of the interests of the country. His convic- 
tion was, that the laws of the country would not long 
remain in their present condition. He, therefore, 
implored them to alter them at once, and to relieve 
the people from all the restraints and all the evils 
which their own pernicious legislation had imposed. 
The noble lord concluded by moving his first reso- 
lution :— 

‘¢ That the present state of political tranquillity, and 
the present revival of trade, afford to this House a 
favourable opportunity to consider of such measures as 
may tend permanently to improve the condition of the 
labouring classes.” 

Mr 8. CrawForp rose to propose the amendment 
of which he had given notice, and which was, he 
said, founded upon the petitions of the people :— 

In 1842, petitions bearing 3,324,000 signatures were 
presented to that House, praying them to take into their 
consideration the propriety of extending to the working 
classes some share of political power by the extension of 
the suffrage. In 1843, numerous petitions to a similar 
effect were laid before the House; and, in the last year, 
1844, petitions signed by more than 60,000 persons had 
been presented, praying that a more equal system of re- 
presentation might be adopted. His hon. friend the 
member for Finsbury (Mr T. Duncombe) and himself 
had, on several occasions, submitted motions to the 
House, in accordance with the prayer of the petitioners, 
but they had been rejected by large majorities. The 
people complained that they were taxed by this House, 


in which they were unrepresented; and they asked that 
some means of protection might be afforded them by 
conceding thema share in the representation. He called 
upon the House to take this subject into their consider- 
ation, and he claimed, on the part of the people, full, 
free, and fair representation. The right hon. baronet 
(Sir R. Peel) had recently made rapid strides in the 
proposal of measures advantageous to the great body of 
the people; and though the right hon. gentleman had 
generally divided against him when he brought this sub- 
ject before the House, he did not despair that the time 
when the right hon. baronet, seeing, upon mature con- 
sideration, the justice of the measure, would be amoung 
the first tosupport him. Mr Crawford having combated 
Lord John Russell’s views on the new poor law, charac- 
terised the principle of that enactment as nothing more 
nor less than by indirect means to abolish the poor man’s 
right to relief; in fact, by restrictions and provisions in 
the workhouse, to prevent the poor man from applying 
for relief, unless he was driven to the last stage of desti- 
tution. With respect to the question of emigration, he 
considered that extensive emigration was a great mis- 
fortune to the country. Atthe same time, however, he 
would not put any obstacle in the way of voluntary emi- 
gration. What he would wish to do, was to keep the 
able-bodied labourers in the country by bettering their 
condition ; and he was fully convinced that, if the re- 
sources of the country were carried out and all restrictive 
laws removed—if, too, the country were cultivated as it 
ought to be, the working hands of the country would not 
be sufficient for the purpose. There were 44,000,000 of 
acres still to be cultivated in this country, and the num- 
ber of labourcrs would fall very far short of the demand 
if that land were to be put into a state of cultivation 
[hear, hear]. The great evil of this country was, that 
the poor man was driven off the land; there was no land 
for the labour of his hands. The consequence was, that 
the manufacturing industry of the country was over: 
powered by the number of superfluous hands that were 
poured in upon it [hear, ig He did not wish further 
to trespass on the attention o 


might be induced to take the claims and wishes of the 
people into their consideration, more especially their | 
claim to a share in the making of the laws and in send- 
ing representatives to that House. The hon. gentleman | 
concluded by moving, as an amendment to the first reso- | 
lution, that after the word “‘ opportunity ’’ in that resolu- ' 
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the House, He had only | 
addressed them on this occasion in the hope that they | 
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tion, these words be inserted, ‘ to give immediate atte? 

tion to the claims of the people, so repeatedly urged in 
the petitions of the people for an extension of the pat- 
liamentary suffrage, as well as ’—after which the rest of 
the words of the resolution to follow; and “that resolu- 
tions 4, 5, 6, and 8, be omitted.” 


Mr W. Wittiams seconded the amendment. 


Sir James GRanam observed, that he should have 
risen immediately after Lord John Russell, to move 
the previous question upon his first resolution, had 
it not been for the consideration that by so doing he 
should have been acting discourteously towards Mr 
S. Crawford, who in that case would have been pre- 
vented from proposing the amendment which he had 
placed on the notice book, and which he had just 
submitted to the consideration of the House. He 
could not pretend to follow Lord J. Russell through 
all the various details which he had introduced into 
his speech ; but he would endeavour to follow him 
through the different resolutions which he had pro- 
posed to the House. ‘The first was one which upon 
the whole he considered to be highly complimentary 
to the present government, for it spoke of the pre- 
sent state of political tranquillity and of the recent 
revival of trade, which he maintained was attribut- 
able to its commercial policy. The second passed a 
condemnation on protective duties ; and on that re- 
solution he wished to remind the House that the 
object of ministers in their recent commercial policy 
had not been the abolition of protecting, but the sub- 
stitution of them in the place of prohibitory, duties. 
He then entered upon a detailed account of the com- 
mercial reforms of the present government. With 
regard to the corn law he said, that if Lord J. Rus- 
sell thought the law so prejudicial, he ought not to 
have proposed a vague resolution like that which 
had just been read to the House, but that the House 
go at once into committee to consider the propriety 
of altering it. Formerly Lord John Russell defended 
a fixed duty as a fiscal regulation. Now he aban- 
doned that ground altogether, and said, that he 
would leave a fixed duty of 4s. or 5s. as a protec- 
tion to agriculture. After pointing out the incon- 
sistency of this doctrine with Lord John’s second 
resolution, he proceeded to state his conviction that 
a fixed duty of 4s. or 5s. on’ the importation of 
foreign corn was a mere delusion. He spoke largely 
on the present flourishing state of the country. He 
contrasted the condition of the manufacturing dis- 
tricts in 1841 and 1842 with their present condition, 
and read several documents for the — of prov- 
ing that in every department of industry carried on 
within them, there was a signal improvement. He 
referred to the increase of railroads during the last 
four years us a proof of the great increase in the ca- 
pital of the country, and asserted that, as the whole 
of the capital subscribed for new railroads would be 
expended on the labour of our artisans, there was a 
certainty that their prosperity would continue for 
some years. He likewise showed that coincident 
with the distress of the country there had been a 
large increase, and coincident with its prosperity a 
corresponding decrease, of crime. A report just pre- 
sented by the poor law commissioners proved that in 
the last year there had been a diminution of 20 per 
cent. in the amount of relief given to the pauper po- 
pulation. That consideration led him to Lord John’s 
fifth resolution, which related to the poor laws. It 
had been alleged that in 1834 the government of 
Earl Grey had contemplated a measure by which a 
coarser diet should be forced upon the poor. He 
had previously given an assurance to the path that 
that allegation was not correct; and he was glad to 
hear Lord J. Russell that evening confirm it. He 
then described the bill which he had introduced into 
parliament to make an alteration in the law of set- 
tlement, and to defend it from the attack of Lord J. 
Russell. He next adverted to Lord John Russell's 
sixth resolution, and said that he did not exactly 
comprehend what he meant by ‘a systematic plan 
of colonisation.””’ Emigration must « directed at 
present either to the Canadian or to the Australian 
colonies, He showed that at Sydney there was at 
this moment a great excess of labour, and contended 
that under such circumstances great caution on the 
part of government was necessary in recommending 
persons toemigrate foremployment to distant colonies. 
Ife next approached the resolution respecting the 
education of the working classes, on which Lord J. 
Russell had dwelt with so much anxiety. He con- 
curred with him in thinking that all attempts to 
or the education of the people must be pre- 
ceded by attempts to improve their physical con- 
dition. He showed that government had not been 
inattentive to this part of its duty. In 1841 only 
£30,000 had been voted for educational purposes— 
in the present year the grant proposed would be 
£70,000. After describing the assistance which 
government had given to the normal schools for the 
last two years, as a proof that itwas not indisposed to 
pay attention to this subject, he entered into a de- 
scription of the measures which Sir R. Peel had 
taken for the moral and religious improvement of 
the population of England and Wales by building 
churches and placing endowed ministers in them, 
in the most crowded parts of the manufacturing 
districts. In the last nineteen months ninety-seven 
new churches had either been built or were ne 
in those districts. Hethen recapitulated the genera 
results of his statement. He thought that the ac- 
count which he had given of the recent proceedings 
of the government was indicative of anything but a 
neglect on their part of the interests of the working- 
classes. ‘hough the speech of Lord John Russell 
was not a party speech, yet the embodying of his 
resolutions Into an address to the Crown would be 
considered to convey a censure on the government. 
He should therefore move the previous question on 
his first resolution. 


After a few words from Sir C. Burret, Mr La- 
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[May 28, 


‘UCHERE said that in most of the opinions which 
ord J. Russell had expressed he cordially con- 
‘urred; for every day he lived he saw additional 
reasons for believing that the only policy for Eng- 
land was the firm pursuit of a liberal commercial 
policy. He then called upon the government to re- 
sume the consideration of the corn laws, to alter 
the existing duties on sugar, and not to expose the 
country not only to the loss of its present trade with 
the Brazils, but also to the alienation of the feelings 
of the Brazilian population from it. 

Sir J. Tyrewy observed, that the agricultural in- 
terest had supported the present administration 
because they looked upon it as an agricultural ad- 
ministration. Since their accession to office that 
administration had forfeited the confidence of its 
supporters. He considered the House to be much 
indebted to Lord J. Russell for bringing forward 
these resolutions, but he could not vote for them, as 
they were not of a practical character. He looked 
upon the present as nothing else but a corn law 
debate. 

After a brief and eloquent speech from Lord Pot- 
LINGTON, who declared that he would support a plan 
of colonisation as distinguished from emigration, 
and that he did not look with the same great degree 
of alarm as some of his friends on the eventual repeal 
of the Corn Laws, 

Mr Vixuiers observed, that he had been listening 
all the evening for an answer to Lord John Russell 
on the main question contained in his resolutions, 
and had heard none. The great question which 
Lord John Russell had raised was that of protection. 
He concurred with everything which the noble lord 
had said on that subject, and waited with impatience 
to hear from her Majesty’s Government some de- 
fence of that system, or some proof that what Lord 
John Russell had proposed was practically untrue. 
Sir J. Graham had described to them in the most 
glowing terms the effects of free trade. He had 
told them, that since it was introduced the agri- 
cultural peasantry were well off, and that their 
wages had risen. He had told them that when the 
price of food was high, in 1841, there was incon- 
ceivable distress: and he had shown what were the 
consequences now, when the price of food was low. 
Sir James Graham was an invaluable witness in the 
cause of free trade. He (Mr Villiers) was not going 
to defend Lord J. Russell’s conclusion on one sub- 
ject, but he thanked him most cordially for bring- 
ing forward his resolutions, The noble lord had 
broken up the ground and prepared the way for 
him, whenever he should propose the repeal of the 
corn laws. 

Mr Scort expressed himself strongly in favour of 
giving protection to agriculture. 

On the motion of Mr P. Howarp, the debate was 
then adjourned till Wednesday. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Division oN THE Maynootu EnpowMENT BItt.—- 
The numbers on the division were, for the third 
reading, tellers included, 319; against it, 186: ma- 
jority, 133. The second reading was carried by a 
majority of 147 ; the absolute number of voters being 
nearly the same on both occasions—on the second 
reading, 503; on the third, 505. The majority con- 
sisted of 150 conservatives and 169 liberals; the 
minority of 152 conservatives and 34 liberals, while 
74 conservatives were absent, including 7 Irish 
members, and 76 Jiberals, 17 of them Irish. These, 
with the Speaker, and three seats vacant—one for 
Downshire and two for Sudbury—make the total of 
658. The following tables exhibit the differences in 
the voting on the second and third reading of the 
bill. It will be seen that three liberals have changed 
sides; and that twelve liberal Irish members, who 
were absent on the former division, voted for the 
third reading :— 

1.—Thirty-four members voted for the third reading who 


were absent on the second :— 
LIBERALS, 20. 


*Acheson, Viscount Hall, Sir B. 
*Barron, Sir H. W. James, W. 
*Blake, Sir V. Layard, Captain 
*Clements, Viscount Morison, General 
*Corbally, M. E. *Norreys, Sir D. J. 
Dundas, F. *QO’Brien, J. 


*Roche, E. B. 
Seymour, Lord 
Smith, RightHon.V. 
Stuart, Lord James 
Wemyss, Captain 

*Westenra, Hon. J. 


Dundas, D. *0’Connell, M. J. Wood, Charles 
Etwall, R. Philips, M. ® Irish. 
Gill, T. *Power, James 


CONSERVATIVES, 9. 


Blakemore, R. Gardner, J. D. Mordaunt, Sir J. 
Borthwick, P. Glynne, Sir 8. R. Newport, Viscount 


Davies, D. A. 8. Henniker, Lord Yorke, Hon. E. T. 
Mr Baine, member for Greenock, and Mr Barkly, member for 


Leominster, both elected since the sccond reading of the bill, 


voted for the third reading. 
1].—Three liberals who voted for the second reading voted 
aguinst the third :— 
Berkeley, Hon. C, 
Brotherton, J. 
Dundas, Admiral 


I1I.—T wenty members voted against the third reading who 
were absent on the second :— 


LIBERALS, 5. 


Pechell, Captain 


nerman, A. 
aon . Philipps, Sir R. B. P. 


Hill, Lord Marcus 
Johnson, General 
CONSERVATIVES, 15. 

Alexander,Nathaniel Miles, P. W. S. 

Allix, J. P. Morgan, Charles 

Archdall, Captain M. Palmer, George 

Kirk, Peter Price, Richard Tbompson, Ald, 

Lopes, Sir R. Rashleigh, W. Trollope, Sir J. 

The Marquis of Blandford, a conservative, absent from the 
second reading, has since resigned, his seat for Woodstock, 
and has been succeeded by ViscountLoftus, who voted against 
the third reading. Colonel Austen, member for East Kent, 
elected since the second reading, voted against the third. 


JV.—Forty members who voted for the second reading were 
absent on the third :-= 


LIBERALS, 21. 


Shirley, E. J. 
Shirley, E. P. 
Spry, Sir T. 


Aglionby, H. A. Langston, J. H. Scrope, G. P. 
Armstrong, Sir A, Oswald, J. Sheridan, R. B. 
Blake, M. J, Paget, Lord A. Smith, J. A. 
Currie, BR, Paget, Lord W,. Stock, Sergeant 


Dalrymple, Captain 
Howard, Hon. J. K 
Howard, Hon. H. 
Howick, Viscount 


Ponsonby, Hon, C. 
s Fad 


Rutherford, A. 
Scott, R. 


CONSERVATIVES, 19. 
Egerton, Lord F, 
Follett, Sir W. 
Heathcote, Sir W. 
Irving, John 


sg, T. 
Vivian, J. W. 


Mildmay, Hon. St J. 
Russell, J. D. W. 
Sheppard, T. 
Sotheron, T. H. 
Wortley, Hon. J. 8. 


Barneby, J. 
Broadwood, H. 
Campbell, Sir H. 
Carnegie, Hon. Capt. 
Charteris, Hon. F. Knight, H. G. 
Dowdeswell, W. Lyall, G. 
Duncombe, Hon. A. March, Ear! of = 
Mr Raikes Curry was prevented by indisposition from voting 
for the third 1eading. Lord F. Egerton, Sir W. Follett, and 
Mr H. G. Knight, are aleo suffering from illness. Mr Char- 
teris paired off in favour of the third reading. 


V.—Seventeen members who voted against the second reading 
were absent from the third :— 
LIBERALS, 4. 
Maule, Right Hon. F. 
Talbot, C. R. M. 
CONSERVATIVES, 13. 
Hoyes, Sir E. Sanderson, R. 
Hepburn, Sir T. B. Smollett, A. 
Hodgson, F. Wyndham, Colonel 


Christie, W. D. 
Gisborne, T. 


Bagge, W. 
Baskerville, T. B. 
Brooke, Sir A. B. 
Dugdale, W. S. Long, W. 

Hardy, J. Pringle, A. 

GOVERNMENT OF SctnpE.—Mr MAncLgEs inquired, 
on Wednesday evening, when government intended 
that the province should be placed under the gencral 
government of the East India Company, and whether 
the right hon. baronet would object to lay on the 
table of the House all the information of which he 
was in possession, touching the revenue, judicial, 
and financial affairs of the territory in question? 
Sir R. Pee said, that it was with the full concur- 
rence of government that Scinde remained under the 
control of the secret committee of the Court of Di- 
rectors of the East IndiaCompany. Considering the 
state of affairs in the Punjauk, and the necessity 
there existed for continued military precaution, he 
thought it would be unwise as yet to take the re- 
cently-acquired provinces from the control oi the 
secret committee. 

On Thursday there were not sufficient members 
present to form a House. 

RAILWAYS AND Raitway Business.—On Friday 
evening, Mr Joun Stuart Wort ey brought for- 
ward a resolution, which he proposed should be 
made a standing order of the House, requiring the 
insertion of a specific clause in all railway bills, by 
which they will be submitted to the provisions of 
any general railway act that may hereafter be passed. 
Lord Howrck suggested an addition to the resolu- 
tion, which would authorise a revision of the rates 
and tolls. The debate on this point, however, was 
adjourned to Monday. On Monday night, Mr 
WorTLEY's resolution, with Lord Howi1cx’s addition, 
was adopted as a sessional, but not a standing, 
order. 

Sir V. BLAKE gave notice that, on the 10th of 
June, he should move two resolutions—first, that it 
was indelicate, inconvenient, and inconsistent with 
the usages of parliament, that the avowed enemies 
of the government should occupy the ministerial 
benches ; and second, that members habitually using 
language inconsistent with the usages of civilised 
society are guilty of the highest disrespect to the 
House: that, for the first offence, they be repri- 
manded, and for a second offence, if found incorri- 
gible, they be expelled [great laughter]. 


Tue ‘Cau oF THE Hovusse.’’—Mr Hume said he 
had ascertained from the clerks at the table that all 
the members required for attendance upon public 
and private committees had been already obtained, 
and he thought he should best consult the conve- 
nience of the House by stating that he did not mean 
to press his motion for a call of the House. 

On the same evening, the second reading of the 
Irish Academical Institutions bill and the Scotch 
Poor Law bill were postponed—the former until 
Friday next. 

Raitway Bustness.—On Monday evening Mr 
LABOUCHERE raised a conversation on the prospects 
of railway legislation during the present session. 
They had 240 bills before them, 119 of which had 
received the sanction of the Board of Trade, and a 
few of which only had been read a third time in 
that House. What were they to do?— 

Many most important railway bills, upon which par- 

ties had expended immense sums of money in proving 
their case before committees, might pass through their 
last stages in that House at so late a period of the 
session that it would be absolutely impossible for 
the other House to tike them into consideration. 
He thought it was now time to consider whether 
means should not be taken to prevent “the injury 
and inconvenience which such a circumstance must 
occasion. 
Sir Georce Crerk said that, to allow bills to be 
taken up in the next session at that preci e point in 
the proceedings where they might have been dropped 
in the present, would be a course wholly without a 
precedent. ‘lhe matter was under the anxious con- 
sideration of government, but he thought it would 
be wise on their part to suggest no remedy until a 
later period of the session. Lord Jonn Russevz and 
Lord Howick condemned delay in the matter. 

Tue Derxsy Day.—Mr Cottert on Monday night 
tried to induce the House to adjourn to Thursday, 
as he was sure there would beno House on Wednes- 
day, on account of Epsom races. His efforts, how- 
ever, were unavailing. 

Tue Svurrracr.—On the same evening Mr §, 
CRAWFoRD presented a petition, signed by 1,000 in- 
habitants of Liverpool, praying for an inquiry into 
the subjects embraced in the resolutions to be pro- 
posed by the noble lord the member for London, 
but complaining that some of the resolutions were 
defective and objectionable ; also petitions from the 
complete suffrage associations of Edinburgh and 
Birmingham, and another signed by 17,000 inhabi. 
tants of Edinburgh to the same effect. | 

Enouish Recium Donum.—On Friday evening 
Mr Hinp.ey gave notice of his intention to move 
for a return of the names of the Protestant Dis- 


senters who receive the annual grant from parlia- 
ment, and the names of the trustees administering 
the same. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thursday, May 22nd. 


A few petitions were presented against the May- 
nooth Endowment bill, and one by Lord Brougham 
from the general assembly of Newfoundland relative 
to theHalifax steamers calling at St Johns, which oc- 
casioned a good deal of sparring between the noble 
Lord and the secretary for the colonies. There was 
then a short discussion on the affairs of Greece, 
caused by Lord Beaumont moving for papers, which 
the Earl of Aberdeen declined to grant, and ridiculed 
the notion of converting the outrages of a few 
baniitti, on the Turkish frontier, into a case for the 
interference of the allied powers. 

ADMINISTRATION OF CHARITABLE Trusts.—The 
Lord Chancellor moved the second reading of the 
Charitable Bequests bill. 

‘*In 1818,” he said, ‘‘a commission had been ap- 
pointed to inquire into the charitable trusts in England 
and Wales, which had been renewed at various times till 
the year 1837. It had discharged its duties with the 
utmost ability, and its report contained a digest of all in- 
formation that could be brought to bear on the subject; 
but, having only powere of inquiry, no practical result 
had as yet followed from its labours. The present mea- 
sure was intended to remedy the abuses which had been 
detected in the superintendence over charitable trusts. 
At present the court of Chancery was the only tribunal 
which took cognizance of breaches of trusts, but, though 
eminently fitted for fulfiiling this office in the case of 
large endowments, the machinery of the court was in- 
applicable to small charities. The noble lord then 
proved the truth of this by several cases taken from the 
report, and proceeded to state that his measure would 
consist in the appointment bythe Crown of commisioners 
who should have the power of filling up vacant trustee- 
ships. It might be objected that considerable political 
influence was attached to these offices, and that the 
commissioners would use it in favour of the minister 
for the time being; but every precaution should be 
taken to make them independent, and to raise them 
above the temptation of perverting their influence for 
political purposes. He suggested that the funds for 
the support of these officers should be raised by 1 per 
cent levied on the charities, or, if this were insufficient, 
oo esa should be charged on the consolidated 

und,” | 

Lord Broveuam fully concurred in the praise be- 
stowed by the noble lord on the Charitable Com- 
mission, and said he would support the second 
reading of the bill, but thought it had better be re- 
ferred to a committee up-stairs. After a conversa- 
tion, in which Lords Cotrennam and CAMPRELL and 
the Lorp CHANCELLOR took part, the bill was read a 
second time, on the understanding that it should be 
reterred to a select committee, to be nominated by 
the Lord Chancellor this day. 


Friday, May 23rd. 


THe Maynootu Cotitece Brtt.—This being the 
first appearance of the Maynooth College bill in the 
upper House, a large number of petitions were pre- 
sented against it. On the motion of the Duke of 
WELLINGTON, it was read a first time ; and he fixed 
the 2nd of June for the second reading. ‘The Earl of 
CHARLEVILLE requested that the second reading 
might be deferred to a later period, to allow time for 
the presentation of petitions. The Duke of WEL- 
LINGTON said, that the bill had already been two 
months before the country since its first introduction 
into the Ilouse of Commons; ten days more were 
allowed before the second reading; and petitions 
might be presented at any subsequent stage; he, 
therefore, adhered to his notice. The Earl of Ropen, 
who presented a large number of petitions against 
the bill, gave notice that, on the second reading, he 
will move the appointment of a select committee, to 
inquire into the nature and character of the text 
books used at Maynovth. ‘The Marquis of Breapat- 
BANE, in presenting the petition lately adopted at the 
Crown and Anchor Conference, said :— 

He entirely concurred in the sentiments expressed by 
the petitioners, whose opposition to the bill was grounded 
entirely on the religious view of this subject. The mea- 
sure did appear to him to be one of the most unwise and 
impolitic that had ever been proposed by a government 
of this country [hear, hear]. He maintained that there 
never was a measure propounded by any government 
which went more directly to sap the foundations of the 
established church in this country, and to promote the 
establishment of the voluntary principle. 


Earl FitzHarpinGE could not conscientiously support 
the grant. After a short further conversation, the 
bill was read a first time without opposition. 

Raitway CompensaTIon. — Earl FitzwitiiamM 
moved :— 

‘That a select committee be appointed to take into 

consideration the practicability and expediency of esta- 
blishing some principle of compensation to the owners 
of real property whose lands shall be compulsorily taken 
for the construction of public railways, and the question 
_of severance and injuries.” 
He recapitulated some of the obvious defects of the 
present system, especially not the mere inadequacy, 
but the inequality of prices paid for land; and threw 
out two suggestions for the basis of the desired prin- 
ciple—either to calculate the price by some fixed 
multiple of the previous price of the land to be 
bought, or to calculate it on the receipts of the rail- 
way. Lord Sranzey adhered to his opinion, that it 
would be impossible to lay down a rule for all cases; 
but he could not deprive Lord Fitzwilliam of the 
opportunity of making any proposition to a com- 
mittee; and, after a short discussion, the committee 
was appointed. | 


Monday, May 26th. 
Maynootn.— Petitions against the grant to May- 
nooth were presented by Lord Repespa.e; two pe- 
| titions by the Earl of Banpon, twelve petitions by 
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Lord Kenyon, from 147 clergymen of the diocese of 
Down and Dromore: and nine other petitions by the 
Bishop of Lincoxn ;_ by the Bishop of WoxcesteEr, 
an immense number; by the Bishop of GLoucEsTER ; 
by the Bishop of WIncHEsTER, twenty-three peti- 
tions; by Lord Farnua«, from parishes and congre- 

ations of Presbyterians in Ireland; by the Earl of 

OUTCASHEL, Lord MonteacieE, Lord Freversuam, 
the Bishop of St Davin's, and the Bishop of Casuet, 
from 270 of the Irish clergy. The Bishop of Luan- 
DAFF presented several petitions from the diocese of 
Llandaff against the grant to Maynooth, and said he 
heartily concurred in their prayer. The Marquis 
of BREADALBANE presented 746 petitions from as 
many congregations of the Wesleyan Methodists of 
Great Britain and Ireland, with 70,534 signatures of 
members of that community, against the proposed 
endowment of Maynooth. The Earl of WIncHILSEA 
said he had 100 petitions to present against the grant 
to Maynooth; and, as some insinuations had been 
thrown out that the clergy of the church of England 
were not opposed to the measure, he begged to state, 
that 95 out of the 100 had been signed by clergymen 
of the established church. There was a petition 
from the archdeaconry of Northampton, with 137 
signatures of clergymen, and one from that of Suf- 
folk, including only the eastern part of the county, 
with 116 signatures. All denominations of Dissen- 
ters, with the exception of those who professed So- 
cinian or Unitarian doctrines, were also strongly 
opposed to the grant. ‘The noble earl then read the 
names of the places which had sent petitions against 
the grant. The Bishop of Duruam and another pre- 
late likewise presented several petitions against the 
Mayrooth bill. The Duke of Grarton and the Earl 
of Cawpor presented petitions to the same effect. 
The Bishop of Lonpon presented four petitions 
against the bill. There were also one or two peti- 
tions in favour of the grant. 

Mr O'DriscoLtt.—Some of the recent freaks of 
this notorious Irish magistrate, who has been twice 
removed anil twice replaced upon the commission of 
the peace, were once more the subject of comment. 
Lord Brovexuam brought the matter forward :— 

At the Skibbereen sessions, about ten days ago, Mr 
O'Driscoll had used language from the bench which 
amounted to a challenge to one of his colleagues sitting 
on the bench to fight a duel; and it exceeded all that he 

Lord Brougham) had ever heard of respecting the con- 

uct of magistrates on the bench, engaged in the ad- 
ministration of justice. Here was a magistrate, presiding 
at sessions, who conducted himself in such a way that he 
was actually threatened by his brother magistrates to be 
bound over tu keep the peace, he having committed a 
most grievous breach of the peace, by threatening to 
fight a duel with a brother magistrate. 


Lord MountcasuHet defended Mr O'Driscoll; but 
several speukers, on both sides of the House, very 
strongly condemned him. Eventually, the Lord 
CHANCELLOR said, that he would write to the Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland for an explanation. 

Irish Measvures.—In reply to inquiries on the 
subject, Lord Srantey said, that the Tenancy Im- 
provement Compensation bill for Ireland would 
probably be submitted next week. Other measures, 
for improving the condition of that country, were 
under the consideration of government, but it was 
doubtful whether they could be submitted this 
session. 

EcciestasticaAL Courts ConsoLIpATION Bii..— 
Lord CotrENHAM moved the second reading of this 
bill. The noble lord, after explaining that this 
Was not a new measure, called the attention of the 
House to the multitude of these courts, and the 
anomalous nature of the matters subject to their 
jurisdiction, and proceeded to give an outline of the 
changes contemplated in his bill. With respect to 
the juriediction exercised by these courts over wills, 
nothing could be more inextricable than the confu- 
sion into which the diocesan courts, and the lesser 
jurisdiction of decanal and vicarial courts had fallen, 
so that, de facto, almost all business found its way 
to the court of the Archbishop of Canterbury. The 
proposition he intended to make was, that a 
central court should be established in London, 
to which all ‘wills should be sent, and that it 
should have surrogates acting in the towns where 
the diocesan courts were now held, who should 
grant probates when the amount of property was 
small, but be obliged in every case to send the 
will to London to be registered, so that, in future 
time, every man’s testamentary dispositions might 
be found in the metropolis. In questions of divorce 
and excommunication, this central court would re- 
tain the power of the old courts. In the matter of 
church rates, over which the jurisdiction of these courts 
had caused so much ill will, he proposed an appeal to 
quarter sessions, where the rate had been illegally 
levied; and in that of tithes, he thought the power 
of these courts sheuld be abolished altogether, and 
that pending suits should be transferred to the Court 
of Chancery. He intended also to do away the 
¢riminal jurisdiction of these courts, which now had 
the power of punishing for defamation,)incest, and 
quarreling and brawling in chute yard None of 
these propositions were his own, fof/ each was 
founded on some recommendation of the many com- 
mittees appointed to investigate the subject. He 
had waited for some government measure, but, as 
none had been brought forward, he hoped the House 
would sanction the one now befoie it. 

The Bishep of Lincoin objected strongly that the 
pe court would be a lay one, and yet would 

ave powers of divorce and excommunication. ‘The 
feelings of members of the church would be out- 
raged, if sentences of divorce were pronounced by a 
purely lay tribunal. 

Lord Brovcuam thought these objections unsound, 
because the jurisdiction in question had been exer- 
cised by laymen in the cases of Sir J. Nicholl and 
Sir W. Scott. It was-right that such anomalies 


| 


should cease, and that the Crown should appoint 
these judges as it appointed all others. 

The Loxp Cuancettor and Lord CaMPRELL ex- 
pressed their approbation of the measure; and the 
bill was then read a second time. 

Several other bills were forwarded a stage, and 
their lordships adjourned till Friday. 


DOMESTIC, 


METROPOLITAN. 

Lonpon Peace Socrety.—The twenty-ninth an- 
nual meeting of the Society for the Promotion of 
Permanent and Universal Peace took place on Tues- 
day evening, at Finsbury chapel. ‘The meeting was 
presided over by Mr G. W. Alexander. ‘The chair- 
man, in opening the proceedings, spoke of the rapid 
progress of peace principles, as demonstrated by the 
increased interest taken in their promulgation both 
at home and abroad. From the report, it appeared 
that the Socicty’s agent, Mr Rigaud, had laboured 
in Holland, France, Belgium, Switzerland, and some 
of the bordering towns of Germany, and that several 
new auxiliary associations had been formed in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. Copies of the Society’s 
works were presented to the Emperor of Russia and 
the King of Saxony, when visiting in this country, 
and also to the King of the French (accompanied by 
a memorial) on the occurrence of the wears in Mo- 
rocco, Hayti, and Tahiti. The Diet in Switzerland 
had been likewise memorialised, and a correspond- 
ence opened with the American Peace Society ree 
= President Polk’s speech in reference to the 

regon territory. ‘The accounts showed an expen- 
diture of £1,459 6s. 10d. against £1,418 18s. 64d., 
received since the last anniversary. The meeting 
was addressed at length by Messrs G. Rose and J. 
Burnet, ministers, and Mr 8. Bowley. A collection 
was then made in the chapel, after which the meet- 
ing was briefly addressed by Mr Hindley, M.P., who 
arrived at an advanced period of the evening, and 
pledged himself to the advocacy of peace principles, 
on every fitting occasion, in parliament, despite the 
sneers or laughter of those by whom he was there 
surrounded. 

As a proof of the increasing inclination of the in- 
habitants of London to proceed towards the sea for 
recreation, it may be stated, that, in the year 1843, 
upwards of 1,500,000 persons were landed at the 
various piers at Gravesend, and which was increased 
to upwards of 2,000,000 in the year 1844. These, of 
course, are exclusive of those who visited Southend, 
Sheerness, Herne bay, Margate, and Ramsgate, 
amounting to upwards of 250,000,— Essex Herald, 

The wells sunk for supplying the fountains in 
Trafalgar square have absorbed the water from th: 
pumps in the neighbourhood, ‘The Union club had, 
at great expense, sunk a well on their premises, 
which, before the erection of the fountains, yielded 
a copious supply, but it is now, we hear, dried up.— 
Globe. 

CreaTION OF None Frsumoncrers!—The Fish- 
mongers’ Company entertained Prince Albert and a 
host of noblemen and gentlemen, at their hall, on 
Wednesday, to celebrate the admission of four new 
members of the guild—Kail Fortescue, Viscount 
Melbourne, Viscount Palmerston, and Lord Cotten- 
ham. Lord Melbourne was absent, on account of 
illness. ‘The Prince sat at the board less as a strange 
guest than as a fishmonger, which he was already. 
The guests, among whom was Sir Henry Pottinger, 
seem to have been almost entirely of the liberal 


tit. 


scription was opened on the spot, and was heade« 


by the Duke of Cambridge with £50. 

Tus Leaove Bazaan.—On Tuesday Lord John 
Russell visited the bazaar, and his visit occasioned a 
good deal of stir, His Lordship was conducted over 
the house by the chairman of the council, George 
Wilson, Esq. Several foreigners of rank have been 
among the visitors. ‘ We believe,” says the Chron- 
icle, ‘that, but for the controversial nature of the 
corn-law question the bazaar would have been vi- 
sited by the most illustrious personages in the land. 
As it is, several members of the royal household 
have honoured (?) it with their presence. On 
Thursday the number of persons who paid for ad- 
mission was 6,533, Those admitted by free orders 
numbered 750 ; total of visitors, 7,283. On Friday 
the number of visitors was, at the closing of the 
doors, 7,357 who had paid; and 300 who had not 
paid; total 7,657. A greater number of the gentry 
and aristocracy in carriages drove up to the doors 
that day, and could not gain admission, than on any 
former day since the bazaar opened. On Saturday 
the visitors to the bazaar were as numerous as 
ever. ‘The number who paid was 7,273; and 
there were probably 200 admitted free. ‘The amount 
of money received during the day for sales and 
admissions was within a few shillings of £1,200.” 
The ladies at the stalls—most of them from the coun- 
try—have had dreadfully fagging work. They are 
in the theatre by ten in the morning, or soon after— 
some before that saggy out their stalls and 
dusting their wares. Some of these are ladies who 
come in their own carriages. The Bazaar was to 
close last evening finally, and all the unsold goods 


and the decorations of the Gothic Hall will be 
removed at once to Manchester, preparatory to 
holding another bazaar there in the Great Free- 


trade Hall during the month of August. Up to last 
‘Tuesday evening, goods to the amount of £16,000 
had been disposed of. 

Fire anp Loss or Lirze.—The building called 
Ragget’s Hotel, Dover-street, Piccadilly, was yes- 
terday morning destroyed by fire. ‘The property de- 
stroyed is of the value of several thousand pounds. 
We regret exceedingly that several persons have 
perished in the above fire. Amongst them, as cer- 
tainly ascertained, are a nurse maid of Lord Hun- 
tingdon, and a daughter of the proprietor of the 
hotel. Mr Ragget, the proprietor himself, was not 
to be found, and was therefore supposed to have per- 
ished, and the same fate is a to have befallen 
Mrs Round, the wife of the honourable member for 
Essex. 

Tue Susrectep Murper at Hampsteap.—On 
Tuesday, Mr Wakley, the coroner, and a jury, as- 
sembled at the Yorkshire Grey, at Hampstead, to 
investigate the death of Thomas William Cunning- 
ham, aged forty-two, a tailor, residing at 24, Holy- 
well street, Strand, who, as mentioned in our last 
number, was found dead in a ditch, near the scene 
of the murder of Mr i)elarue, at Hampstead. There 
was no evidence in support of a supposition that has 
been put abroad relative to the deceased having met 
with a violent death; and the medical man, Mr 
Gower, who performed a post mortem cxamination of 
the body, gave a decided opinion that he had died 
of apoplexy, produced by natural causes, and not by 
violence, Verdict accordingly. 


PROVINCIAL. 
Sussex AGRICULTURAL Protection Soctrty.—The 
central committee held a meeting at the office of the 


party; and some slight infusion of political feeling 
took place, in hinted allusions to whig principles as 
the pole-star of public life. Still, the speeches were 
load. and therefore, though brief, somewhat 
tedious. Lord Brougham was the most characteris- 
tically fervid; and, in the report, his eloquence took 
a somewhat ludicrous turn, where he alluded, not 
only to his ‘dear friend’’ Lord Melbourne, who 
would soon be well again, but to illustrious members 
of the guild now no more—the Duke of Kent, the 
Duke of Sussex, Charles James Fox, Lord Holland 
—‘‘all these were fishmongers, but all had passed 
away; as if the freedom ot the corporation should 
have conveyed immortality! [Why was not the 
Duke of Richmond, “ the coroneted ftishmonger,” 
present ?] 

Pusitic Batus anp Wasunovuses.—A_ public 
meeting of ladies and gentlemen, interested in esta- 
blishing baths and washhouses for the poor, was held 
at Willis’s rooms, on Thursday. The attendance 
was numerous and influential, comprising members 
of parliament and public men of all parties. ‘The 
Duke of Cambridge presided ; opened the business 
of the day with a succinct statement of the objects 
and prospects of the institution; and closed with an 
exhortation to subscribe liberally. Mr W. Hawes, 
deputy-chairman of the Committee, stated the pre- 
sent position of the project. It has been determined 
to build the first establishment in a sraall square 
near Whitechapel, and a design by Mr Bayly has 
been accepted. It was proposed to have 100 baths 
and 150 tubs for washing ; and it was calculated that 
200 persons per diem might wash, and 400 persons 
bathe. ‘The Finance Committee were of opinion 
that about £12,000 would be required to carry out 
this plan on a grand scale in London. They had at: 
present received between £7,000 and £8,000, and 
the remainder had yet to be raised. Basing their 
calculations upon what had actually occurred in 
Liverpool, it was supposed that, in the first year of 
their establishment, they would have a deficiency of 
£40C ; but in the second year they expected a sur- 
plus of £600), and in the third year a surplus of 
£1,200. Resolutions in furtherance of the plan— 
moved and seconded by Lord Sandon, Ear] Fortescue, 
Lord Eldon, Lord John Manners, Lord Ranelagh, 
Mr Angus, the Marquis of Lansdowne, and Mr 
Byvg, M.P.—paseed unanimously. A spirited sub- 
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society in this town on ‘Thursday last, which, as we 
hear, was a very noisy affair. ‘The Duke of Rich- 
mond not being present, the feelings of the farmers, 

which on former occasions have been pent up and 
smothered, obtained vent; and so stormy is the de- 
bate said to have been, that nothing definite could 
be done, and the meeting was at last adjourned. 
The tenants are beginning to have a full view of 
‘‘the organised hypocrisy’’ of the scheme, and 
openly say that they are made the cat’s-pawe of 
greedy landlords, who study their own interests, not 
the tenants’. From the strong feeling that is grow- 
ing up among the tenants on this point, we opine 
that the landlords will ere long find reason to regret 
the labour they have bestowed in organising these 
societies, of which the tenants will presently avail 
themselves to give a vigorous expression of their 
daily growing sense of a wrong which can no longer 
be seloan in silence. When men find themselves 
hurried by their ‘ friends ’’ down the steep of ruin, 
they cannot withhold cries of distress and indigna- 
tion.— Brighton Guardian. 

‘Tne Game Laws.—Treprannine a Victim! —At 
Windsor, on ‘Thursday, James Dean, of East Hamp- 
stead, was charged before Mr P. H. Crutchley and 
Captain Bulkeley, county magistrates for Berkshire, 
with having unlawfully offered for sale four 
y’heasants and six pheasants’ eggs, on the 13th inst. 
sg who is more than sixty years of age, is a de- 
cayed shoemaker. The information was laid by 
George White, one of Prince Albert’s gamekeepers. 
Dean, it seems, had been suspected of poaching: 
James Milley, gamekeeper to Sir John Walsh, sent 
a letter to the shoemaker, offering to deal for some 
breeding pheasants and some eggs, and desiring that 
they might be brought to his own house: John 
Shakespere, one of Prince Albert's pemeneepen, 
was concealed, saw Dean offer the pheasants and 
eggs for sale, and heard him confess that he had 
caught the birds in wires. Ile was sentenced to pay 
fines and costs amounting in all to £10 1ls., or to 
be imprisoned for four months, with hard labour ! 

Punic Parks, &c.—The Manchester committee 
parks, &c., forthe working classes, have 
just completed the purchase of a third park. Itisa 
piece of land in the payor Ay Bradford, thirty- 
one acres in extent, part of the freehold estate of 
Lady Houghton. The price is £200 an acre, The 
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ck, which is separated from the township of New- 
on by the river Medlock, has an agreeable undu- 
lated surface, and presents a picturesque appearance. 

Gamz.—The youthful Earl of Stamford and War- 
rington has given orders to have the whole of the 
hares and rabbits destroyed on his estate. 

CHOLERA IN SHEFFIELD.—The Sheffield Iris states 
that several cases of ‘ Asiatic cholera’’ have oc- 
curred in Sheffield. The “cholera victims” of 1832 
were buried in a plat of ground to the south of the 
town: this was lately raked over, to clear it of 
weeds, On Whit-Monday some children from the 
workhouse played in the ground: a workhouse boy 
was taken ill, and died on the following Saturday, 
previously turning black all over; and eight other 
persons in the workhouse have been seized with 
similar symptoms, but no other death has yet hap- 
pened. 

Tue Late Dreaprut Accipent AT YARMOUTH.— 
On Wednesday the adjourned inquest was held at 
the Town hall. The Maver and nearly all the ma- 
gistrates of the borough were present, and many 
other gentlemen interested in the inquiry, including 
Mr Walker, the engineer, sent down by government, 
who presented a report, and underwent a lengthened 
examination. The jury, having consulted for an 
hour, returned the following verdict :— 

‘‘ That the deceased, Louisa Utting, came to her death 
by the falling of the suspension bridge across the river 
Bure on the 2nd May last, and that the falling of the 
bridge was attributable immediately to the defect in the 
joint or welding in the bar that first guve way, and to the 
quality of part of the iron and workmanship being inferior 
to the requirements of the original contract, which pro- 
vided that they should be of the best quality.” 

Duvet at Gosport.—A duel took place on Tues- 
day night, near Gosport, between a Mr Seton, re- 
cently retired from the army, and a Lieutenant 
Hawkey, still in the service. It appears that, at a 
soirée held at the King’s rooms, Southsea beach, on 
Monday evening last, Mr Seton paid some attention 
to the wife of Lieutenant Hawkey, and was after- 
wards, in the public room, most grossly insulted by 
Mr Hawkey, who called him a blackguard and a 
villain, and told him if he would not fight him he 
would horsewhip him down the High street of 
Portsmouth. The consequence may be anticipated. 
A meeting was arranged, and, after shots were twice 
exchanged without the seconds interfering to adjust 
the quarrel, it was found that Mr Seton had been 
wounded so as to put his life in the utmost peril. 
He is a married man, with four children. Hawkey 
has fled to France. Mr Seton is recovering. 


--s YRELAND. 


CONVOCATION OF THE Roman CaTHOLIc Bisuors.— 
The Roman Catholic bishops met on Wednesday at 
the presbytery in Marlborough street, Dublin, for 
the purpose of further considering the clauses of the 
government bill for academical education. The 
meeting was adjourned until Friday, when the fol- 
lowing resolutions were unanimously adopted :— 

** Resolved—That having maturely considered the bill 
now pending before parliament for the extension of aca- 
demical education in Ireland, and giving credit to her 
Majesty’s government for their kind and generous inten- 
tions, manifested in the endowment of the college of 
Maynooth, we find ourselves compelled, by a sense of 
duty, to declare, that, anxious as we are to extend the ad- 
vantages of education, we cannot give our approbation to 


the proposed system, as we deem it dangerous to the 
faith and morals of the Catholic pupils. 

** Resolved—That, therefore, a respectful memorial, 
suggesting and soliciting such amendments in the said 
bill as may be calculated to secure the faith and morals 
of the students, be presented to his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, praying his Excellency to forward the same 
to her Majesty’s government, and support its prayer 
with the weight of his influence.”’ 

The bishops have adjourned to the 24th of June, 
when they will assemble at Maynooth. 


Tue l'ara-HILL DemMonstration.—The great ‘* Re- 
peal demonstration” at Tara took place on Thurs- 
day. “It proved to be, not a parallel, but a contrast 
to the celebrated ‘Tara monster meeting. There was 
a rude altar, a few tents were pitched, a multitude 
collected—perhaps eight or ten thousand, and some 
gentlemen wore the uniform of the’82 club: but the 
horsemen were few, the carriages not often more 
than farmers’ carts; and the speeches were replaced 
by an exhortation to order from Mr M‘Evoy, and the 
performance of high mass. A procession was then 
formed, and Mr O'Connell was escorted towards 
Navan; where some hundreds of gentlemen enter- 
tained him at dinner in the Town hall. Neither 
military nor police were in attendance ; and the 
whole affair passed off in the utmost quict. The 
Freeman's Journal says that 50,000 persons assisted 
at mass with Mr O’Connell on Tara hill; and that 
from the valleys of the Boyne and the walls of Navan 
200,000 poured out their welcome to the Liberator. 
Saunder’s News Letter states that the numbers present 
did not exceed 5,000 or 6,000, and, except the ban- 
ners of the ‘Temperance bands, there were few, if any 
other insignia. Mr O’Connell’s speeches, both in the 
town of Navan and at the banquet, were of the usual 


character. Hethus commenced his speech to the 
pee | 
en of Meath, Jet me tell you what brought me here 


cries of ‘You are welcome’’}. I humbly thank you 
hear). I came here to help you to carry out the repeal 
of the union (cheers). 1s there any man here against 
it? (cries of “‘ No.’’}. Let every man who is for repeal 
hold up his hand. (Thousands of hands were lifted up.] 
The drift of his speech was to show that, by vigor- 
ously persevering in the repeal agitation, they could 
obtain almost any amount of concession from the 
government. For example :— 

The year before last Sir J. Graham said that conces- 
sion to Ireland had reached its limits; but is Sir James 
of the same opinion now? [*‘ Hear,” and cheers.) He 
has retracted every word of it—he has eaten his words ; 


he now says that, instead of concession to Ireland having 


ree? dirug’ 


reached its limit, it is only now beginning (cheers). 
Why does he say so? Because they perceive the pro- 


gress of repeal, and they are trying to buy the people 
from me. Oh, what a chance they heave of xt haere) 


Let them compete with me, and I am satisfied. What 
will they bid for the Irish people? [cries of “ Repeal.] 
The repeal—indeed that would be our price. [A vice: 
‘We will take no less.’’] Yes, we will take everything 
we can get. I never refused the fifteenth part of ‘a debt 
from an obdurate debtor, If a person that was unable 
or unwilling to\pay me the entire paid me a share, I was 
ready to take Re instalment, and look for the remainder 
immediately afterwards [laughter]. We are ready to 
do that now, and everything we get will put us in good- 
humour [hear]. 

The banquet in the evening was given in a pavilion 
erected for the occasion. About eight hundred per- 
sons sat down to dinner. Bishop Cantwell was the 
only person of note present. ‘The following are ex- 
tracts from Mr O'Connell’s speech at the dinner :— 

He (the minister) may try his experiments—he may 
give us a good bankers’ bill—he may take off the glass 
duties—he may give a bountiful grant, and an uncon- 
taminated grant, to Maynooth—he may hold out the 
prospect of sustaining education; but education does 
not consist merely in literature—it is not in Greek, or 
Latin, or science, or algebra, or any branch of mathe- 
mathics or natural philosophy, that education alone con- 
sists—no, education should form the mind, elevate the 
heart, direct the judgment, give to genius its wing and 
to talent its display—education should confirm morality, 
ES a zest to the finest feelings of humanity, and to re- 

igion an impulse {loud cheers]. But if there be an 
education to corrupt and to poison the source of litera- 
ture by making the youth subservient—if there be that 
kind of education that, instead of ennobling the mind, 
enriches the pocket at the expense of the integrity—if 
there be that kind of education that vitiates and con- 
taminates, that makes the sycophant and the slave, that 
gives temptation to the renegade and a bribe to the de- 
serter from his conscience and his faith—if there be 
education of this kind, and the Minister offers it to us, I 
would not speak of his bounty, but the curse he would 
iuflict on the country by such an education, and I am 
proud there are shields [« Hear, hear,”’ and loud cheers] 
to protect them from its influence. Yes, my lord (ad- 
dressing the Bishop of Meath), there are such shields 
{loud cheers), from off which the poisoned arrows will 
glide harmlessly (cheers]—shields that will uphold and 
protect the youth of the nation, as if an angel’s wing 
were spread over the land, in whose shadows every virtue 
will be cultivated, piety made permanent, religion an- 
nounce its commands, and knowledge and information be 
made subservient tosalvation. We are arrived at a crisis. 
We are arrived, gentlemen, at a time of which Irishmen 
ought to be proud. How have we gained—and I will 
say myself, how have I gained—this victory over Peel 
[cheers]? For, remember, I boast of it [cheers]. Let 
any person who chooses put me down as a vain, empty 
coxcomb ; and, perhaps, I am dressed something in that 
style [laughter]; but I think that we have defeated 
Peel [cheers]....I willtell you what you shall do—return 
two repealers for the county of Meath at the next elec- 
tion [‘‘ Hear, hear,’’ and loud cries of ‘‘ We will’’]. If 
you exert yourselves, you can with ease procure the re- 
turn of two repealers; and, remember, that other con- 
stituencies, similarly situated, must follow your example. 
Drogheda must do its duty in this respect; I am sure it 
will do its duty. [The mayor of Drogheda rose and 
bowed assent.] Dundalk will do its duty—Westmeath 
will do its duty. There is but one thing for Ireland, and 
that isthe repeal.... The great political question of our 
day now lies between the minister and the Irish on the 
one hand, and the bigotry and fanatic fanaticism of 
England on the other (hear, hear]. The whigs are gone, 
the radicals are beneath contempt, the Protestant Dis- 
senters of England have disgraced themselves for ever. 
Let the minister pursue what policy he may, this at least 
is certain, that the triumph of the Irish people is beyond 
all question, provided that they continue in the same 
peaceful and constitutional course which, under my 
guidance, they have heretofore pursued. 

A great repeal gathering tuok place on Thursday, 
in Limerick, for the purpose of voting an address to 
be presented to Mr O’Connell, at the levee which is. 
to be held in the Rotunda, Dublin, on the 30th 
inst, being the anniversary of his ‘hundred days’ 
martyrdom.”’ 


Cork ProvinciaL CoLLeGEe ComMitTrEE,—The Cork 
Reporter states, that Mr Wyse, M.P., and Dr W. 
Cooke Taylor, are likely to be appointed as the 
principals of two of the projected colleges. 


SCOTLAND. 

A Rattway Murper.—Mr Cooley, a Glasgow 
merchant, hired a special train on ‘Tuesday, to con- 
vey him to Edinburgh—which place he was anxious 
to reach before the then next ordinary train would 
arrive. Strange to say, the ordinary train came up 
with its special forerunner, within a mile or two of 


Edinburgh—smashed the carriage to pieces—and 
killed the passenger! And this took place at 9 
o'clock on the 20th of May, in a moonlight night! 
There was nothitg to prevent the men upon the 
regular train from seeing the train into which they 
so recklessly ran; which train, however, if there 
had not been gross mismanagement, should have 
been at Edinburgh long before. 

Meetine IN Benacy or rut Poor.—A preliminary 
meeting was held in Elder street chapel, on Tuesday, 
to consider the propriety of forming an association 
for ‘protecting the interests of the poor in Scotland, 
and for preventing the occurrence, and mitigating 
the consequences, of clearings in the Hi-hlands. 
The meeting, though not numerously, was very re- 
spectably attended. Among those present there 
were several ministers from the North of Scotland. 
Several gentlemen having spoken in confirmation of 
the helpless and destitute condition of the people in 
many parishes, a committee was formed to make the 
necessary arrangements for holding a public meeting 
for the formation of an association. It was also 
resolved that three or four of the Highland minis- 


| on Sabbath first, in aid of 


ters should be requested to preach evening sermons 


the great objects - 
plated.— Edinburgh Chronicle. ' ’ ere 


— i. 


Sacrep Harmonic Socrety.—The Queen has re- 
quested the performance of Mendelssohn’s ‘St Paul’’ 
on Monday the 2nd June, and has expressed her in- 
tention of being present on the occasion. 

Tur Wueat Crop.—lIt is very fortunate that the 
winter and spring of the present year were so cold, 
for since the weather became somewhat milder, that 
most destructive insect, the wire worm, has begun to 
make great ravages amongst the wheat. It has never, 
within our recollection, been so mischievous in this 
county as in this year.— Liverpcol Times. 

Tue Late Mr Hoop.—Sir R. Peel has sent a 
contribution of £50 to the fund now in progress of 
collection in memory of the genius of the late 
Thomas Hood, and in aid of his bereaved family. 
Mr Hood has left a widow and four children in 
straitened and precarious circumstances, with no 
other means of subsistence than a small pension, 
terminable on the failure of the widow’s life, barely 
sufficient to supply a family of three with common 
necessaries, and totally inadequate for the education 
and advancement of the orphan children. 

Business OF THE Session.—The Morning Chronicle 
shows, in detail, how impossible it is, with the im- 
mense mass of railway bills, ‘‘ that parliament can 
crush through the private business of the year;”’ 
and says, ‘* We understand that ministers do not in- 
tend to prolong the session, but that probably an 
act will be passed for resuming the undone bills 
— year in the stages in which they will be set 
ast.’’ 

Tus Dustin Deputation.—The Queen received 
the Lord Mayor of Dublin, and the deputation from 
the town council, at Buckingham palace, on Wed- 
nesday last. Her answer was, in substance, that 
she received the address with “feelings of great 
gratification,”’ and that ‘‘ whenever she might Le 
enabled to receive in Ireland the promised welcome, 
she would rely with confidence on the loyalty and 
affection of her faithful subjects.”’ 

Tur New Stave Trape Treaty.—The Times of 
Monday announces :—*‘ All but the smallest items 
being not only fixed upon, but reduced to necessary 
form, the new slave-trade treaty will be signed be- 
fore Friday next, when the Duke de Broglie will 
probably leave England. ‘The treaty is to last for 
ten years, unless, at a period to be appointed (which 
will probably be towards the fifth year), their mu- 
tual efforts should have proved insufficient and un- 
satisfactory. It is therefore arranged that France 
shail keep on the western coast of Africa a fleet 
consisting half of steamers and half of sailing ships, 
the number amounting to not less than twenty- 
seven; and that the naval force employed by Eng- 
land will be of the same character, calibre, and 
amount, exercising simultaneously due vigilance on 
the flags of their respective nations. The represen- 
tatives of foreign powers who signed the last treaty, 
not ratified by France, have shown the greatest 
good-will on the present occasion. 

‘THe ComMMITTEE ON THE Game Laws.—A tenant 
farmer having complained in the Times that there 
were no apparent signs of activity on the part of this 
committee, Mr Bright replies through the same me- 
dium— 

For his information I may state, that the committee 
sits generally three days in each week, and that evidence 
has already been received from the counties of Middle- 
sex, Herts, Buckingham, Sussex, Wilts, Hants, and 
Dorset, and witnesses are in readiness from all the 
counties where game-preserving has been practised to a 
serious extent. Iam not at liberty to enter into parti- 
culars of what. passes in a select committee, or I could 
give satisfactory reasons why the progress of the inquiry 
has been less rapid than was expected. 

Tue German Catuotic Cuurcn. — The govern- 
ment of the Grand Duchy of Hesse has declared in 
favour of the new Catholic communion at Offenbach. 
‘The ministry having first applied to the Bishop of 
Mentz to authorise the Catholic cure of Offenbach to 
administer the different sacraments of the new com- 
munion, the bishop declined doing so, and thereupon 
the government has invested the Protestant pastor 
with the necessary powers to perform those acts 
until turther provisions are made. — Augsburg 
Gazette. A letter from Leipsic, dated May 8th, says 
—** Yesterday evening an order arrived from the mi- 
nister of ecclesiastical affairs, directing that the 
mectings of the new sect calling themselves the Ger- 
man Catholics, shall be allowed, and may be held 
publicly; lectures and sermons shall likewise be 
permitted; but with respect to baptisms, marriages, 
and the administration of the Lord’s supper, they 
must employ the Protestant clergy. We are happy 
to add, that in the meeting of the citizens yesterday, 
it was resolved to grant 300 dollars annually to the 
new sect.”’ 

Tue Evecrric TeLecrarn.—On the 16th instant, 
Robert Spencer, a married man, and Amelia Spencer, 
spinster, cloped by steam from Gosport to London, 
taking with them £37 odd, the property of her 
parents. ‘To their surprise, they were apprehended 
at the station in London, and charged with the rob- 
bery, the news of which had been communicated by 
the oo e telegraph. They have been committed 
for trial. 

The East India Company is about to present to 
Mehemet Ali, Pacha of Egypt, a silver fountain, of 
exquisite workmanship, upwards of ten feet high, 
and containing OH 10,400 ounces. 

New ScuemMes.—The new railway schemes of the 
last week are larger, in a numerical point of view, 
than at any previous period. They form an array of 15. 

Guizor anD ‘Tu1eRs.—A friend of M, Guizot’s 
having visited him the other day, found him in his 
garden walking, and engaged in the perusal of a 
volume of M. Thiers’ History. The visitor inquired 
alter the Minister’s health, ‘‘ Je me porte tres bien,” 
was the reply ; “‘ vous voyez, je lis les romans.” ‘I 
am quite recovered; you see I am allowed to read 
novels.’’—Chronicle, 
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Weligious Entclliaence. 


ANOTHER CHapeL Dest Ciearep Orr.—The In- 
dependents of Pontefract, stimulated by the exam- 
ple of their brethren in Leeds, resolved about two 
months ago to make an effort to pay off the debt 
remaining on their chapel. The effort has proved 
successful : of the debt of £500 not a farthing remains, 

OpeNnING oF DENHOLME NEW INDEPENDENT Cua- 
PEL.—On Whit-Sunday, the above chapel, which is 
a very neat and commodious structure for the pre- 
sent necessities of the Hamlet, and which cost about 
£800, was opened for divine worship. Sermons 
were preached in the morning and evening by the 
Rev. Mr Hewitt of Rochdale, and in the afternoon 
by the Rev. W. Scott of Airedale College. Col- 
lections were made after each service, and about 
£43 was realised.— Bradford Observer. 

The foundation of the new Baptist chapel was 
laid at Bramley, on Monday, by Mr H. Dowson, 
Baptist minister, 

SHELTON, Potreries.—On ‘Tuesday, the 29th 
April, Mr R. Macbeth, late of the Lancashire Inde- 
pendent College, was solemnly set apart to the pas- 
toral oversight of the congregational church assem- 
bling in Hope chapel, Shelton. 

The Rey. Ridley H. Herschell went by the Hiber- 
nia steamer, on the 19th of April, to the United 
States. His visit to his brethren in that country 
is made at the request of the American society for 
ameliorating the condition of the Jews.— Voice of 
Israel. 


BIRTHS. 
May 18, Mrs JAMES STRANGE, Queen’s row, Pimlico, eldest 
daughter of Mr E. A. Dunn, of a daughter. 
May 22, at Fareham, the wife of Mr JoserH Moore, mission- 
ary from Tahiti, of a son. 


MARRIAGES. 

May 10, at Torquay, in the Independent chapel, by Mr John 
Orange, Mr WILLIAM PARTRIDGE, of Torquay, to Miss Howarp, 
of the same place. 

May 13, at Salem chapel, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, 
by Mr ‘I. Thomas, Mr JAMeEs Brown, of Ringsteaa, to Miss 
MARTHA WRIGHT, of Wellingborough. 

May 22, at the Independent chapel, Fareham, by Mr John 
Varty, Mr JouN WHEELER Hoop, to Miss ANNE FRosT, both of 
that town. 

May 22, at the Independent chapel, Beccles, by Mr J. Alex- 
ander, minister, of Norwich, Davip WALKER, Esq., of Pctistree, 
Suffolk, to Harriet, third surviving daughter of John Crisp, 
Esq., of the former place. 

May 24, at the Independent chapel, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, by 
Mr W. Tait, minister, Mr THOMAS GLAZEBROOK RYLANDS, 
son of John Rylands, Esq., of Warrington, to JANE CHAPMAN, 
youngest daughter of Mr Raaa, of Ashby-de-la-Zouch. 


DEATHS. 

April 20, at Kingston, Jamaica, WILLIAM WILBERPORCR, ine 
fant son of Mr T. H. Woop, Baptist minister, aged seven 
months. 

May 7, at Rugby, GEORGE JOHNSTONE, the infant son, and on 
the 9th, ELIZABETH, the wife of T. J. BournNE, Esq., of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, and fifth daughter of Mr 
Matthew Vicars, rector of Godmaston, Dorsetshire. 

May 18, at Kingston, Cambridgeshire, aged 25 years, MARY 
ANN, relict of the late Mr Henry WILKINSON, whom she had 
followed to the tomb during the past year. 


Grade and Commerce. 


LONDON GAZETTE. 
Friday, May 23. 


The following building is certified as a place duly registered 
for solemnising marriages, pursuant to an act of 6and7 Will. 
[V., cap. 85:— 

Wesleyan chapel, Nottingham. 


DECLARATION OF INSOLVENCY. 

Evans, RICHARD, Broseley, Shropshire, tallow chandler, 
May 22. 

BANKRUPTS. 

BARKER, JOHN, Gayles, Yorkshire, maltster, June 5, 26: soli- 
citors, Mr W. J. Hutchinson, Barnard Castle; Mr C. B. Cour- 
tenay, Leeds; and Mr F. J. Spiller, Gray’s Inn square, London. 

CANN, JOHN, Woolwich, Kent, bricklayer, June 3, 30: soli- 
citors, Mr Colquhoun, Woolwich, and Messrs Bowers and Co., 
Chancery lane. 

FEAVioUR, JOHN, Liverpool, hotel keeper, May 29, June 30: 
solicitor, Mr English, Old nig 

Hagnis, THoMAs, Newtown, Montgomeryshire,gurrier, June 
3, 27: solicitors, Mr Jones, Newtown; Messrs Rogers and Rad- 
cliffe, Liverpool ; and Messrs Gregory and Co., Bedford row, 
London. 

HOLLOWAY, RICHARD, Evesham, Worcestershire, innkeeper, 
June 10, July 5: solicitors, Mr Eades, Evesham, and Messrs 
Motteram and Knowles, Birmingham. 

KIMBLE, Ropert, Great Marylebone street, boot maker, May 
30, July 4: solicitor, MrStrick, Doughty street, Bedford row. 

Lowe, WILLIAM, Bristol, ivory turner, June 9, July 4: soli- 
citors, Mr John Kerle, Haberfield, Bristol, and Messrs Mackin- 
son and Sanders, ‘Temple, London. 

MACDONALD, ALEXANDER, Leadenhall street, City, merchant, 
June 4, July 11: solicitors, Messrs Keddell and Co,, Lime street. 

Prippey, Henry, Droitwich, Worcestershire, upholsterer, 
June 5, July 2: solicitors, Messrs Motteram and Co., Birming- 
ham, and Messrs Parkes and Co., Bedford row, London. 

Sims, THoMas, Whitechapel road, victualer, June 8, 30: soli- 
citors, Messrs Wire and Child, St Swithin’s lane. 

SmMitH, Dyer Berry, Liverpool, merchant, June 4, July 8: 
solicitors, Mr Greatley, Liverpool, and Messrs Parkes and Co., 
Bedford row, London, 

THackrey, Joun, Leeds, dyer, June 5, 26: solicitors, Messrs 
Dunning and Co., Leeds, and Messrs Milton and Nealor, South- 
ampton buildings, Loudon, 

WHITE, Joun, Warminster, Wiltshire, currier, June 3, 27: 
solicitors, Messrs Galsworthy and Nichols, Cook’s court, Carey 
street, 

Woop, Tuomas, Little Queen street, Holborn, wine merchant, 
June 10, July 4: solicitors, Messrs Collins and Rigley, Crescent 
place, Bridge street, Blackfriars. 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 

Ross, James, Aberdeen, china merchant, May 29, June 30. 

TAYLOR, RoB. xt, jun., Glasgow, wholesale teadealer, May 29, 
June 19, 

DIVIDENDS, 

J.C. Lee, Liverpool, locker in her Majesty’s customs; first 
div. of ls. T4d., any Wednesday—G, Taylor; firet and final div. 
of 13s. 9d., any Saturday—S. Law, Great Portland street, uphol- 
sterer ; final ay of ls. 7d., any Saturday —l’. Higginson, Liver- 
pool, pawnbroker ; second diy. of 2s., any Thur-day—L. Watson, 
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, smith; first div. of 5s. 9d., any 
Wednesday—F. B. and W. Stacy, Lawrence lane, Cheapside, 
City, warehousemen,; first div. of ba. any Saturday—W. Hinch- 
litf, Marlborough road, Chelsea, Sha see dog first div. of 4s, 8d., 
any Saturday—R. Rochester, Hartlepool, butcher; first div. of 
Is., any Saturday—W. Pringle, Morpeth, carrier ; first and final 
div. of ls. 4d., any Saturday—J. Donelly, late of Newry, but now 
of Liverpool, merchant; first div, of 2d., any Monday—J. and 
E. Herdman, jun., Congleton, Cheshire, millers, second div. of 
64d., any Monday—XK, Swainson and J. Gardner, Liverpool, gro- 


cers: second div. of 2}d., any Monday—J. Carbuet, Liverpool | 


publican; first div, of 3s. 10d., any Wednesday. 


Tuesday, May 27. 


The following building are certified as places duly registered 
te a marriages, pursuant to an act of 6 and 7, Wm 

. cap. &, 

The Baptist Temple, Newport, Monmouthshire. 

The Wesleyan chapel, Bridport, Dorsetshire. 


BANKRU PTS, 


BARNES, LEONARD, Redhall, Lancashire, provision dealer, 
June 9, 30: solicitors, Messrs Johnstone and Co., Temple, 
London, and Messrs Higson and Robinson, Manchester. 

Brown, JOHN JAMES, Bury St Edmund's, grocer, June 6, 
30: solicitor, Mr G. T. Taylor, Featherstone buildings, Holborn. 

Burns, Georek Corne ius, Devises, Wiltshire, upholsterer, 
June 10, July 8: solicitors, Messrs Dean and Co., St Swithin's 
lane, London; and Mr G, Cox, Bath. 

Davis, WILLIAM, Compton, Staffordshire, butcher, June 2, 
July 2: solicitors, Messrs Parkes and Co., Bedford row, Lon- 
don ; and Messrs Motteram and Knowles, Birmingham. 

Herne, THomas, Cardiff, Glamorganshire, draper, June 10, 
July 4: solicitor, Mr Thomas Parker, 18, 8t Paul’a churchyard. 

Lewis, Ricnarp, Ashford, Kent, carman, June 3, July 8: so- 
licitor, Mr Anthony, Nicolas lane, Lombard street. 

Poo_e, WILLIAM, sen., Hortou Lock, Buckinghamshire, shop- 
keeper, June 4, July 5; solicitor, Mr John Hutson, Upper Clif- 
ton street, Finsbury. 

TAYLor, JAMES, Bromley, Middlesex, maltster, June 6, July 
zd solicitors, Messrs Marten, Thomas, and Hollams, Mincing 
ane. 

SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 


CRAWFORD, JAMES, Port Glasgow, flesher, June 3, 26. 
Kay, Davin, Kinglassie, grain merchant, May 31, June 21. 
OGILVY, JOHN, Quarff, Shetland, merchant, June 3, 24. 
Ross, SIMON MACKENZIR, jun., Aldie, cattle dealer, May 29, 
June 18. 
, — THomas, Trongate, Glasgow, clothier, May 31, 
une 21, 
WEBSTER, RoBERT, Edinburgh, solicitor, June 2, 23. 


DIVIDENDS. 


N. Roskell, Liverpool, merchant, first div. of 5s. 6d., any 
Thursday—W. Wyrill, Bradford, Yorkshire, ironmonger, first 
div. of 2s., any Tuesday—G.Fielding, Thame, Oxfordshire, iron- 
monger, first div. of 6d., May 31, and two following Saturdays— 
J. Vaile, Cheltenham, wine merchant, first div. 9s., ahy Wednes- 
day—J.Bohn, 12, King William street,Strand, bookseller, sec. div. 
of 54d., May 31, and two aa Saturdays—T. Pearce, 239, 
Bermondsey street, tripeman, first div, of 28. 9d., May 31, and 
two subsequent Saturdays—H. Thompson, late of King street 
and Chadwell street, Clerkenwell, timber merchant, first div. of 
10d., May 31, and two subsequent Saturdays—J. Lorden and 
N. Hadley, Herne Bay, Kent, builders, first and final div. of 
20s., any Saturday, 


BRITISH FUNDS, 


The market has a flat appearance, and there is not much 
doing. Frices are stationary. 


Wed. ‘ighanae Fri, | Sat. | Mon. | Tues 
3percent.Consols | 99} | 9 99 99 99 99 
Ditto for Account,. | 99 9Y 99 99 | 99 99 
3 percents Reduced| 98 98 98 98 98 98 


New 5} percent.... | 101 101 101 100} | 
Long Annuities...| 11 lk ll lig Ol 1] 


Bank Stock..... ooe| SLL | VIL | VIL | VIL | VIOZ | 210 
India Stock........| 280 | 280 | 280 | 280 | 279 | 279 
Exchequer Bills. ..| 60pm | 60pm | 60pm | 60pm 60pin | 60pm 
India Bonds ...... 7pm | — _ _-_ - _ 
FOREIGN FUNDS, 
Austrian oo. .ccoe eevee] Mexican ..ccsccccses| Sit 
Belgian ...... seveenes 99 FOTUVIAN sccccccesceost Os 
Brazilian ...... eeeseese| 894-9 Portuguese 5 percents| — 
Buenos Ayres ........| 42 § Ditto converted..,...| 674 
COTREIREOD oo ccesnecoes 15} Ff Russian .........+..| 138 
Danish ....ccece sooeee| 88 § Spanish Active ......| 304 
Dutch 24 per cents ....| 634 § Ditto Passive ...,.... 8 
Ditto4 percents ...... 984 § Ditto Deferred .,....| 17} 
RAILWAY SHARES, 
Birmingham and Derby — | London & Birm, } Sharee| 334 
Birmingham & Gloucester |137 | London and Brighton , .| 64 
DOOMRWION sc ccdsesteceaes 93] London & CroydonTrunk; 184 
Bristoland Exeter ...... 84 § London and Greenwich | 11 
Cheltenham & Gt.Western| — § Ditto New ..... awceane 244 
Eastern Counties ........ 18 | Manchester and Leeds [153 
Edinburgh and Glasgow | 66 | Midland Counties ...... 1694 
Grand Junction ........ — | Ditto New Shares ...... 20 
Great North of England ,, |217 | Midland and Derby ..., |131 
Great Western .......... Oe B EPRGO OW vc cccaccess | = 
Ditto Halt .occcccsevsces 106 | South Eastern and Dover; 41 
Ditto Fifths ..........++-| 42 | South Western ........| 704 
London and Birmingham (239 | Ditto New ......... oo (kd » 
MARKETS. 


MARK LANE, Monpay, May 26, 


There was a small show of wheat from Essex and Suffolk, and 
only a moderate quantity from Kent, The millers displayed 
more inclination to buy, and the stands were mostly cleared at 
an early hour. For really choice qualities 2s,, and for other sorts 
ls. per quarter more was realised. Holders of free foreign wheat 
generally asked high rates, and the actual operations were not 
important. 

English barley was scarce, and the little exhibited was dis- 
posed of at terms which were not previously obtainable, Several 
parcels of free foreign barley likewise changed hands at slightly 
advanced prices. 

The inquiry for malt continued slow, but there was less prese- 
ing on the market. 

The fresh arrivals of oats were quite moderate, and factors 
demanded 6d. to ls. per quarter more for fine corn; this caused 
the dealers to act with caution, and the improvement was only 
paid by necessitous buyers. 

Beans were in very short supply, and in some instances ls. 
per quarter advance was paid for handsome samples. 

Peas moved off in small quantities, at fully the terms of this 
day se’nnight. 


s. s. s s. 
Wheat,Red,....... 41 to 46 | Malt, Ordinary .. 46 to 50 
UO cvccosccoccs GP 00 POR secrcccces Oe ee 
WU MERO de sececces oe Fe eee —— re 
WENO: onvaccevess . 500 ,.. 56 | Peas, Hog........ 34... 37 
Flour, per sack .... 32 ,, 42 ec, ne MEUEOTEE .. 33 ., 38 
eee arr er 21 .. 26 Boilere. ..ecee0e SO .. 38 
Malting......»cc02 00 ec 34 | Beans, Ticks...... 32... 36 
s. s. DUTY ON FORBIGN CORN, 
Beans, Pigeon ,... 35 to 38 | Wheat...... Keawnse 203. Od, 
Barrow .cccccee SO oo BF | Barley wrcccsscccce 0 
eS me eC Boe 
TED can cecnecee Me 6s WO LEO: ceevcdeces pee ee 


Poland *ee ‘a ere 22 24 


# «+e Beans eeeeereeseee 6 6 
Potato .... 22... 24 


| | arora § Hees 


WEEKLY AVBERAOGB FOR AGGREGATR AVEKAGE OF THE 
MAY 23. SIX WKEKS. 
Wheek icicccscasss GO. OE 1 Week kécccacan eee 
Barley .cccccococee OO 0 PIO sscsoccses ee 
ee eee ee CMM  beéteoctsecss ae OS 
MOO Skccscvestosss Oe Me bchescseiess Oe 
NN i oak ee Oe Ng a 
RS ton 37. «C(i«‘W Tiicointpuensveks ae oS 
SKEDS. 


There was some inclination to buy rapeseed at full terms; 
but in other species of seeds the transactions were quite unim- 
portant. 


PROVISIONS, Lonpon, May 26. 


The quantity of new Irish butter coming to this market is 
still but limited, and it meets a ready sale at previous quota- 
tions. The wep foreign continues good, and it sells freely, 
at an advance of about 4s. per cwt. ; present price of best Dutch, 
98s. to 1008. In the bacon market there is rather more business 
— in the cheapest and best descriptions: we quote 40s, to 
46s. landed, according to quality, cure, &c. ; on board some sales 
were effected of prime sizeable at 45s. to 46s, for shipment next 
month. In hams and lard no alteration to notice. 


HOPS, Borovan, Monday, May 6, 


The market for hops exhibits but little elasticity, and the 
transactions are not of any magnitude. As regards the accounts 
from the plantations, they are, however, decidedly of a character 
to render the holders firmer rather than otherwise. 


POTATOES, BorovueH, Monday, May 26. 


The weather during the past week has been cold and stormy, 
and the arrivals limited ; but at the close there was an advance 
on the best fresh samples of Perth reds. 


a, | 6. 8. 
ede ...sessees 80 to 70 | Kent & Essex Whites 40 to 4 
Porth do. ceserveceese 30 to 40 | Wisbeach Kidneys .. 40 to 
Early Devons do. .... 40 to 46 | Do. Whites ........ 40 to 4 
Cornwall do. eeeseess ™ to = Guernse Blues. eeeeg OO to 50 
Jersey Blues ........ — to 50 | Prince Regente...... 50 to 60 


BUTCHER'S MEAT, SMITHFIBLD, Monday, May 26, 


The attendance of both London and country dealers was ex. 
tensive, yet the beef trade was not quite eo active, though the 
currencies were supported in every instance, and a good cleare 
ance was effected the salesmen, The number of foreign 
beasts consisted of x7 head, the whole of which were in fair ave. 
rage condition. The best sheep moved off 7 at fully the late 
advances in the quotations; but all other kinds meta very dull 
inquiry, at barely late rates. Lambs were rather inactive. A 
fair trade for Veal, and last week's quotations were well sup- 
ported. More business was doing in Pigs, and the rates had an 
upward tendency. 


Price per stone of 8lbs. (sinking the offal). 


Speen ees 8s. 2d.to 4s. 6d. | Veal........48. Bd.toSe. 2d, 
Mutton......8 6 ..5 0 PES aS Se 2 
Lamb, 5s. 0d. to 6s, Od. 


HgeaDOFCATTLEATSMITHFIELD. 


Beasts. Sheep. Calves. tt 
Friday 876 se@eeee 8, eeeeer 318 eeree l 
Monday 2,744 .....- 96,350 ...... 131 ....., 323 


NgewoGaTgand LBADBNHALL Mariets, Monday, May 26, 
Per 8lbs. by the carcase. 


Inferior Beef 28.10d.to 3s. Od.| Inf. Mutton 


3s. 6d.to3s.10d 
Middlingdo 3 2 ..3 4 4 


Mid. ditto * @..8 


Prime large 3 6 .. 3 8 |Primeditto 4 6 ., 410 
Prime small 3 10 .. 4 O | Veal 6 9... 8 
Large i ork 2 10 .. 3 6 | Small Pork 3.8. 4 8 


Lamb, 4s. 10d. to 5s. 10d. 


WOOL. 


The public sales continue to progress with spirit. The at- 
tendance is still large, and when the general averages struck 
upon the whole of the sales come to be made up, it will be found 
that an advance has been obtained. The colonial wools, in many 
instances, have been very well got up, and some of the foreign 
fleeces have participated in the improvement. 
expected to close to-day. The imports last week were 1,16 
bales, of which 481 were from Hobart Town, 148 from Germa 
211 from Turkey, 288 from Spain, 69 from the Cape of 
Hope, and 30 from New York, 


HAY, SMITHFIELD, May 24,—At per load of 36 trusses. 
Coarse Meadow .. 70s. to 928. | New Clover Hay .. 90s.to 1906 


New ditto........ — se. = Cee Gee i cdanccs -_-..  — 
Useful Old ditto... 94 ..104 | Oat Straw.,....... 38 .. @ 
Fine Upland ditto 105 ..108 | WheatStraw .,.. 41 ., 48 


COAL EXCHANGE, May 26. 


Stewart's, 17s. 9d.; Hetton’s, 17s. 6d.; Braddyll’s Hettons, 
188.0d. Ships arrived this week, 116. 


GROCERIES, Turspay, May 27. 


COFFEE.—Mocha sold at an advance of ls. to 2s, per cwt. | 


Middling fetched 57s, to 62s. Berbice fetched 75s. to 78s. 6d. 
Good ordinary Ceylon are selling by private contract at 46s. to 
47s. per cwt. 

SUGAR.—Barbadoes sold at a further advance of 6d, to Is. 
ver cwt, Good to fine yellow fetched 52s. to 538. 6d. The trade 
ought about 500 hhds and tiercee by private contract, The 
demand for refined goods continues, standard lump selling at 


70s., and brown — at 68s. 6d. to 698. percwt. Bonded 
crushed cannot be bought under 38s, per cwt. 
Adbertisements. 
This day is published, No. l4of 
rINHE VOICE OF ISRAEL, 


Price 3d., or 4d, stamped. 
CONTENTS :— 

Stumbling-blocks in the way.—Paralle] passages in the Tal- 
mud and New Testament.— Lecture 1V. Lecteres on Melchise- 
dec.—The Christian Church.-+Rabbinical opinions about Dis- 
section.—Conversion of a Jewess.—Speech of the Rev. F. Close. 
Letter of a Jew.--Letter of a Lover of Israel.—Second Letter 
of a Jew.—Manifesto of German Rabbis.—State of the world 
at the coming of Christ. 


* Decidedly one of the most instructive periodicals of the 
day.”—Christian Witness. 

‘Supplies a large amount of instructive and interesting in- 
formation.”’—T'eacher’s Manual. 

“This estimable and important work has received such an 
amount of support as to increase its size one-half, at its former 
price.”’—General Advertiser. 


London: Printed and published by J. Unwin, 31, Bucklers- 
bury, and sold by all Booksellers and Newsmen, 


es E BAPTIST RECORD for JUNE 

. | CONTAINS t-— 

. Christian Politics and the Maynooth Grant. 

. Hours of Christian Meditation, by Professor Tholuck. 

. Poetry. The Promises, 

. Censoriousness against Ministers. 

. Interpretation of Prophecy. 

. Poetry. The Sea. 

. Congregational Psalmody. 

. Dimimshed Loagevity of the Human Race, 

. Endeavours after Truth—The Second Death—The Com- 
munion Question, &e., &e. 

. Bible Translation Society. 

. Home Record. : ' 

. Missionary Herald, Irish Chronicle, &c. 


London: AYLoT?T and JONES, 8, Paternoster row. 


SHIA KP OK 


—— 
oe Oo 


\HE BAPTIST MAGAZIN E— 
‘1 The Connexion between ROMANISM, CHURCH-OF- 
ENGLANDISM, and INFIDELITY, illustrated in a Keview 
of “ The Life of the Rev, Josten BLANco WHITE, written by 
Himself,” will be found in the BAPTIST MAGAZINE for 
JUNE, 1845, which consists of sixty-four octavo pages, inelud- 
ing the Missionary Herald, the Irish Chronicle, and the Quar- 
terly Register of the Baptist Home Missionary Society. Price 
Sixpence. 
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ndon: HouLsTon and SToNBMAN, 65, Paternoster row. 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


[May 28. 


THE MAYNOOTH AND OTHER STATE ENDOWMENTS 
OF RELIGION, 


A T a CONFERENCE OF PROTESTANT 
DISSENTERS, held in CROSBY HALL, LONDON, on 
May 20 and 21, 1815, to oppose the Endowment of Maynooth 
College, and other State-endowments of Religious Instruction 
and Worship, the following resolutions were unanimously 

adopted :— 
Rev. JOHN BURNET in the Chair. 

Moved by Dr THomas Price, of London; and seconded by 

the Rey. T. ToLLer, of Kettering :— 

I. That this Conference view with serious apprehension and 
unqualified disapproval, the bill for the permanent endowment 
of Maynooth college, recently submitted to parliament by her 
Majesty’s government, and now proposed for a third reading in 
the House of Commons; that, differing widely, as they are well 
known to do, in religious faith and worship, from those of their 
fellow-subjects whom this measure is professedly framed to 
conciliate, and attaching to such difference the highest impor- 
tance, they feel it the more incumbent upon them to declare 
that they would not, on this account, withho!d from others afsingle 
advantage which they should justly claim or accept for them- 
selves at the hands of the imperial legislature; that, looking to 
the circumstances which obviously suggested the bill, and to 
the avowed opinion of many of its warmest supporters, they are |} 
compelled to regard it as a cautious but deliberate approach to- 
wards the establishment of the Roman Catholic ehurch in Tre- 
land; that in their judgment, the alliance of the civil power 
With any form or forins of religion, and, as the fruit of that alli- 
ance, the support, by compulsory enactments, of religious 
teachers of any denomination, are dangerous to the liberty of 
the subject, subversive of the rights of conscience, prejudicial to 
the cause of Christianity, and offensive to God; that, under 
this conviction, they record their solemn protest against tie 
Protestant church estabiishments already existing in these 
realins, as well as against every grant of public money for eccle- 
siastical purposes; and that, seeing in the Maynooth Endow- 
ment bill a further extension of a principle, every embodiment 
of Which they hold to be detrimental to the best interests of the 
einpire, they pledge themselves to make every legitimate effort 
to prevent its being passed into a law. 

Moved by THomMas HARBoTTLE, Esq., of Manchester: and 

seconded by the Rev. Dr Gopwin, of Oxford :— 

II. That Petitions, founded on the above resolution, be pre- 
pared, and, when signed, be presented to the Houses of Lords 
and Commons. 

Moved by the Rev. J. H. Hinton, M.A., of London; and 

seconded by the Rev. ‘Tl. PRust, of Northampton :— 

III. That this Conference regards the proposed endowment 
of the Maynooth college as one of the many and natural results 
of a state church ; that, to uphold its unrighteous and impolitic 
supremacy, it foresees that other and similar misappropriations 
of the public property will be proposed by Parliament, as occa- 
sions arise ; and that, therefore, it is the duty of Protestant 
Dissenters chiefly to aim at the repudiation of the assumed 
right by the state to interfere with the religious affairs of her 
Majesty’s subjects in any form. 

Moved by the Rev. J. Morison, D.D., of Chelsea; and se- 

conded by the Rev. C. STOVEL, of Loudon ;— 


rate conviction that al] state endowmen‘s 
rous to the liberty of the subject, subversiv 
science, opposed to the spirit of Christianity, and offensive to 
God. W e beg humbly to represent to your Majesty, that this 
measure 13 being pressed through parliament. in opposition to 
the sentiments and feelings, unequivocally and constitutionally 
declared, of the British people. We, therefore humbly but 
earnestly implore your Majesty to interpose your royal preroga- 
tive, and, by an appeal to your people, to afford them an oppor- 
tunity of expressing their sense of the new course of policy 
upon which your Majesty’s ministers have entered. ‘ 
Moved by the Rev. J. CARLILE, of London, seconded by 
W. MAY, Esq., of Ipswich— 

X. That the addrezs, now read, to the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land, be adopted, and signed by the Chairman, and circulated 
under the direction of the following committee :—the Rey, J, 
Burnet and Rey. J. Carlile, and Messrs Swaine and Irvine. 


(Signed) JOHN BURNET, Chairman. 
KF. A. COX, 

JAMES CARLILE, 
WILLIAM FORSTER, 


of religion are dange- 
e of the rights of con- 


Committee room, 


Secretaries. 
May 21, 1845. 


Just published, in royal 18mo, price 3s, 6d., 


VY TEWs of the VOLUNTARY PRINCIPLE, 


in Four Series ; showing its Nature and Intrinsic Excel- 
lence—its Adaptation to Man as an Individual—its Harmony 
with his Social Nature and Position—and its Accordance with 
the Genius of Christianity. By Epwarb MIALL. 

‘* We are glad to see these excellent papers, on a most linpor- 
tant subject, collected in the form of avolume; and we think 
them well worth the careful perusal both of the friends of the 
voluntary system, and of its fair and candid opponents, or those 
who doubt its efficacy. They will find the arguments on the 
subject set in a clear light, and the author’s manner of treating 
it will scarcely fail to arrest their attention.” —Jnquirer. 

The work altogether is a reprint of articles which have ap- 
peared in the .Vonconformist newspaper, conducted with so 
much fine principle and spirit by the author, To those who 
know anything of the paper it will be unnecessary to say that 
the * Views ” are expressed in nervous language, and so as to 
offend none, except, perhaps, those who cannot refute them, and 
have resolved, apart altogether from their truth or erroneous- 
ness, to repress them. Mr Miall is one of the most vigorous 
writers of the day; it is fortunate that he devotes his great ta- 
lents to the public service in so disinterested a way as he does. 
— Economist. 

Also, by the same Author, demy 12mo, bound in cloth, 3s. 6d. 


The NONCONFORMIST’S SKETCH-BOOK; 
a Series of Views of a State-church and its attendant Evils. 
London: AYLOTT and JONEs, 


Paternoster row. Orders re- 
ceived by all Booksellers. : 


Just published, price 3s. 6d., 
UR ERA: a Soliloquy — Social, Political, 
Keligious. With Miscellaneous Pieces. By W. LEAsK. 
‘It contains sentiments that mark him as the philanthropist, 


— 


the patriot7and the Christian.”’--Dorer Chronicle. 


IV. That this Conference, having avowed its opposition to all 
state grants for the support of religion, is especially solicitous 
to place on record its deliberate and solemn protest against the 
parliamentary grants to the Presbyterians of Lreland, and to 
poor Protestant Disscating Ministers of England and Wales ; 
that it regards these grants as obnoxious to the same objections 
as are alleged against, other appropriations of public money to 
ecclesiastical purposes ; and, in the name, and on the behalf of, 
the Protestant Dissenters of England and Wales, protests against 

\ their being held responsible for the continuance of the latter ; 
that the objections to the English grant are not removed by its 
edvly history, and that its continuance constitutes one of the 
mot.t formidable and scrious obtsructions to the general diffu- 
sion of our principles ; that, entertaining these convictions, the 
Confevence now assembled respectiully, but most urgently, call 
upon the nine distributors of this grant—who are solely respon- 
sible in the matter—to decline the further reception of a vote 
which involves the proceedings of Dissenters in suspicion, im- 
pairs the moral force of their opposition to the state-chureh 
system, and furnishes to the opponents of the voluntary princi- 
ple their most plausible and effective weapon, 

Moved by the Rev. J. W. Massie, D.D., of Manchester; and 

seconded by the Rev, R. Eckert, of London :— 

V. That, in pledging themselves to oppose the endowment of 
Maynooth College, this Conference tender to thelr Roman Ca- 
tholic subjects in Lreland their deepest sympathy on account of 
the centuries of wrong to which mnequal laws have exposed 
them, and their congratulations that, by the more enlightened 
legislation of modern times, not only iniquitous penal laws, 
which so long disgraced the nation’s statute book, have been 
repealed, but also that they have been raised to the enjoyment 
of some of their civil rights, of which, because of their religious 
profession, they had beeu deprived. ‘They would record, nore- 
over, their deep conviction that the master grievance of Ireland 
still remains, in the compulsory maintenance of a Protestant 
state church, with which the great majority of the populaion 
have ncither fellowship por sympathy ; and that one of the first 
acts of just and impartial legislation, for the good of Lreland, 
would be the legal removal of such an enormous outrage on the 
civil rights and religious convictions of the Roman Catholics 
and Dissenters of lreland; and, finally, they offer to Trish 
Roman Catholics, for themselves and those they represent, zea- 
lous, energetic, and perseveriug co-operation for all classes of 
the Irish people, as for themselves equal, just, and impartial 
liberty. 

Moved by JostaAn ConpbER, Esq., of London; and seconded 

by the Rev. W. Mthrrnow, M.A., of Manchester :— 

VI. That this Conference views with decp regret and appre- 
hension the indifference shown by members of the Commons’ | 
House to the petitions of the people against the Maynooth Ene | 
dowmeut bill, and regard such indiiference as subversive of the 
representative system, and a clear indication of the want of har- 
mony between the members of that House and the British 
people. That they further regard the ignorance displayed of 
the nature of religious liberty, and the violence done to rele | 
gious conviction, by the votes given, as disqualifying these | 
members from being returned as the future representatives of | 


Protestant Dissenters. 
Moved by the Rev. F. A. Cox, D.W., LL.D., of Hackney ; se- 
couded by J. Cuitps, Esq., of Bungay :— 

VII. That this Conference, impressed with the danger aceru- 
ing to religious liberty from the ignorance and unfaithtulness of | 
its professed friends in the House of Commons, earnestly and | 
solemnly counsel the Protestant Dissenting constituencies of | 
the empire immediately to organise themselves, in their respec- 
tive localities, with a view of seeing to the registration of voters 
and of adopting all such other measures as shall facilitate the 
return, at the next general clection, of men who combine with 
liberality of political sentiments, a thorough knowledge of, and 
earnest attachment to, our distinctive ecclesiastical priiciple of 
Opposition to all state churches, 

Moved by the Rev. Mr Horton, of Devonport ; seconded by W. 
FELKIN, Esq., of Nottingham :— 

VIII. That this Conference, bitterly disappointed at the rejec- 
tion of the prayers of the petitions of the people against the 
Maynooth bill by the House of Commons, earnestly recommend 
the Dissenters of the United Kingdem tomemoriali-c the Quecn 
forthwith, praying her Majesty to afford her subjects a consti- 
tutional opportunity of expressing their opiuion on the pending 
measure by dissolving the present paridiament.” 

Moved by Kev. Me Monaan, of Birmingham; seconded by the 
Rev. Mr Davis, of Haverfordwest :— 

IX. That the following memorial be presented to her Majesty, 
and that the Chairman and the Rev. Dr Cox be requested to 
make arrangements for the presentation of the same :—May it 
please your Majesty—We, your Majesty's subjects, being Pro-- 
testant Dissenters in conference assembled from all parts of the 
Vn ted Kingdom, humbly approach your Majesty to present our 
Memorial and petition. We have witnessed with alarm the in- 
troduction to the legislature, by your Majesty's advisers, of a bill 
for the pemeenes endowment of Maynooth college—a measure 


to which we conscientiously object, on the ground of our delibe- 


* Incomparably the best of his poetic compositions. The sen- 
timents are sound and salutary; the illustrations are felicitous, 
and the language is chaste, elegant, and flowing. May it come 
mand a speedy and extensive sale."-—Christian Lraminer. 
JACKSON and WALFORD, St Paul’s Churebyard. 


Medium octavo, in arabesque binding, price 10s. 6d. 
\ ALKS ABOUT THE CITY AND ENVI- 
RONS OF JERUSALEM. By W. IL. BartLetr. Il)lns- 
trated by Nine Engravings on Sicel, by Cousen, Bentley, and 
srandard; a Map; and nearly Forty superior Woodcuts. 

The object of tits Work is to give a correct idea of the pre- 
sent state of this memorable city, from personal observation. 
The ** Walks ” embrace the principal objects of interest ; many 
of which have not been drawn or described in any previous pub- 
lication ; and the ancient city is illustrated in a brief essay, with 
a view of it, as besieged by Titus, drawn up from careful inves- 
tigation, and beautifully printed in the tinted style by the new 
patent process. 

The Thirtieth Thousand. 

FAMILY WORSHIP.—A GUIDE to FA- 
MILY DEVOTION, by the Rev. A. FLetcuer, A.M., of Fins- 
bury chapel, London, Price £1 6s. handsomely bound in 
cloth, with gilt edges. This work comprises a Hymn, and a 
Portion of Scripture with suitable Reflections, and Devotional 
Exercises ; presenting an entire course of Family Worship for 
both the Morning and Evening of every day throughout the 
Year. 

CONGREGATIONAL PSALMODY. — Ar- 
ranged by the Organist of Westminster Abbey, JAMES TURLE, 
Kisq.; and the Gresham Professor of Music, Epwarb TayLor. 
Esq. In one neat volume, royal octavo, cloth, price 8s., Psalm 
Tunes, being the whole of the Psalm and Hymn Tunes pub- 
lished in the ** People’s Musie Book,” 


London : GEORGE VirTUE, 26, Ivy lane. 


ee - 


Just published, price One Shilling : bound in cloth, Is. 6d. 
TExHE IMPORTANT ENQUIRY — HOW 
WILL IT END 2? or, Contrast between Real and Nominal 
Christians By Ay AckEb PILGRIM. Withobservations upon the 
Author’s sentiments of the staie of true piety in the Religious 
World ; with an Appendix, 
AYLOTT and JONES, Paternoster row. 


Just published, in foolscap 8vo, price 66, cloth, a Second 
Badition of 
ECTURES. By Joun Foster. Delivered 
at Broadmead chapel, Bristol. 
Also, just published, in foolseap Svo, price 7s, cloth, a New Edi- 
tion (being the ‘Penth), of 
THE CONTRIBUTIONS of Q. Q. 
TAYLOR, 
London: JACKSON and WALPorD, 18, St Paul’s Churehyard. 


TO WESLEYAN METILODISTs THROUGHOUT TILE 
WORKLD. 
Just published, price 2s. Gd., cloth, 
ETTERS to WESLEYAN MINISTERS, on 

4 MINISTERIAL DUTIES; and an Address to the Mem- 
bers of the Connexion, Second Edition, with an Account of the 
Trial and Excommunication of the Author. 
Published by SimpkIn and Marsuanr, London. 


It is on a subject of the most vital importance to Christianity, 


By JANE 


ee 


and meets this question —* Considering the immense uumber of 


Preachers in the Methodist Societies throughout the World, how 
comes if to pass that there are comparatively so few persons 
brought over from the kiegdom of Satan to the kingdom of 
Chaist?? Tt proves that the eause rests clit fly with the Priest- 
hood, and exposes and condemns, by constant appeals to the 
Iloly Scriptures, the practice of preaching the same sermon 
Verbatin through a whole Cireuit, and accompanying its deli- 
very with the same action, stamping, and weeping, having come. 
mitted the whole to memory, and delivering it as an actor would 
ina theatre: and of preaching, and even reading, old) sermons, 
instead of studying the Word of God by faith and praver, thence 
bringing the rich treasures to the House of God, and in the ful- 
hess of the Spirit delivering them to the people, It eoncemnus 
it is to be feared, a great majority of the travelling preachers, 
and that they do not ike. Lhe Editor of the Wesleyan Bunoud 
newspaper, in a notice of the book on the 26th ult. says “it is 
too strong.” : It is too strong tor him. THe dare no! vive it an 
linpartial review, and his notice isa foul calumny on the book 
aud its plous authovess, All genuine Weslevans will love the 
book ; but the idle, the lazy, and those who besieve a preacher 
Cali do ho Wrolg, will condemn the book. 


A WESLEYAN OF ‘THE OLD SCHOOL, 


——_— — 


N.B.—For writing this book, which is unanswerable, the 


Authoress was expelled from the Society. 


PROTESTANT DISSENTERS ANTI-MAYNOOTH CON« 
FERENCE. 
Preparing for immediate publication, under the editorial care 
of Dr Price and Mr E. MIALL, 

FULL REPORT of the PROCEEDINGS 

A of the PROTESTANT DISSENTERS’ ANTI-MAY- 
NOUTIL CONFERENCE, held at Crosby Hall, May 20th, 21st, 
L845. 


Delegates are requested to send any Corrections which occur 
> acta do . ae “ ee i 
to them, of the List of Delegates and Ministers published in the 
Nonconformist of Wednesday last. 


LECTRO-SILVERED DEANEAN PLATE, 
— This beautiful manufacture possesses advantages which 
no other description of plated goods can offer. The union of the 
silver with its base being perfect, they constitute together but 
one body ; and the silvery whiteness of the Deanean Plate rene 
ders the disappearance of the electro coating, after long time 
and constant use, scarcely observable. G. and J. DEANE have 
just completed a very choice collection of Electro-silvered Dea- 
nean articles, comprising table and desert spoons and forks, tea 
and gravy spoons, soup and sauce ladles, table and chamber 
candlesticks, sets of cruets and liqueurs, tea and coffee sets, 
a every other description of goods ordinarily manufactured in 
s1iver. 


GEORGE and JOIN DEANE’S improved 
COOKING STOVE is in daily operation in the stove and fender 
department of their furnishing show rooms. It exhibits the 
latest improvements, and is constructed of the most durable mas 
terials and in the most workman-like manner; the whole is the 
result of many years’ experience and a constant and extensive 
observation. G. and J. Deane’s Cooking Stove ha. been intro 
duced into the culinary department of the Magdalen Hospital, 
aud the New Llummuims Hotel, Covent-garden, where, as_ well 
as in many other public establishments, it gives the most un- 
qualified satisfacuon, George and Jobn Deane’s warehouse, 
show rooms, and manufactories, 16, hing Willam street, London 
bridge. 


TEWARTS PATENT CASTOR and ELAS- 
TIC HINGE.—In this Castor the principles of the pivot, 
friction roller, and lever horn are combined, whereby the great 
est strength and the most perfect freedom of action are obtained. 
It is made with sockets of all sizes, and also with plates, and is 
fixed with more facility than any other. It is adopted generally 
by the eminent pianoforte manufacturers, Messrs Collard and 
Collard, and Messrs Broadwood and Son, as the best which has 
been presented to thei. ; 

The elastic Hinge is a very simple invention whereby the 
contraction and expansion of wood, caused by the varying tem- 
perature of different climates, is cou: teracted. This Hinge, 
also, is generally applied to pianofortes, Both Castor and Hinge, 
however, are equally applicable to*all articles manufactured by 
cabinet makers. And for dining tables, sofas, easy chairs, the 
castors Will be found the most perfect and durable that can be 


applied, } 

SMITIVS REGISTERED TABLE FAST- 
ENER.—This is a morticesewedge Fastener, witha key. The 
objections which exist with all fork fasteners are avoided. The 


tables are drawn togetlier in the most forcible manner, and the 
connexion elfected with the least trouble to servants. 


MAY BE HAD WHOLESALE, AT JAMES ARTHUR 
MILES’S GENERAL BRASS FOUNDRY, 


GAS-FURNITURE, BELL-CRANK, AND KEY 
WAREHOUSE, 
No. 13, PANCRAS LANE, QUEEN STREET, CHEAPSIDE, 
LONDON. 

Where Models of the following Patent articles may be ex- 
amined, and of which a stock is kept:— 

Smith’s Patent Night -Poits, Alaruin Triggers for Doors and 
Windows, and Alarume; Porter tatches and Water Closet 
‘Triggers; and Bynners Patent Keonomice Gas Burner, They 
have been subiuitted to many of the most eminent architects, 
aud are pronounced to be very important improvements. 

{ASE in WALKING and COMFORT to the 

4 FEET.—Wellington street, Strand, London.—HALL and 
Co., SOLE PATEN'TEES of the PANNUS CORIUM, or Lea- 
ther Cloth Boots and Siiwes for Ladies and Gentlemen,—These 
articles have borne the test and received the approbation of all 
who have worn them. Sueh as are troubled wi.h Corns, 
Bunions, Gout, Chilblains, or tenderness of Feet from any other 
cause, will find them the softest and most comfortable ever in- 
vented—they never draw the feet or get hard, are very durable, 
and adapted for every climate ; they resemble the finest leather, 
and are cleaned with common blacking,. 

The Patent India Rubber Golostes are light, durable, elastic, 
and waterproof; they thoroughly protect the feet from damp or 
cold, 

Halland Co’s Portable Waterproof Dresses for Ladies and 
Gentlemen, ‘This desirad e article claims the attention of all 
who are exposcd to the wet. Ladies’ Cardinal Cloaks, with 
Hoods, l8s. Gentlemen’ Dresses, comprising Cape, Overa.ls, 
and Hood, 2ls. The wi» e can be carried with convenience in 
the pocket. 

N.B.—Hall and Co. «rticularly invite attention to their 
Elastic Boots, which are » uch approved ; they supersede lacing 
or buttoning: are drawn on in an instant, and are a great sup- 
port to the ankle. 


MEtcaLe LS NEW PATTERN TOOTH 

BRUSH, and SMYRNA SPONGES,—The Tooth Brush 
has the important advaniage of searching thoroughly into the 
divisions of the teeth, and cleaning them in the most effectual 
aud extrao dinary manner, aad is famous for the hairs not 
coming loose, ls.) An improved Clothes Brush, that cleans Ina 
third part of the usual time, and incapable of injuring the finest 
nap. Penetrating Hair Brushes, with the durable unbleached 
Russian Bristles, which do not soften like common hair. Flesh 
Brushes of improved graduated and powerful friction, Velvet 
Brushes, Which act in the most surprising and suecesstul man- 
ner. ‘The genuine Sinyrna Sponge, with its preserved valuable 
properties of absorption, vitality, and durability, by means of 
direct importations, dispensing with all intermediate parties’ 
profits and destructive bleaching, and securing the luxury of 
agenuine Smyrna Sponge, Only at METCALEE’S sole Estae 
blishiment, 180 1, Oxtord street, one door from Holles street. 
Caution— Beware of the words, ** From Metealte’s,” adopted by 
some houses, 


| OWLAND’S MACASSAK OIL, Patronised 
7 » by the Queen, and the Royal Family of Great Britain, and 
the several sovereigns and Courts of Europe.—This Elegant, Fra- 
giant, and ‘Transparent Oil, in its preservative, restorative, and 
beautifying qualities, is unequ ded over the whole world. It 
preserves and reproduces the hiir, even at a late period of life ; 
prevents it from falling off or turning grey; restores grey hair 
to its original colour; frecs it from seurft and dandriff, and ren- 
ders it soft, silky, curly, and glossy—Faects abundantly proved 
by innumerable testimonials, whieh are open for inspection at 
the Proprietors’, It preserves its virtues unimpaired by the 
change of climate, and is ali! e in use from the frigid to the tore 
rid zone—from the asscmbiies of St Petersburg to those of 
Calcutta and the remote Ea Fo: Children it is especially ree 
commended as forming the tasis of a beautiful Head of Hai!!! 
Price 3s. Gd. 7s.—Family Jottles (equal to 4 small), 10s, Od, 
and double that size, 21s. 
CatTIoN.—Each genuine 
Macassar Oil”? engraved in 
the back of the Wrapper p 
letters. Sold by the Proprie: 
Hatton garden, London, and 
*,” All others are 


-ottle has the words *f Rowland’s 

‘vo lines on the Wrapper; and on 
rly 1,500 times, containing 29,028 
is, A. ROWLAND and SON, 20, 
yy Chemists and Pcrfumers. 


raudulent Counterfeits. 
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